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[ Surabhi®

Born in the kula of Vainateya (Garuda),
In the vaznda of Kafyapa; feeding on serpents;
marked with §rivatsa, his deity is Visnu;
by action a Ksatriya, not obtaining Brahmin.
hood because indulging in destroying his
kinsmen 5. 99. 2-8,

Surabhi?, Surabhi f.: A mythical cow.

A. Origin: (1) Daughter of Daksa,
hence called DaksayanI 1. 93. 8 (Surabhl );
12. 167. 3; 13. 82. 26; once, ( Daksa) Pra-
japati satisfied with drinking amrig, emitted
fragrance (surabhi) while belching; he saw
his daughter Surabhi coming out of his mouth
produced by belching ( udgarasamvrtia )
13. 76. 17, 18; hence described as ‘born of
nectar® (amrtasandhava) 5. 100. 1; (2)
Daughter of Brahman 13. 128. 10 ( Surabhi ),
B. Description : devi ‘divine’ 1. 93. 8; 2,
11. 29; 13. 82.30, 31, 34; 13. 151.7 and
$ubha, $obhana ‘brilliant, shining' ber
special epithets 3. 10. 8, 15; 12. 167. 3; 13.
82. 29, 31, 37; ‘gentle’® (saumya) 13. 151.
7, yet ‘very proud’ ( atigarmma) 1, 93, 8;
‘blameless * (anindita) and * distinguished
(mahabhaga) 5. 100. 3, 13. 82. 30, 31.
C. Qualities : Surabhi yields nectar 25 milk
(amrtadhenurn payomucam | sa ersta... ksa-
ramand payo'mrtam 13. 128. 10); Surabhi
yields milk after reaching the outskirts of the
Kaficana mountain on the shore of the ocean
In which flows golden water ( kancanasaila-
8ya kazcandmbuvahasya ca | udadhes liram
asdadya ) 5. 108. 10. D. Progeny : She gave
birth to a cow (Nandini) by Kasyapa; Vasistha
got Nandinl as his homadhenu 1. 93. 8;
mother of cows (gavam mata) 3.219.32;
5. 100. 1; mother of cows yielding nectar-
like milk ( payo'mréam ) 13. 128. 10; mother
of cows who are themselves mothers of the
world (lokamatarah) 13. 76. 18; four cows

born to her, Suriipa, Hamsaka, Subhadri and
Sarvakamadugha, dwell in four directions
protecting and guarding them 5. 1G0. 7-10;
mother of bulls 3. 10, 7. E. Eminence :
(1) The Goloka granted to Surabhi by Brah-
man stands above the three worlds; as
decreed by Brahman, Surabhi was to get there
all human and divine enjoyments and happi-
ness of dwelling in beaven; her worlds are
provided with all objects of desire and neither
death, nor old age, nor fire steps in there;
neither wretchedness nor inauspiciousness is
met with in the Goloka; the Goloka could be
obtained by mortals only by practising great
austerities and doing good deeds 13. §2. 37—
40;  (2) She is mentioned in the daivata-
varméa narrated by Bhisma to Yudhisthira;
recitation of this wansa destroys sin 5. 151,
7,2; (3) She is mentioned among those
who are present in the sabha of Brahmadeva
2. 11.-29. F. Functioos : Residing in
the rasatala, the seventh world of the earth,
she lets milk flow continually which is pro-
duced from the essence of the earth and
which, as a rusa, constitutes the essence of
all the six rasas; out of her milk, falling on
the earth, is created the sea of milk; water of
the ocean that was churned by the gods and
the demons was mixed with the milk of
Surabhi and her {our daughters; milk oozing
from Surabhi provides nectar !sudha) to
those whose food is sudha, svadha for the
manes, and gmrta for those who live on
amrta 5, 100, 1, 2, 4, 7-13, G. Events:
(1) Seeing Aditi practising severe austerities,
Surabhi did the same on the peak of the
Kailasa mountain, standing on one foot and
resorting to the highest yoga ( paramam
yogyam asthsta 13. 82. 28 ); this she did for ten
thousand and ten hundred years; tormented by

(74)



