Uttarakuru] 1.6 Names of Countries, Peoples, Islands etc.

[ Uttarakuru

whose origin is in the fire or mountain, de-
light with gods ( devail sardhain modamana
narendra | yatragniyauna$ ca vasanti viprd
hy ayonayah parvatayonaya$ ca ) 13. 105. 25
(Ni. on Bom. Ed. 13. 102, 25: agniyauna
dhrstadyumnavad agnir eva yaunam yonir
yesam te); (5) King Kusika having
seen the golden palace, looking like the
Gandharvanagara, and the wonderful
forest created by sage Cyavana wondered
whether he was bodily transferred to the
land of the Uttarakurus ( aho saha Sarirena
prapto 'smi paramani gatim [ uttaran va
kurtn punyan) 13. 54 1o, 1-2; (6)Indra
showers all wishes on this land ( yatrotrarah
kuravo ... yatra Sakro varsati sarvakanian)
13. 105, 25-26; (7) The gate-keepers of
Harivargsa told Arjuna that those were tle
lands of the Uttarakurus and he could not
conquer their town; one who entered it
did not remain a man: no wars were fought
on the lands of Uttarakurus; even if Arjuna
entered the land he would not be able to
see anything, since no one with a human
body could see anything there ( 7ata enam
... dvarapala samasadya ... vacenam abru-
van || partha nedanmi tvaya Sakyain puram
jetun kathamcana | ... idam puram yah
pravised dnruvami sa na bhaven narah |...
uttarah kuravo hy ete natra yuddham pra-
vartate || pravistas capi kaunteya neha
draksyasi kimcana | na hi manusadehena
$akyam atrabhiviksitum [[) 2 25, 8-12;
(8) Formerly, women were not closete
ed (in four walls), they moved as they
liked, and were independent; they united
with men other than their husbands since
their marriage as virgins, and in ancient
times that was not adharma, but dharma;
that ancient dharma, favourable to wo-

men, was still practised by people of the
Uttara Kurus (anavrtah kila pura striya
asan varanane | kamacaraviharipyah svas
tantra$ carulocane || tasam vyuccaramas
nanam kaumarat subhage patin | nadharmo
*bhut vararohe sa hi dharmah purabhavat ||
... puranadrsto dharmo ‘yam ... uttaresu ca
rambhoru kurugy adyapi vartate [[) 1. 113,
4-5, 6-7; (Ni. on Bom. Ed. 1. 122. 4 :
andvrtéh sarvair drastum yogyah | kamas
caro ratisukham tadartham viharinyah par-
yatanasilah svatantrah Dbhartradibhir ani-
varyal |); where women behaved as they
liked, where men and women were not envi-
ous ( yatra striyah kamacaras caranti [
yatra cergya nasii narinaranam) 13. 105,
26. E. Epic events : (1) Papdu told
Kuntj that the ancient dharma, applicable to
married women, was still followed among
the Uttarakurus 1. 113. 7 (see above D.
Characteristics : No. 7). (2) The gate-
keepers of Harivarsa did not allow Arjuna
to enter the town ( see above D, Characterij-
stics No. 6 ); they advised Arjuna to return;
he then told gate keepers that he would not
enter the land that was prohibited for
human beings; he however asked for trie
bute for Yudhisthira’s Rajasiiya sacrifice;
the gate-keepers then gave Arjuna heavenly
garments, ornaments and animal- and
deer-skins (na pravaksyami vo  deSamn
badhyatvam yadi manusaih | yudhisthiraya
vat kimcit karavan nah pradiyatam || tato
divyani vastrani divyany abharanani ca |
mokajinani divyani tasmai te pradaduh
karam ||) 2.25. 15-16; Dhrtarastra referred
to Arjuna’s conquering the northern direcs
tion and " the Uttarakurus and making them
pay tribute; he also said that Arjuna
brought wealth from them and made them

[M.C. 1. ...80] (637)



