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left his wife he asked her to inform Vieuki
about his departure and that he had lived
bappily with bim 1. 43. 29; Jaratkaru’s wife
pleaded with the sage that he should not
abandon her; he should realize what Vasuki
would feel if he kncw that her husband had
left her without blessing her with a son —
that being the principal purpose of their
marriage — 1. 43. 32-34; when Vasuki knew
about Jaratkaru’s departure he was sorry;
but he would not pursue the sage fearing that
he might curce hm; he knew it was improper
to ask his sister if she was with a child from
Jaratkaru but the seriousness of the matter
prompted him to do that (kiw hi karya-
gariyastvat tatas tvaham acucudam 1. 44.
6); Vasuki’s sister assured him that she had
conceived from Jaratkaru and that a lustircus
son will be born to her; she removed his
Vasuki was
happy; be honoured his sister by giving gifts 1.
44, 1-15; later when the snake sacrifice began
Vasuki was highly disturbed due to the death
of a large number of serpents and feared that

anxiety; on hearing the news

he himself might fall into the fire; he there-

fore told his sister Jaratkaru that the time
had came for her son Astika to intervene and
stop the destruction of the snakes 1. 48. 19—
26; accordingly Jaratkaru asked her son to ful-
fil the purpose for which she was married to
Jaratkiru; on enquiry, Jaratkiru told Astika
why Vasuki gave her to the cage Jaratkiru 1.
49. 1-15; Astika assured Vasuki, who was
terribly upset, that he would release him from
the curse and remove his fear 1. 49. 17-21;
when Vasuki again expresced his anxiety by
saying that he felt he was revolving, that
his heart was bursting, and that he bad lost
sense of directions as he was afflicted by
the punishment inflicted by Brahman ( dstika
parighlirnami hrdayam me vidiryate | disu$

(56)

ca na prajanami brahmadandanipiditah 1.
49. 22), Astika reassured him that he would
destroy Vasuki’s fear of brahmadanda 1. 49.
22-24; later after accomplishing his difficult
task Astika returped to his mother and
maternal uncle (Vasuki) and reported to
them all that had bappened at Janamejaya's
snake sacrifice; all the serpents present
were happy to receive the news 1. 53. 17-18.
H. Functions and Events : (1) He Is
one of the mdgas who wait upon Varuna in
his sabha without feeling fatigue 2. 9. 8, 11;
(2) present among those who arrived to greet
the birth of Arjuna 1. 114. 60; (3) he sided
with Arjuna when those who had gathered in
the mid-region to watch the battle took sides
between Arjuna and Karna 8. 63.36; (4) he
was one of the snakes who received the white
serpent issuing from Balarama'’s mouth and
entering the ocean 16. 5. 14, 12; (5) after
Skanda’s consecration as the leader of the
army (9. 43. 48) and when gifts were given
to Skanda, Viasuki gave him two snakes,
Jaya and Mahajaya 9. 44. 48; (6) when
Uttanka blew into the anus of the horse
(god Fire ), the house of Vasuki and other
prominent snakes in the nagaloka were cover-
ed with smoke 14. 57. 46-47.

Vikunda m. : A mythical serpent, living
in Bhegavati Purl 5. 101. 16, 1.

Son of Surasa and Kasyapa 5. 101. 4, 17;
description 5. 101. 5-7.

Vinata f. : A mythical female being.

A. Family : One of the two daughters
of Prajipati, sister of Kadru (1.19. 1),
both married to Kasyapa 1. 14. 5-6; one
of the thirteen daughters of Daksa 1. 59.
12-13; hence called Daksayanl 1. 27. 24,
B. Description : Divine (‘devi) 1. 14. 15;
beautiful, wonderful and faultless 1. 14. 5;



