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sub-caste of Ksatriyas born of intermixture
of Ksatriyas with the other three Varpas
(ksatrajatir athambastha ... ete caturbhyo
varnebhyo jayante vai parasparam [|) 12.
285. 8-9. C. Qualities : Brave and
willing to die in war ( $§irds tanutyajah)
6. 18. 14: strong ( balavantah) 6. 112. 107;
very difficult to be defeated in war ( sarm«
khye sudurjayah) 8. 57.31; according (0
Yudhisthira they were not wicked and were
of good character and good conduct (anr-
$amsah $ilavrttopapannah) 5. 30. 24; they
were ranked as maharathas 6. 112. 107, 111;
D. Epic Events : (1) Mentioned among
the peoples conquered by Nakula in his
expedition to the west before the Rajaslya
(ambasthan ... vyajayat purusarsabhah) 2.
29. 6, 8; (2) Ambasthas are mentioned
among those Ksatriyas who brought wealth
in hundreds for the Rajasiiya of Yudhi-
sthira (ambasthah kaukurds ... ahar sub kga-
triyd...vittam) 2. 48.14,16; (3) Mentioned
by Yudhisthira among those warriors whom
Duryodhana was able to collect to fight
against the Pandavas; he asked Samjjaya to
wish them well on his behalf ( ye rajanah
pandavayodhanaya  samanita  dharta-
rastrena kecit [... tathambastha ...|| tes@m
sarvesam kusalam tata prccheb) 5. 30.23-24;
(4) Mentioned among the twenty thousand
charioteers of the twelve Janapadas who
followed Duhéasana and other sons of
Dhytardstra when they acted as rear-guards
of Bhisma (ratha vimsatisahasras tathai-
sam anuydyinah |... tathambasthas ... dva-
dasaite janapadah) 6. 18. 12-14; mentioned
among the Ksatriyas who were near Bhisma
when he stood in front of the army
(bhismo ’gratah sarvasainyasya ... tasya
sainyam ... ye cambagthah ksatriyah) 6. 20.

9-10; (5) Mentioned among those who,
when instigated by Duryodhana, attacked
Arjuna as do moths the fire (ambasthak
kekayaih saha | abhipet% . rane partham
patangd iva pavakam ||) 6. 112. 110; (6)
Mentioned among the twelve Janapadas
who did not forsake Bhisma, just before his
fall, on the tenth day of the war although
they were wounded by arrows (ambasthak
... dvadasaite janapadah ... samgrame na
jahur bhigmam yudhyamanam kiritind) 6.
114.77; (7) Mentioned by Bhiyma among
those people who were once defeated by
Karpa (ambagsthas ca ... jitas tvaya) 7.4. 5;
(8) Mentioned among the warriors who,
on the eleventh day of the war, formed
the extremity of the left wing of Dropa’s
yyha which was guarded by Krpa and
others (krpa$ ca krtavarma ca ... savyam
parévam apalayan || tesam prapaksal ...
madras trigartah sambasthah) 1. 6. 4-6;
(9) Mentioned among the warriors who
formed the rear of the Suparpavyiha
(7. 19.4) arranged by Drona on the ele-
venth day of the war (prathe kallrgah
sambasthah) 7. 19. 11; (10) Mentioned
among the three thousand horse-riders
who, led by Duryodhana on the fourteenth
day of the war, attacked Satyaki as moths
do the fire (trini sddisahasrani duryo-
dhanapurogamah ... kunindas tanganambae
sthah ... abhyadravanta $aineyani $alabhdh
pavakarm yatha [/ ) 7. 97. 13-14; every rock
that was thrown by the Ambasthas and
others was pierced and broken by S&tyaki
with his nardca arrows ( a$mavrstim ... am=
basthai$ ca kunindaif ca ksiptam ksiptam
sa satyakih | naracaib prativivyadha) 7. 9%.
39-40; (11) Mentioned among those who
were killed by Yudhigthira during the night
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