Mecaka |

1.1 Names of Serpents etc.

[ Raksasa

They all were of excellent Kamboja-
breed ( paramakamboja ) 10. 13. 1; decorat-
ed with gold strings ( hemamalin 10. 13. 1)
and gold harness ( hemabhandavibhusita
7. 122. 45); endowed with all excellences
(sarvasasmpud-) 5. 81. 19; very swift
( maha@vega ) and could go where they desired
(kamaga) 7. 122, 45; 10. 13. 9; when they
sped along they appeared to swallow the sky
(te grasanta svakasam wvegavanto maha-
balah) 12. 53. 22-23; all the horces specially
marked for their speed, hence Uttara com-
pared his horse with Meghapuspa 4. 40,
19; Meghapuspa is one of the two side-
horses ( parsmivaha ), his position being to
the left 4, 40. 19; 10. 13. 2 (according to
4. 40. 19, however, Meghapuspa was not a
parsnivaha, but one bearing the left side of the
yoke ) ; Meghapuspa mentioned among the four
horses when Krsna's chariot was got ready
on various occasions — ( 1) while he pro-
ceeded to Hastinapura on his peace mission
5.81.19; (2) for Krgna's likely interven-
tion in war to kill Karna, Drona and the
rest and to enable Arjuna to kill Jayadratha
within the stipulated time 7. 50. 35, 25-37;
(3) for the use of Satyaki when he lost his
chariot in his duel with Karna 7. 122, 44-46;
(4) when Krsna followed Bbima who had left
in pursuit of Agvatthaman 10. 13. 1, 2; and
(5) when Krsna went to visit Bhisma, lying
on his bed of arrows at Kuruksetra 12,
53, 21.

Mecaka m. : A mythical serpent.

Born in the kula of Dhbrtarastra, listed
by Suta among those offered in the snake
sacrifice of Janamejaya; described as  fast as
wind * (vatavega ), ¢ having excess of poison
(wisolbapa) 1. 52, 14, 13.

Mainda m. : A monkey-chief,

One of the four councillors (saciva)
of Sugriva 3. 264. 23; according to Tara,
wife of Valin, all the four were noble-
minded (mahatman ), intelligent (buddhi-
mant) and very strong ( mahabala) 3. 264
24; Mainda was one of the guardians of the
army of Rama when it marched towards the
southern ocean 3. 267. 19; he, with other
monkey-chiefs, kept watch over the bodies
of Rama and Laksmana lying on the ground
bound by the arrows of Indrajit 3. 273. 4;
he, alonz with others, applied to his eyes
water sent by Kubera so that he could see
even invisible beings 3. 273. 10-13 (in all
above references Mainda is mentioned together
with Dvivida ); Mainda and the other monkey-
chiefs surrounded Ravana when he rushed
forward to attack Rama 3. 274. 3.

Moda m. : A mythical serpent.

Born in the kula of Airavata, listed by
Sita among those offered in the snake sacri-
fice of Janamejaya 1 52. 10, 11.

Raktarga m. : A mythical serpent.

Born in the kula of Dhrtarastra, listed
by Suta among those offered in the snake
sacrifice of Janamejaya; described as °fast
as wind® (wvatavega), ‘having excess of
poison* (wvisolbana ) 1. 52. 16, 13, 1.

Rabhenaka m. : A mythical cerpent.

Born in the family of Taksaka, listed by
Siita among those offered in the snake sacri-
fice of Janamejaya 1. 52. 7, 9.

Raksasa m. : A mythical serpent.

Born in the kula of Dhrtarastra, listed by
Siita among those offered in the snake sacrifice
of Janamejaya; described as ‘fast as wind"'
(wvatavega ), ‘having excess of poison’
(vigolbana ) 1. 52. 16, 13, 1.
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