Pasupata ]

1.2 Names of Missiles, Weapons, Bows elc.

[ Pasupata

gave it to (1) Arjuna : Two accounts :
(i) Arjuna desired to have Siva's Pafupata
missile so that he could burn the Danavas,
the Raksasas, the Bhutas, the Pigacas, the
Gandharvas and the mythical serpents
( pannagas) in battle; he could then be a
match for Bhisma, Drona, Krpa, and Karna
3.41,7,9,11; Arjuna called it Brahma.
siras which was terrific and of fierce power
(yat tad brahmasiro nama raudram bhima-
parakramam ) 3. 41. 8; Siva ready to give
Pagupata, his dear weapon (dayitam astram),
to Arjuna as he was capable of possessing
(dharana), releasing (moksa), and with-
drawing (sazzhara) it 3. 41, 13; to receive
it, Arjuna purified himself and remained fully
attentive ( §ucir bhutvd samahitah); he
folded his hands and said to Siva ¢ recite ( the
mantra)’ (adhigva ); Siva then taught it
to Arjuna together with its secrets and mode
of withdrawal ( sarahasyanivartanam) 3. 41.
17-18; the missile, like the God of Death in
bodily form, then waited on Arjuna; at that
time the earth trembled and there was a loud
sound of conches, drums and bheris by thou-
sands; the gods and demons saw the missile
in bodily form standing near Arjuna 3. 41.
17-22; 1. 1. 109; 3. 163. 48, S1; 6.116. 38;
8.57.44; (ii) During the night, after Arjuna
took the vow to kill Jayadratha the next
day before sunset, Krsna advised Arjuna to
acquire the knowledge of the great Pajupata
missile from Siva in order to be able to
accomplish his vow; Krsna advised Arjuna
to mentally approach god éiva; Arjuna
touched water ( sa7ispréyambhah ), sat down
on the ground, and mentally went to Bhava
(Siva) 7.57.17-19; Arjuna praised Siva and
made him favourable to give the missile 7.
57. 59; Siva told Arjuna and Krsna that

nearby there was a lake of nectar where he
had left his divine bow and arrow; he asked
them to get his bow and arrow 7. 57. 64—
65; when they brought the bow and arrow,
a Brahmacarin came from the side of Siva; he
held the bow and, putting the arrow on it,
drew it according the prescriptions (vyakarsac
capi vidhivat sasaram dhanur uttamam 7,
57.75); having seen how the Brahmacarin
held the bow in his grip, how he drew the
string, and the posture adopted by him
(tasya maurvisn ca mustith ca sthanam
calaksya pandavah 7. 57.76), and having
heard the mantra recited by Siva, Arjuna
understood the way how to employ Pasupata;
the arrow was shot by the Brahmacarin in
the lake and the bow was again placed in
it; Arjuna then remembered the boon Siva
granted to him during his stay in the forest
(@ranyaka) and his meeting Siva, and wished
that he might now receive the boon; knowing
Ariupa’s mind, Siva gave him the boon, the
Pasupata missile, and wished him success in
accomplishing his vow; Krsna and Arjuna
bowed down to Siva and, when permitted to
leave, delighted they returned to their camp,
7. 57.73-81; (Siva gave missile to Arjuna
7.173.100); (2) Besides Arjuna, Krsna
knew the use of Pagupata 7. 57.79; 8.
57. 44; Bhisma is not so sure about Krspa's
knowledge of the Pasupata 6. 116. 39.
D. Effects : The missile, when released,
produced thousands of tridents ( §ulas),
fierce maces ( gadas cograpradaréanah ),
and charmed arrows having the form of
anumantritah ) 3. 41. 10. E. Restrictions
on its use : Arjuna was specifically told by
Siva that the missile was never to be used
against men (na prayojyanm bhaved elan
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