Vajra' ]

1.2 Names of Missiles, Weapons, Bows etc.

[ Vajra:

Arjuna (aéanitn grhys tarasa vajram
astram avasrjat), and told the gods that
the two were killed 1. 218. 29-30; Krsna
paralysed Indra who wanted to strike him
with Vajra ( reference to the Khandava fire ?)
13. 143. 26, 23; (ii) when Indra could not
dissuade Uttanka from desisting to dig the
earth with just a stick, he joined his Vajrastra
with the stick; the earth, torn asunder by the
strokes of Vajra, made way for Uttanka to
go to the Nagaloka 14 57. 31-32; 2. Inci-
dents not related to the epic : (i) Indra
threatened king Marutta, first through Agni,
that in case the king did not forsake Sam-
varta who acted as his priest at the sacri-
fice, he would hurl his Vajra at him 14, 9. 24;
he again threatened Marutta, through the Gan-
dharva Dbrtarastra, that he would use his
Vajra against the king 14. 10. 1, 2, 4,7;
Sarvarta, however, assured Marutta that if
Indra with his Vajra arrived to strike the
king, he would paralyse Indra, and that he
had destroyed before the weapons of all the
gods; Samvarta then said : * let the wind
blow and may it drive away the Vajra to the
directions; let there be rain and may it fall
on the forests; let waters float in the mid-
region and let there be lightning in the sky
(dido vajram vrajatan vayur elu varsam
bhiitva mipatatu kananesu | apah plavantv
antarikse vrthg ca saudamini dréyatam ma
bibhas tvam // ) 14. 10. 13; (vajram tatha
sthapayatanm ca vayuh) 14. 10. 14; Marutta
wae still afraid of the sound ot Vajra and of
the winds, and then Samvarta again assured
the king that he would become wind and
strike down the Vajra to dispel the king’s
fear 14. 10. 15-16; (ii) Indra asked his
missile Vajra in the bodily form ( mirtisarns-
thita ) to turn into a tiger and kill Suvarna-

sthivin, son of king Srhjaya, as he was
afraid of the prince’s growing strength 12
31. 27-28; when Vajra (wvajrah) was 80
addressed, he began to look for a suitable
opportunity and when it arrived he, as tiger,
killed Suvarpasthivin; after killing the
prince, the tiger disappeared by the maya of
Tndra 12. 31, 20-34; (iii) when the sage
Cyavana wanted to offer Soma to Asvin®i
Indra objected to it; in spite of the objec-
tion, when Cyavana was about to fill
the cup for the Agvina, Indra threatened
Cyavapna to strike him with Vajra; when
Cyavana still proceeded to fill the cup, and
Indra was about to strike the Vajra, Cyavana
paralysed Indra’s arm 3. 124. R, 15-17; 14. 9,
31-32; 12. 329. 14(3); 3. Mythological
incidents : (i) Vrtra episode : (a) in the
battle between the gods and Vrtra, helped by
the Kalakeyas, Indra released his Vajra to kill
Vrtra; when struck by the Vajra, Vrira was
killed 3.99. 1-3, 13-14; however, Indra felt
as if he had not released the Vajra from his
hand and that Vrtra was not killed 3. 99, 15;
(b) when the gods approached Visnu for his
help in their fight against Vrtra, Visnu adwsed
them to establish peace for the time bemg
with Vrtra, and when the proper time came he
would enter the Vajra of Indra 5. 10, 11-12;
Vrtra was ready to make peace if he would
not be attacked by Indra or by the gods with
anything that was dry or wet, which was stouu
or wood, which was a weapon ( $astra) or
Vajra, and if they would strike neither by
day nor by night 5. 10. 29; Indra killed Vrtrl
with foam which was fortified with Vajrr
Visnu had entered that foam (savaJram
atha phenam tam ksipraim vrire nisysta-
van | pravisya phemarn tar vispur atha\
vrtram vyanadsayat) 5. 10. 38; 3. 299, 15;
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