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[ Abhigaha

-49. 59, C. Special feature : Known for
sharp and long swords, lances, $aktis, para-
dvadhas and sharp axes which were pro-
duced there (nisitdams caiva dirghdsin
rstisaktiparasvadhan | aparantasamudbhl-
tanms tathaiva parasam Sitan [[) 2. 47, 24,
D. Epic event : The above arms were
brought as tribute for Yudhisthira by the
people who came for his Rajaslya ( balim
ca krtsnam adaya dvari tigthanti varitah)
2, 41, 25.

Abhisara m. (pl.)1 Name of a Janas
pada.

A. Location : Listed by Samjaya
among the (northern) Janapadas of the
Bharatavarsa (ata urdhvam janapadan ni-
bodha gadato mama) 6. 10, 37, 5; ( abhi-
sarah kulwtas ca) 6.10.52,  B. Chara-
cteristic : They are described as haughty,
fond of battles, strong and having firm (?)
‘hands ( samrambhino yuddhasaund@ balino
drdhapanayah) 8. 51. 19. C. Epic
‘event : Mentioned among those who fought
against Arjunay struck by his artows they
fled in fear ( darvabhisara daradah) 7. 68.
42; (Sarai$ ca $ataso viddhas ... pradra-
vanta rane bhitah) 7. 68. 45; pointed out
to Arjuna by Kyspa among those who had
gathered round the Kurus to help Suyo-
dhana (darvabhisara daradah ... ete suyo-
dhanasyarthe samrabdhah kurubhih saha’)
‘8. 51. 18, 20,

Abhigaha m. (pl.) : Name of a Jana-
pada and its people; mentioned almost
always along with $drasenas, Sibis and
Vasdtis (in 7. 132. 24 Bahlikas appear in
place of Sibis ).

A. Characteristic : They are counted
twice among the twelve Janapadas (abhi-

sahah strasendh ... dvadasaite janapadah)
6. 18. 12-13; 6. 114. 76=77: Kgatriyas (7.
136. 4), distinguished by their armour, they
are said to be brave, ready to die in battle
( $@iras tanutyajah 6. 18. 14) and haughty
due to pride (abhisahah kavacinah praha-
ranto madotkatah) 8. 4. 37; very much
excited in battle ( abhi gahan ... yuddhadur-
madan) 1. 136. 4; strong ( balavantah) 6.
112, 107; they ranked as maharathas 6.
112. 107, 111. B. Epic events : (‘1)
AbhisBihas, Stirasenas, Sibis and Vasdtis
were among the thousands of charioteers
who followed Duhéasana and other heroes
acting as rear-guards ( prsyhagopah 6. 18.
10) of Bhisma (ratha@ vimsatisahasras ...
abhisahah $urasenah $ibayo ’tha vasata-
yah || ... mahata rathavamm$ena te ’'bhya-
raksan pitamaham) 6. 18, 10, 12, 14; (2)
On the ninth day of the war, Abhisdhas,
Siirasenas and others did not run away
from Bhigma though they were being killed
by the sharp arrows of the Pandavas (abhi-
sahah $urasendh S$ibayo 'tha vastayah |
samgrame najahur bhismar vadhyamanah
gitaih Saraih |/ ... vadhyamanah panda-
veyair mah@tmabhih) 6..102, 7-8; (3)
On the tenth day of the war, Abhis@ihas,
$urasenas, Sibis and Vasfitis attacked
Arjuna as the moths jump on fire; they
were burnt by Arjuna with his heavenly
missiles; struck by Arjuna the charioteers
fell down with their standards, the horse-
riders with their horses, and the elephant-
riders with their elephants ( abhi sah@h Sura-
senah $ibayo 'tha vasatayah [-.. abhipetd
rane pdrtharh patarigd iva pavakam [/ )
6. 112, 109-112; ( sadhvaja rathinah petur
hayaroh@ hayaih saha | gajah saha gaja-
rohkaip ) 6.112. 115; (4) On the tenth
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