Kirata

1.6 Names of Countries, Peoples, Islands etc.

[ Kirata

syami tan api | ... kiraira barbaraih saha)
12. 200. 40; (2) The large country of
Sub@hu on Himavent mountain was throng-
ed by Kiratas end Tanganus ( subahor
visayanm mahat | ... kiratatanganakirnam ...|
himavati ) 3. 141, 24-25; on the other side of
the Himavant, near the mountain of sun-
rise, on the shore of Viarisena ocean and
around Lohitya ( Brahmaputra) river ( ye
pardrdhe himavatah siaryodayagirau nrpah [
varisenasamudrante lohityam abhitas ca
ye [... kiratah) 2. 48 8; the inaccessitle
parts on the Himavant mountain was the
placc of residence of the Kiratas ( kirata-
kimnaravasam $ailem éikharinim varam)
3. 88. 17; ( himavaddurgapilayah ) 7. 4. 6;
(3) ©Cn the Indra mountain, near the
Videha country ( vaidehasthas tu kaunteya
indraparvatam aniikat | kiratanam odhi-
patin vyajayer ... pandavah) 2. 27. 13.
B. Origin : They were produced in ancient
times by Vasistha’s cow Nandini from her
foam when VisvAmiira forcibly tried to
take her away ( prndran kiratan... phenatah
s@ sasarja ha [/ ) 1. 165, 36; they are, how-
ever, reputed to have their origin from fire
(sarve caivagniyonayaky 1. 87. 30.  C.
Charactenistics : (1 ) Arrogant while fight-
ing (yuddradurmada ‘1. ¥7. 30, 32; rough
in battle ( ranakarkaga) 7. 4. 6; of fierce
prowess (ugravikrama) 8. S1. 19; hostie
(vikrta) 14.72. 24; they have a collection
of different kinds of weapens and they fight
with them; when they strike, they uct like
poison vividha-
yudhayodhibhih | kiratai$ ca samesyami
visakalpaih praharibhik) 7. 87. 49; they
fight with swords and bows (asidhanur-
dhara ) i4. 72. 24; their army shone like
a Karnikara  forest full of Kancana trees
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(kancanair iva samvrtan | ... balam ...
karnikaravancm yatha ) 5. 19. 15; they were
always fondled by Duryodhana and they
sought his welfare (lalitaih satatam rajna
duryodhanchitaisibhih } 7. 87. 49; they were
expert in training elephants and they fought
from elephant-backs; their elephants used
to be protected by armours ( nagan ../[...
varmasainchannan  kirataih samadhisthi-
tan ||... tesam ete mahamatrah kirata -..
hastisiksavida$ caiva) 7. 87. 27, 30; (2)
they were eaters of fruits and roots and they
wore skins ( phalamulasana ye ca kiratas
carmavasasah) 2, 48. 8; (3) They were
included by Bhisma among those Ksatri-
yas who were degraded due to their none
respact for Brahmagas (kirata .., tas tah
ksatriyajatayah | vrsalatvam anuprapta
brahmananam adar$anat) 13, 35, 18; they
were sinful and lived the life of dogs,
crows, balas (a kind of crow ?) and vultures;
they did not exist in the Krtayuga but exist
sinc: the Tretayuga (ete papakrias tdta
caranti  prthivim imam | $vakakabala-
grdhranam sadharmano naradhipa || naite
krtayuge tata caranti prthivim imam | tre-
taprabhrti vartante te jana ...) 12, 200, 41~
42; some of them apparently lived on
country side but they lived like dasyus;
Mandhaty asked Indra what was the dharma
of the Kiratas and how they should be
governed by kings like him ( katham dhar-
mam careyus te sarve visayavasinah)
madvidhais ca katham sthapyah sarve te
dasyujivinap) 12. €5. 15; Indra then told
Mandbaty the dharma of the Dasyus 12. 65.
17-22 ; Bhisma included the Kirdtas among
those northern people who did not believe
in Dhaty (12. 200. 33) or Bhutapati (12.
2.0. 38 ) as being the superintendent of all
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