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vrsnis and Kurus, thought it was time for
him to leave the world (sa cintaydno *ndhaka-
yrsnindsam kuruksayah caiva ... mene tatah
samkramanasya kalam) 16. 5. 18; (36)
The P&ndavas were very much grieved when
they heard from Daruka the destruction of
yarspeyas, Bhojas, Kukuras and Andhakas
( $rutva vinasian varsgneyan -sabhojakukura-
ndhakan |) 16. 6. 2; (37) Arjuna seeing
Dvaraka after the destruction of Y#davas
compared it with a river of which Vrspis
and Andhakas formed the water (tam sa
vrsnyandhakajalarm ... dvarakasaritan tada |
... dadar$arjuno dhiman) 16. 6. 8, 10;
(38) Arjuna told the people of DvAraka ga-
thered in the assembly hall that he himself
would take with him Vrgnis and Andhakas
to Sakraprastha; there Vajra would be their
king; when Arjuna left Dvaraka, servants,
¢lephant- and chariot-drivers of Andhakas
and Vrspis, as also their sons, followed
him; many thousands of women of Bhojas,

Andhakas and Vysnls, who had lost their |

husbands left Dvarakd to follow Arjuna;
on their way to Indraprastha when they
were attacked by Mlecchas (also called
Dasyus 16. 8. 44, 47, 58, 60 or Abhiras 16.
8. 45) the latter captured the women of
‘Vrspis, Andhakas and took them away
( Sakraprastham ahani nesye vrsnyandhaka-
janam svayam |[... vajro ’yarn bhavatam
raja $akraprasthe bhavisyati [[... bhrtyas
tv andhakavrsninam sadino rathinas ca
ye | .. putr@$ candhakavrsninam sarve
partham anuvratah ... bahuni ca sahasrani
prayutany arbudani ca | bhojavrsnyandhaka-
strindm hatandthani niryayuh [[... vrsnyan-
dhakavarastriyah | jagmur adaya te mlec-
chah) 16. 8. 10-11, 28-30, 34, 36, 38, 61;
(39) On his way to HBstinapura, Arjuna

told Vydsa about the destruction of Bhojas,
Vrsnis and Andhakas due to mutual killing;
they fought each other with eraka grass; a
total of one thousand and five hundred
of them was killed ( bhojavrsnyandhaka
brahman anyonyam tair hatarmn yudhi |
...'ta erokabhir nihatah .../| hatam pafica-
$atam tesam sahasram bahusalinam |
nidhananm samanupraptarm samasadyetare=
taram) 16. 9. 9-11 (however, Ni. on
Bom. Ed. 16. 8. 11: paficasatain sahasrarn
sahasragunitami  paficalaksanity arthah);
Vy#isa consoled Arjuna by saying that the
great heroes among Vrspis and Andhakas
were destroyed due to the curse of a
Brahmana and hence Arjuna should not
grieve over the cvent; it was ordained for
them ( brahmasapavinirdagdha vrsnyandha-

‘kamaharathah | vinast@ ... na tai $ocitum

arhasi | bhavitavyam tatha tad dhi distam
etan mahatmanamy) 16. 9. 25-26; (40)
On reaching Hastinapura, Arjuna informed
Yudhisthira what had happened to Vrsni
and Andhaka people (dacasta tad yatha-
vritarn vrsnyandhakajanam prati) 16, 9. 38;
(41) Having heard from VaiSampayana
about the battle fought with musala (i. e.
with eraka blades fortified with the parti-
cles of musala) in the family of Vrsgis and
Andhakas, Janamejaya asked him what the
Pandavas did after that incident (evam
vrsnyandhakakule $rutva mausalam aha-
vam ) 17. 1.1 (Ni, on Bom. Ed. 16. 1. 11 ¢
mausalam musalakrtam kadanam and on
16. 1. 13 (= Cr. Edn, 16. 2. 2) : musalaih
erakalagnair musalakanaih); (42) Indra
showed to Yudhisthira, Vrspi and Andhaka
heroes seated among the group gods Sa-
dhyas, Vasus and Maruts ( sddhyanam atha
devanam vasindm marutam apl | ganesu
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