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1.2 Names of Missiles, Weapons, Bows elc.

[ Brahmasiras?

vyamusicata ) 10. 15, 9, (brahmasiram apy
avapyaitad ... ksatradharman  mahabahur
ndkampata dhanarnjayah) 10.15. 215 (2)
Envious of Arjuna, Asvatthaman asked his
father to teach him Brahmagiras; Drona gave
it to him but not with a pleased mind (nati-
hrstamana iva ) 10. 12. 6; ( since Agvattha-
man could not make use of it) he wanted to
exchange it with Krsna for his (Sudargana )
Cakra so that Agvatthaman could be invin-
cible 10. 12. 15, 36; Krsna offered to give
any one of his weapons to Aévatthaman with-
out receiving from him in return his Brabma-
4iras 10, 12. 18-19; Asvatthaman chose
the Cakra but failed even so much as to move
it from its place 10. 12. 20-23. E. Use:
As Aévatthaman was cruel and rash, there
was every danger of his using Brahmagiras
against Bhima, who was chasing him 10. 12.
40; when Aévatthaman actually used it on an
igika, Krsna advised Arjuna to release his
Brahmagiras to counter it; Arjuna got down
trom the chariot with bow and arrow in
band, wished ¢ well * (svasti 10. 14. 5; 1. 1.
155) first to Agvatthdman, then to himself
and to his brothers (the Pandavas); then

bowing down to deities and teachers, he

released Brahmagiras, wishing welfare, and
saying ‘may the missile pacify ( Asvattha-
man’s ) missile * ( utsasarja $ivam dhyayann
astram astrena $amyatam) 10. 14. 4-6; 10.
15.2, 20; 1.1.155; at that time fire broke
out like the fire at the end of the aeon; the fire
of Arjuna’s missile matched the fire of Asvat-
thiman's missile; as & result terror struck the
creatures, skies were filled with great sound
ind were engulfed in fire, earth, with its
mountains and trees, shook; the two missiles
produced heat with their lustre 10. 14, 7-11;
just then Narada and Krsna Dvaipayana, de-
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siring welfare for all the people, appeared and
stood between the two missiles; they pointed
out that Brahmagiras was never used by any
one before against men 10. 14.16; in response
to their appeal, Arjuna immediately withe
drew his Brahmasgiras; but A§vatthaman could
not 10. 15. 1-15; moreover, if Brahmasiras
was pacified by the other powerful missile
( paramastra ) there would be no rain in the
land for twelve years 10. 15. 23; Agvattha-
man then directed his missile towards the
fostus of the Pandavas 10, 15. 31, 32; 10.
16. 9. [See Isika, Brahmasiras?, Brahma-
stra ]

Brahmatiras? nt. : Name of the missile
of Siva ( Rudra) (identified with the fierce
(ghora), divine (divya) Pagupatastra 3.
41. 7).

A. Origin : It arose from amria 3.
89. 11; Rudra acquired it with austerities
3. 89. 10. B. Description : great (mahat)
and unrivalled (apratima) 3. 89. 10, fierce,
of terrible power (raudram bhimaparakra-
mam ) 3. 41. 8; 3. 89. 11; it destroys the
whole world at the time of the yuganta 3.
41. 8. C. Given to Arjuna: Arjuna
requested Siva to give his Brahmagiras
(Pagupata ); armed with it, Arjuna wanted
to burn in battle the Danavas, the Raksasas,
the Bhiitas, the Pisacas, the Gandbarvas,
and the Pannagas; using it Arjuna wanted
to fight with Bhisma, Drona. Krpa, and
Kamma 3. 41. 8-11; Arjuna received it from
Rudra together with the mantras to be
recited at the time of its employment, the
mode of withdrawing it, and the benediction
meant for expiation ( if wrongly used) sama-
ntram sasamhdram saprayafcittamangalam
3. 89. 11 (however, NI. prayascittam astra-
gniné niraparadhdndr dahe yo dosas tasyq
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