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xim of searching after a crow's 
teeth, used to denote any useless, 
unprofitable, or impossible task. 

9. ^F^rF%^Ft^^?^F^: The maxim 
of the crow's eyeball. I t takes its 
origin from the supposition that 
the crow has but one eye (cf. words 
like TT f̂fg-, q^m &c.), and that it 
can move it, as occasion requires, 
from the socket on one side into 
that of the other ; and the maxim 
is applied to a word or phrase which, 
though, used only once in a sentence, 
may, if occasion requires, serve two 
purposes ; e, g. tif!^f^^\'^r{\\qx f-

10. ^T2r%^r?^r-2FF^: The ma
xim of "the buckets attached to the 
water-wheel. I t takes its origin 
from tho fact that while some of 
the buckets filled with water go up, 
some are emptied of rheir contents, 
while others go down quite empty ; 
and is used to denote the various 
vicissitudes of worldly existence ; 

cf. r̂r̂ ^^^^ f̂̂ F ^^jmn r̂ ^rf%^^-1 

^\ wi^^-m'^ ^^^%^ ^^f?r ^q-q^-1 

11. ^f#tf5F^F?F-2Fr^: The ma
xim of day-break near a toll-station 
I t takes its origin from tVe attempt 
of one ( say, a cartman who with 
the intention of avoiding a toll 
takes at night an unfrequented 
road, but unfortunately finds bmi-
Belf at day break r ear th-i yery .̂̂ 11-
station, and is obliged to pay the 
toll which be studiously tried to 
avoid. Thus the max.im is used to 
denote the occurrence of that which 
one studiously tries to avoid ; cf. 
^Sriharsha x—^l^i ^yJfWfrf 'qfq^J-

12. ^oFF^^^F^: The maxim of 
letters bored by an insect in wood. 
I t takes its origin from the unex
pected and chance resemblance of 
an incision in wood or in the leaf 
of a book made by an insect to the 
form of some letter, and is used to 
denote any fortuitous or chance oc
currence, 

13. ^f«gF?2FF^- The maxim of 
the stick and cakes. When a stick 

and cakes are tied together, and one 
says that * the stick has been pull
ed down or eaten by a ra t ' , we are 
naturally led to expect that 
the cakes also have been pu l 
led down or eaten by the lat, 
as a matter of course,-the two being 
so closely connected together ; so, 
when one thing is closely connected 
with another .in a particular way, 
and we say something of the one, it 
naturally follows that what we as
sert of the one can, as a matter of 
course, be asserted of the other ; 
cf. ^{^^{^ ii{ w ^ : ^r^^^ rr-
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U ^ff?rfr^^F^: The maxim 

of the lamp placed over the thresh
old. Ir takes its origin from a 
lamp hanging over the threshold of 
a house which, by its peculiar po
sition, serves to light the rooms on 
both sides, and is used to denote 
something which serves a two-fold 
purpose at the same time. 

15. ?q5Trfqrfti^2|j?F: The maxim 
of the king and barber's son. I t is 
used to denote a man's innate fond
ness for his own possesBion-how-
soever ugly or despicable in the 
eyes of others. I t takes its origin 
from a story which states that a 
king on one occassion asked his 
barber to bring to him the finest boy 
that he could see in his kingdom. 
The barber roamed for a long time 
over every part of t i e realm, but 
could discover no boy feueh as the 
king wanted. At last wearied and 
disappointed, he returned home; and 
being charmed with the beauty 
of his own boy-who, to do him 
justice, was a personification of ug
liness and deformity-went to the 
king and presented the boy to him. 
The king was at first very angry with 
the barber for having trifled with 
him. but on consideration excused 
him.as he ascribed the barber's pre
ference of his own ugly boy to the 
dominant desire of human beings 
to consider their own possessions 
as supremely good; ci. Xih mnnirHiq 
q^^;^ 8.2. 

16. q^FFWFt^^^F^; The maxim 

of washing off the mud. Just as j t 
is more advisable for one to avoid 
getting into mud than to get into 
it and then wash it off, so it is 
more advisable for one to avoid 
getting into danger than to expose 
oneself to it and then try to get out 
of it somehow or other ; cf. ^̂ grr̂ r̂ ir-
1*̂  q^^q 5r^^q | [^ nx; and also ' 'Pre
vention is better than cure". 

17. fqS's^F^^^ir^: The maxim of 
grinding flour or meal, used to de
note a superfluous or unprofitable 
exertion like the attempt of a man 
to grind pounded flour ; cf. fcf^q 

18. C f ^ i ^ i ^ ^ F ^ : The maxim of 
seed and sprout. I t takes its origin 
from the relation of mutual causa
tion which subsists between seed 
and sprout, ( seed being the cause 
of sprout, which in its turn is the 
cause ot seed ) ; and is used in those 
cases where two things stand to each 
other in the relation of both cause 
and efiect. 

19. t?Ff ̂ ^«R5:2(f^: The maxim of 
iron and magnet; it is used to 
denote a very close affinity between 
two things, by virtue of which they 
are instinctively attracted towards 
each other, though at a distance. 

20. ^ff^i^F^^FF^: The maxim of 
the invariable concomitance of fire 
and smoke; ( wherever there is 
smoke there is fire. ). I t is used to 
denote such invariable concomi-
tance between two persons or 
things; ( e. g, where there is A., 
there is V; v.liere there is not B, 
there is not A. ). 

21. f^^ffF'^'=^f^: The maxim of 
the worms bred in poison. I t is used 
to denote a state of things which, 
though fatal to others, is not so 
to those who being bred in it, are 
inured or naturalized to it, like 
poison which, though fatal to 
others, is not so to the worms bred 
in it. 

22. f%^f^F5=^F^: The maxim of 
the poison-tree ; used to denote 
that .a thing, though hurtful and 
mischievous, does not deserve to be 
destroyed by the very person who 
has reared it, just as even a poison-
tree ought not to be cut down by 


