Gaja ]

1.1 Names of Serpents elc.

[ Garuda

Gaja m. A monkey-chief.

One of the monkey-chiefs ( vanarendra)
of great prowess; he came to Rama with a
bundred crores of monkeys 3. 267. 3.

Gandhamadana m. : A monkey-chief.

He lived on the Gandbamadana moun-
tain; came to Rama with a thousand crores
of fierce monkeys 3. 267, 5.

Gandharvi f. :
mare (7).

Daughter of Surabhi; glorious (yasasvini);
from her were born horses ( gandharvyam

vajinah sutah) 1. 60, 65.

A mythical cow (?),

Garuda, Garutmant, Tarksya, Vaina-
teya, Suparna m. ; A mythical bird.

A. Origin : (a) According to 1. 2. 73
the origin is narrated in the Astikaparvan:
mind-born ( sazikalpaja) son of Kasyapa and
Vinata (1. 27. 27, hence often called Vaina-
teya; also Vinatatmaja, Vinatasuta, Vinata-
sunu ) 1. 14.6, 8; 1. 27. 2, 27, 34;1. 59, 33,
1, 60. 67; 5. 103. 10; born from one of the two
eggs of Vinata placed in a warm pot ( sopas-
veda bhanda ) for over a thousand years; as
advised by her elder son Aruna, Vinata did not
break the egg prematurely 1. 14. 12 14, 19-20;
when the proper time came Garuda came out
of the egg without mother’s help 1. 20. 4 : as
soon as born he left the mother and flew up
in the sky, from there to seek his destined
food (serpents, hence pannagasiadana ) 1. 14,
22-23; as son of Vinata, he is counted among
the six Vainateyas 1. 59. 39; 1. 114. 62;
(1.60.38); (b) Garuda born due to the
penance of the Valakhilyas 1. 27.27; once
Indra disregarded the Valakhilyas; so they
offered a sacrifice to produce another Indra
for gods who would be a hundred times more
powerful than the then existing Indra 1. 27,

(15)

8-14; at the intervention of Kagyapa Praja-
pati, Valakhilyas agreed to the proposal that
the one to be born as a result of their
sacrifice would be the ¢ Indra* of the birds 1,
27. 16, 20, 29: hence Garuda was consecrated
as Indra of birds 1. 27. 35; Rudra gave a
boon that the Valakhilyas will produce by
their penance Suparna, the bringer of Soma
13. 14, ¢2-63; (c) At birth, Garuda
was of big size ( mahakayah), having
blazing lustre and looking like a mass of
kindled fire 1. 20. 5, 7; all people thought
him to be fire; gods and sages requested Agni
not to burn the people; they were informed
by Agni that the mass of fire was Garuda,
Agni's equal in lustre 1.20.4-8; gods and
sages praised Garuda, whereupon Garuda with-
drew his lustre 1. 20. 10-14. B. Progeny :
Suparnas : six sons of Garuda ( Vainateya )
Sumukha ( 6. 7. 12 ) and others, extended the
lineage of Suparna; these live in the world of
Suparnas with serpents as their food 5. 99. 1;
these six are thus the founders of the vwenatd-
kula 5.99.3. C. Eminence : Garuda com-
pared with Pinakin 1.28. 20; Upamanyu said
that Siva was Vainateya among the birds 13.
14. 15R; as the best among the birds he was
counted among the Vibhutis of Bhagavan 6.
32. 30; Arjuna was like Garuda among the
birds 6. 116. 32; Vainateya never thought
highly of other birds whenever he con-
fronted them 6, 4. 34. D. Bringer of amrta
(Soma ) : Some time after his birth Garuda
approached his mother who, as the slave of
Kadru. was on the other side of the ocean:
at her instance Vainateya carried on his
back serpents near the sun; serpents fainted
due to sun’s (hot) rays 1. 21. 5-6; when
revived at Indra’s intervention, Suparna
carried them to a beautiful forest in an island,
and from there to another island 1. 23. 1,



