Uttarakura ]

1.6 Nawmes of Countrles, Peoples, Islands stc.

[ Wetarakaro

an alternative explanation of the word see
Uttama ).

Uttarakuro m. ( pl. ) : Name of a dvipa
and of the people residing there.

A. Location : Counted by Samjaya
among the four dvipas on the four sides of
mountain Meru ( fasya (i. e. of mount Meru
6. 7. 8) parsve tv ime dvipas catvarah sam-
sthitah prabho |... uttaras caiva kuravah)
6. 7. 11; to the south of Nila mountain and
to the northern side of mount Meru ( daksi-
nena tu nilasya meroh paréve tathottare |
uttara kuravo rajan) 6. 8. 2; the river which
arises from the juice of the fallen fruit of
Jamb{l tree makes a pradaksina of Meru
and flows to the Uttara Kurus ( tasya jam-
bvah phalaraso nadi bhutva janadhipa |
merum  pradaksinam krtva samprayaty
uttaran kurin [] ) 6. 8. 23; it lies beyond the
countries occupied by Mlecchas, and
beyond the mountainous regions occupied
by Vidyadharas, Vanaras, Kimnaras, Kim-
purugas; beyond the Uttara Kurus lie the
Kailasa mountain and the Naranfrayagpi-
§rama ( des$an mlecchaganakirnan...dadr$ur
giripadamé  ca ... vidyadharaganakirnan
yutan vanarakimnaraih | tatha kimpurusais
caiva gandharvai$ ca samantatah || ... te
vyatitya bahiun desan uttaram$ ca kuriin
apl | dadr$ur ... kailasam parvatottamam ||
tasyabhyase tu dadr$ur naranarayanasra-
mam ( 3. 145. 12-13; 15-16; they are con-
ceived to be beyond mountain Meru and

" the Nandana forest and below the world
of Soma 13. 105. 20, 23, 29; Arjuna in
his expedition to the north went up to
the Uttara Kurus but did not enter it; the
Uttara Kurus lay beyond the Sveta
mountain, the residence of Kinipurusas,
the Hataka de§a, Gandharva desa, Hari-

varga in the north (prayayav uttardm
tasmad disam) 2. 24, 1; (evam sa ...
vijigye diSam uttaram) 2. 25. 17, 24; (sa
dvetaparvatain virah samatikramya ... de-
$am kimpurusavasam...tam Jitva hatakam
de$am ... gandharvaraksitam deSam vyaja-
yat pandavas tatah [| ... uttarars harivar-
8am tu samasadya sa pandavah [... uttarah
kuravo hy ete) 2.25.1,3,5,7, 11; (disam
hy udicim api cottaran kuran gandiva-
dhanva ekaratho jigaya) 5. 22, 12; (accor-
ding to Nila. on Bom. Ed. 5. 22. 12 : uttaran
kuran himdacalad apy udagdesan svarga-
bhumiriipan ); they are once distinguished
from the southern Kurus (i. e. the Kuru
country) 1. 102, 10. B. Description :
Holy (punya) 6. 8. 2; 13. 54. 16; delightful
(ramya) 13. 105. 25; where Siddhas live
( siddhanisevita ) 6, 8. 2; abode of those who
have done meritorious acts ( krrapunya-
pratisraya) 6. 7. 11. C. Holiness : (1) The
land of the Uttara Kurus was meant for
those who had no expectations from all
beings, who did not eat meat, who had
abandoned the use of rod, who did no
injury to moving and non-moving beings,
who had become one with all beings, who
had no desires, no attachments, who were
free from passions, who were indifferent to
gain and loss, to abuse and praise (ye
sarvabhitesu nivrttakama amamsada nyas-
tadandas caranti | na himsanti sthavaram
jangamam ca bhistanam ye sarvabhatatma-
bhutah || nirasiso nirmama vitaraga labha-
labhe tulyanind@prasamsah | tathavidha.
nam esa loko maharse) 13. 105. 27-28;
(2) One who donates houschold articles
(like bed etc.), having all qualities, to a
good Brahmaga, who is learned and virtu-
ous, goes to the land of the Uttara Kurys

(683)



