Abhirs ]

J.6 Namss of Countries, f’eopiu. Islands etc.

[ Aratfs

the west of Khapdavaprastha (nirydya
khdndavaprasthat praticim abhito disam 2.
29. 2) Abhiras are said to live on the bank
of -the river Sarasvati | $udrabhiraganads
caiva ye casritya sarasvatim) 2.29.9. B.
Characteristics : They are called Mlecchas
16. 8. 61; Dasyus 16. 8. 44, 47, 58, 60; they
live on fish (vartayantl ca ye matsyair ...)
2,29.9; fight with sticks ( yastipraharanah)
16. 8. 47; plunderers (loptraharinah) 16. 8,
47; evil doers ( papakarmanah ) 16. 8. 453
greedy (lobhopahatacetasah) 19. 8. 45;
whose sight was inauspicious (asubhadarsa-
nah) 16. 8. 45; who did not know dharma
(adharmajﬁa_h) 16. 8. 50; who did not
follow the correct course (mudhah) 16.8.51.
- (. Bpicevents : (1) Nakula in his expedi»
tion to the west before the Rajasfiya brought,
among others, the clans of Abhiras under
his control ( $udrabhi ragana$ caiva ... vase
cakre) 2. 29.9-10;  (2) They fought on
the side of the Kauravas; on the twelfth day
of the war they were placed at the neck of
the Suparga Vyiiha (7.19.4-5) arranged by
Drona ( $iirabhira daserakah |[... grivayam)
7.19.7; (3) When Arjuna reached Pafica
nada along with men and women of the
Bhojas, Vrspis and Andhakas ( 16. 8, 33~
38, 43), the Abhiras consulted among
themselves and knowing that Arjuna was
the only warrior to escort the women,
thousands of them, equipped with sticks,
dttacked Bhojas and others to loot their
wealth; they did not mind the threats of
Afjuna and kidnapped the women under his
charge; Arjuna struck some of them with
his. arrows . and - when the .arrows were
exhausted he killed the Dasyus with the tip
of his bow; but the Mlecchas succeeded in
taking :away with them Vygni -women in

spite of Arjuna’s effort to protect them
( abhira mantrayam asuh ‘sametyasubhadars
$anah || ayam eko 'rjuno yoddha ...| nayaty
asman atikramya «J/ tato yastipraharapd
dasyavas te sahasrasah | abhyadhavanta
vrsninam tawm janam . || tathoktas ‘tena
virena kadarthikrtya tadvacah | abhipetur
Jjanam «.. | ... éaraih partho ... | jaghdna
dasy@n .../| .. dhanuskotya tada dasyan avae
dhit pakasasanih || preksatas tv eva parthas
sya vr;nyandhakavarastriyab | jagmur adaya
te mlecchah [) 16. 8, 43-61; Arjuna repore
ted the abduction of Vrspi women by
Abhiras to Vyasa (pasyato vrsnidarad ca.
mama brahman sahasras$ah | abhirair anu=
srtyajau hrtah) 16. 9. 16, D. Past event :
Sarasvati formerly disappeared at Vinajana
due to her hatred for $udras and Abhiras
(tato vinasanar...| Sidrabhiran prati dvesad
yatra nasia sarasvati ) 9. 36. 1. E. They
figure in a prophecy 1 While describing the
end of the Kali era to Yudhigthira, Markag.
deya counted Abhlras among the Mleccha
kings who would rule the earth ( bahavo
mleccharajanah prthivyam manujadhipa |
.. $udras tathabhira narottama) 3. 186,
29, 30.

Amaratha m, (pl.) : Name of a Jana-
pada (?)

Listed by Samjaya among the (nor-
thern) Janapadas of the Bharatavarsa ( afa
@rdhvam janapadan nibodha gadato mama )'
6. 10. 37, 5; (vatajamarathoragah) 6. 10,
53 (Or is this to be read as vatajama-
rathoragah ?)

Aratta, Bahlika m. (pl.): Name ofa
country and its people; also referred to as
Paficanada (8. 30. 62, 65-66, 74 ), Arattaks
(8,30, 74), Bahli {2 47.22; 5.84.6; 13,
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