Barhaspatya |

1.2 Names of Missiles, Weapons, Bows etc.

[ Brahmadanda

the war to attack the Paranikabhid Vyuha
of the Pandavas 8. 31. 5, 1; its ‘right wing"®
(daksina paksa) was constituted by Krpa, the
Magadha warriors ( magadha$ ca (?) 8. 31,
11, v. 1. magadhas ca), and Krtavarman;
the wing was further extended ( prapaksa)
by stationing there Sakuni and Ulika, who
were guarded by horsemen from Gandhara
country (8adibhih...gandharibhih 8. 31. 12~
13) and invincible warriors from highlands
( parvatiyai$ ca durjayash 8.31. 13); on the
¢ left side ' (vama parsva) stood the Sam-
saptakas with thirty-four thousand chariot-
fighters, who would not leave the battle,
together with the sons of Dhrtarastra; the
left wing was further extended ( prapaksa)
by ordering the Kambojas, the Sakas and
the Yavanas to be there; they were there
with chariots and horse-men, and foot-soldiers;
in the middle of the front of the army stood
Karna himself to guard it; he was offered
protection by his sons; he looked suitable as
the leader of the vyiha; the rear ( prsthatah )
of the army was taken care of by Duh-
éisana, seated on a huge elephant ( maha-
dvipaskandhagatah 8.31.19 ) and surrounded
by different armies; he was followed by
Duryodhana with his brothers on horse-backs,
and the Madras and the Kekayas to protect
him; A$vatthaman, the Kuru heroes, and
elephants mounted by the Mlecchas were
behind the army of the chariot-fighters ( anva-
yus tad rathanikam); they were assisted
by horse-men ( sadibhié casthitah); many
thousands of brave warriors, who would not
show their backs, armed with pattiéa and
swords, acted as foot-guards of elephants and
of foot-soldiers (?) (tesam padatindganarm
padaraksah sahasrasah 8. 31. 24); the
Barhaspatya vyuba shone like the army of
the gods or of the Asuras 8. 31. 11-25.

Bahukantaka nt. : Name of a particular
manceuvre employed in a wrestling match.

Karna employed it to split the joint in
Jarasandha's body while wrestling with him
(but did not kill him ) (b@hubhih samasasi-
Jetdm ubhav api balanvitau || bahukantaka-
yuddhena tasya karno ‘'tha yudhyatah
bsbheda sandhim dehasya ) 12. 5. 3-4 [ bahu-
kantakarn (bahu-kantakaw?) ketakapatram
tadvad yatra baling durbalasya Sariram
patyate tad bahukantakam nama yuddham
Ni.on 12. 5. 4 (Bom. Ed.)].

Bibhisika f. : A kind of madya used by
the Gandbarvas to frighten men.

Arjuna told the Gandharva Angaraparna
that the Bibhisika employed by him had no
effect on those who knew the use of the
astras; if employed, it vanished like foam
(astrajriesu prayuktaisa phenavat pravili-
yate) 1. 158. 24,

Brahmadanda m. : A weapon of Brah-
man ( NI., however, brahmadanda @bhscari-
kavidya on 2. 5. 122, Bom. Ed.).

Described as ¢ very fierce’ ( mahdghora),
‘ baving lustre like the fire on the Doom’s
Day’ ( kaldgnisamatejas ) 1. 49. 24; Narada
asked Yudhisthira whether he knew the use
of the Brahmadanda 2. 5. 111; one of the
weapons placed by Siva on his chariot when it
was made ready for the fight with the Tripuras
( other weapons placed on the chariot being
Kaladanda, Rudradanda ) 8.24.79; Brahma-
danda used for various comparisons : (1) the
$akti hurled by Yudhisthira at éa]ya and
which killed him was said to be ¢ unfailing"’
(amogha ) like the Brahmadanda 9. 16. 42;
(2) the arrows of Arjuna which struck
Bhisma (6. 114. 57) had the touch of Brahma-
danda ( brahmadandasamasparéah ); and the
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