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Kasyapas among the ascetics who were
presnt on Mahendra mountain; Yudhisthira
with his brothers honoured all of them
(tapasanam param cakre satkaram bhra-
trbhih saha || lomasas casya tan sarvin
dcakhyau tatra tapasan | ... vasisthan atha
kasyapan [[) 3. 115, 1-2,

Kitava m, (pl.) : Name of a Janapada
and its people; often mentioned along with
Sauviras,

A. Location and their way of life 3
They are characterized as a Janapada
( kitavah ... dvadasaite janapadah)6. 18. 13-
14; 6. 114.76-77; they lived near the ocean
and along the rivers and lived on wild
grain that grew of its own accord due to
rain water, or along the river side (indra-
krstair vartayanti dhanyair nadimukhaié ca
ye | samudraniskute jatah parisindhu ca
mdnavah || ... vangaé ca kitavaih saha) 2.
47. 9-10 (Ni. on Bom. Ed. 2. 51. 11:
samudrasami pasthaniskute grhodyane samu-
draniskute | indrakrstaih indrepaivakrstaih
na tu karsanadiksetriyakayatnapeksaih
vanadhanyaih vrstyabhave tu nadi mukhaih
nadiprabhavaih ). B. Characteristics :
Brave and ready to give life in war ( sarve
$qras tanutyajah) 6. 18. 14. C. Epic
events: (1) As tribute for Yudhisthira’s
Rajastya, Kitavas brought various kinds
of jewels, goats and sheep, cows and gold,
donkeys and camels, wines made from
fruits, and different varieties of blankets;
they were not allowed to enter through the
gate (vangas ca kitavaih saha | vividham
balim adaya ratnani vividhani ca || ajavikam
gohiranyam kharostram phalajani madhu |
kambalan vividhams$ caiva dvari tisthanti
varitah /[ ) 2. 47. 10-11 ( Ni. on Bom. Ed.
2. 51. 12 phalajam madhakadijatiyam );

(2) Kitavas are mentioned among those who
accompanied Duh$asana and his brothers
who acted as rearguards of Bhisma on the
first day of the war ( prsthagopas tu bhi sma-
sya putras tava naradhipa [... duh$asano ...
tathaisam anuyayinah [... sauvirah kitavah)
6. 18, 10-13; (3) Kitavas were among
those who, although they were being killed
by sharp arrows, did not abandon Bhisma
on the ninth day of the war (sawvirah
kitavah samgrame najahur bhismarm
vadhyamanah $itaih Saraih.[]) 6. 102, 7;
(4) Kitavas were among the twelve Jana-
padas who, on the tenth day of the war,
did not abandon Bhigma fighting with
Arjuna although they were injured by arrows
and were distressed by wounds (sauvi-
rah kitavah ... dvada$aite janapadah Sararta
vranapiditah | samgrame na jahur bhisman
yudhyamananm kiritina ) 6. 114.76; (5) On
the eleventh day of the war, when the
Kaurava army was arranged in a Sakata-
vytiha (7. 6. 15), the Kitavas stood at the
extreme end of the left side which was led
by Duryodhana; they stood immediately
behind Kerna ( savyam parsvam apalayan [/
tesam prapaksah ... sauvirah kitavah ...
tavatmajam puraskrtya sutaputrasya prstha-
tah |[) 1. 6.4-5,1.

Kirata m. ( pl.) : Name of a mountain
tribe of hunters.

A. Location : (1) Listed by Samjaya
amoung the various northern tribes of the
Bharatavarsa; they probably occupied
diflerent regions since Samjaya has listed
them thrice (pundra bkargah kiratas ca)
6. 10. 49; (kirata barbarah) 6. 10. 55;
(uttaras capare ... kiratanam ca jatayah)
6. 10. 63, 67; listed also by Bhigsma as

northernes (uttarapathajanmanah kirtayi-
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