Hanimaat |

Mah3bhdrata ¢ Cultural Index

[ Hanamant

unrivalled form which he had assumed when he
leapt over the ocean; only then Bhima would
believe what Haniimant had told about him-
self; Hanumant informed Bhima that it was
not possible to assume forms of the bygone age;
one acquired the strength, form and prowess
according to the yuga in which one lived; he
had to follow the (rule of the ) yuga, since no
one could go beyond Time (yuge yuge | bala-
vargmaprabhava hi prahiyanty wabhavants
CQ ... YUGaMm sumanuvaridms kalo hs dura-
tikramah 3. 148. 7, 8 ); when Bhima persisted
in his request, Hanumant indreased his body
immensely to lock like mountain Mainaksa
and showed Bhima the form he had assumed
to cross the ocean 3. 149. 2-4; description
of the body 3. 149. 4-7, 13; Hanumant
told Bhima that he could grow even more,
as much as he liked; Bhima then requested
Hanumant to assume his former shape 3.
149. 8-12 ( Hanumant st. 8) when Bhima
asked why Rama himself had to go to Ra-
vana when Hanumant could destroy Lanka,
Hanumant told him that if he had killed
Ravana, Rama’s fame would have suffered 3,
149. 14-20; Hanumant then permitted Bhima
to depart and showed him the way leading
to the Saugandhikavana: and the garden of
Kubera; he warned Bhima not to pluck the
flowers himselt and asked him to show regard
for the deities; he asked Bhima not to act
rashly bat follow the dharma 3. 149. 21-24;
Hanumant then gave a long discourse on
dharma to Bhima (explaining to him trayi,
varta and dandaniti; the duties of the four
varnas; the conduct of a king ) 3. 149. 26-52;
Hanumant contracted his body a.d embraced
Bhima; the embrace removed Bhima's fatigue;
with taltering voice and tears in his eyes
Hanamant asked Bhima to remember him and
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not to tell anyone of his whereabouts; baving
embraced a morial ( Bhima ) Hanimant was
happy to be reminded of Rama; Hanumant
offered a boon to Bhima : if Bhima so wished
Hanumant could go Hastinapura and kil] the
sons of Dhrtarastra or crush their town with
a rock 3, 150. 1-9; but Bhima told Hani-
mant that he (H.) had already done all that he
could do for Bhima; instead of a boon he only
asked tor Hanumant's torgiveness and favour;
the Pandavas had found in Haniimant their
support which would help them to win the war;
hearing that Hantimant told Bhima that due to
brotherly feelings and friendliness ( bhratrtvat
squhrdac capi 3. 150, 13 ), whenever Bhima
roared in battles, Hunumant would add his
roar to it and increase its volume; he would
stand on the flag-siaffl of Arjuna and roar
which would deprive the enemies of their
lives; hence Arjuna’s banner often described
48 marked by a monkey (vanara, kapi,
Sakhamrga, but the monkey is not named
Hanumant ) 5. 47.46; 5. 59. 13; 6. 56. 7
9,20, 27; 6. 67.3; 6.78.9; 6. 112. 114; 7.-
9. 14: 7.17. 21; 7. 80. 8, 9 ( the monkey
terrified the army of the Kauravas); 7. 80.
29; 7. 102. 6; 7. 114. 81; 9. 9. 59; 10. 12.
25; 14. 51. 54; 14. 82.29; 14. 83. 12, 23.
so saying Hanumant disappeared 3. 150,
14-15. F. Meeting with Rima and the fight
between Valin and Sugriva : When Rama
and Laksmana arrived on top of the Réya-
muka mountain and saw five monkeys,
Hanumant, as a messenger of Sugriva,
approached them; Rama and Laksmana first
talked with Hanumant and then approached
Sugriva to form triendship with him 3. 264.
9-11; (later, in the fight between Valin and
Sugriva ) when Rama could not distinguish
between them, Hanumant stuck a garland



