Mandala ]

1.2 Names of Missiles, Weapons, Bows elc.

[ Mahavyuha

It belonged to Sahadeva; he blew it on
the first day of the war when the two armies
were arrayed against each other 6. 23. 16;
he blew it the next day at the start of the
war 6. 47. 26, (and presumably on all the
following days ).

Mandala m. : Name of a particular
arrangement of the army ( vy%ha ).

Described as bristling with many weapons
( nanadastrasamakula ) 6. 77, 12; very large
( sumahdvyha ); difficult to be penetrated
(‘durbhedya ); difficult to be reached by the
enemies (aripam durasadah) 6. 77. 20;
very terrible ( paramadaruna) 6. 77. 21;
Bhisma arranged the Kaurava army according
to this vy#ha on the seventh day of the war 6.
77. 11-12; it faced the west ( pratyarimukha)
6. 77. 20; it was surrounded on all sides by
many thousands of chariots, large troops of
horsemen holding rstis and tomaras; every
elephant was guarded by seven chariots, and
every chariot by seven horsemen; near every
horseman were stationed ten archers, and
seven swordsmen (carmspah lit. © holding
shields*) stood guard near every archer 6.
77. 13-14; to counter the Mandalavyuha the
Pandavas used the Vajravyuha 6. 77. 21.

Mandalardba m.: Name of a particular
arrangement of the army (vy@ha ).

Yudhisthira arranged the army of the
Pandavas according to this wyizha on the
twelfth day of the war to counter the Suparna-
vyuha of the Kauravas 7. 19. 4.

Mahavyuha m. : Name of a particular
way of arranging the army (wyiha).

Described as extremely invincible
( sudurjaya) 6. 95.38; (1) Bhisma, Dropa
ayd Duryodhana arranged on the second
day of the war the Kaurava army according

to Mahavyuha to counter the Krauifica
vyuha of the Pandavas 6. 47. 1, 10;
6. 48. 10; in this arrapgement BhIsma, sur-
rounded by a large army, was in the front;
he was followed by Drona, accompanied
by the Kuntalas, Daéérr_las. Magadhas and
many others; Sakuni with his army, as
also the Gandbaras, Sindhusauviras, the
Sibis, and the Vasitis, moved with Drona to
protect him; Duryodhapna, with his brothers,
and the Aévatakas, the Vikarnas, the Sar-
milas and the Kosalas, and many others took
positions to offer protection to the army of
Sakuni; Bburifravas, Sala, Salya, Bhaga-
datta, Vinda and Anuvinda of the Avanti,
stood on the left side of the vyuha (wvama-
paréva); Saumadatti ( Bburisravas), Susar-
man, Sudaksina of the Kamboja country,
Satﬁyu and Srutayu took care of the right side
( daksina paréva ); Agvatthaman, Krpa, and
Krtavarman with a large army guarded the
rear (semdprsthe wyavasthitah); kings of
many countries, Ketumant, Vasudana, and
the son of the Kasi king acted as the rear-
guards of the army ( prsthagopah) 6. 47.
11-20; (2) Apparently the Kalinga king,
when asked by Duryodhana to protect Dropa
and attack Bhima (6. 49. 37, 38; 6. 50, 1,
3 ff. ), had arranged his army in the Maha-
vyuha way ( mahavyihah kalinganam 6. 50.
113); in tbat vyuba many elephants, horse-
men, and chariot fighters took part ( ndga-
$varathasamkulah); Bhima, by himself,
was able to crush it 6. 50. 113; (3) Bhisma
arranged the Kaurava army according to the
Mahavyiiha on the eighth day of the war 6.
83. 5, 13, 15; it looked like an ocean ( 8agara-
pratima ) 6. 83. 5, ( sdgaropama) 6. 83. 16;
the vyuha was led by Bhisma, accompanied
by the Malavas, Daksinatyas, and the Avan-
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