Kirata |

Mahabhdrata : Cultural Index

[ Kirita

beings (niradhyaksams tu kaunteya kirta-
yisy@mi tan api .. kirata barbara:h saha)
12. 200. 38, 40. D. Epic events: (1)
Krsna told Yudhisthira that the King of the
Cedis was known as Paundraka Vasudeva
among the Kiratas and others (varigapundra-
kiraresu ...| paundrako viasudeveti yo ’sau
lokesu visrutah) 2. 13. 19; (2) Arjuna,
in his expedition before the Rajasiiya,
fought with Kirdtas and Cinas, who had
joined King Bhagadatta of Prégjyotisa
(sa kiratais ca cinais ca vrtah) 2. 23. 19;
(3) Bhima, in his expedition to the east
before the Rajasilya, defeated seven chiefs
of the Kiratas ( kiratanam adhipatin vyaja-
yat sapta pandavah) 2, 27. 13; (4) The
kings of Kirdtas, who brought as tribute
for Yudhisthira’s Réjasiiya loads of sandal-
wood and aloe and heaps oi kaliyaka, as
also large quantities of hides, jewels, gold
and perfumes, an ayuta of Kirata Dasis,
charming exotic animals and birds, and ex-
tremely brilliant gold collected from moun-
tains, were halted at the gate (candana-
gurukasthanam bharan kaliyakasya ca [
carmaratnasuvirnanam gandhanam caiva
raSayah [| kairdatikanam ayutam dasinam
ca ...| ahrtya ramaniyarthan durajan
mrgapaksinah || nicitam parvatebhyus ca
hiranyam bhurivarcasam | balim ca krtsnam
adaya dvari tigthanti varitah [[) 2. 48. 9-
11; the kings of Kiratas acted at the
Rajasiiya as servers (yatra sarvan mahi-
palan S$astratejobhayarditan |... kiratan ...
yajrie te parivesakan) 3. 48. 18, 20, 22;
(5) Arjuna’s ecncounter with Mahadeva,
who appeared in the form of a Kirata,
referred to in the list of events of the
Aranyakaparvan  ( yadasrausam
devadevam kiratarwpam tryambakam tosya

arjuno

yuddhe) 1. 1. 109 ; ( mahddevena ynddham ca
kiratavapusa saha) 1.2, 107; (6 ) Bhaga-
datta’s army, unassailable on account
of the inclusion of Cinas and Kiratas, went
to the side of Duryodhana ( tasya cinaih
kiratais ca ... babhau balam anadhrsyam)
5.19.15; (7) Kiratas are mentioned among
those who, at the instance of Duryodhana
(5. 156.1) marched towards Kurukgetra
(Sakah kirata ... niryayuh) 5. 196, 7-8;
(8) Before the start of the war, the north
side of the army was guardsd by Kir#tas
and others led by Krpa ( $aradvatas cottara-
dhur mahatma ... sakaih kirarair ... sar-
dham cam@m uttarato ’bhipatiy 6. 20. 13;
(9) On the second day of the war, Kirdtas
stood at the neck of the Krauficarupavyiha
(6.46. 38) of the Pandavas (kirataé ca
grivayam) 6. 46. 46; (10, Among the
past exploits of Karpa, Bhigma mentions
his bringing the Kiratas under the control
of Duryodhana (kiratah durycdhanasya
vasagah krtah karpa tvaya pura, 7. 4. 6;
(11 ) Sawyaki pointed out to Yudhigthira
seven hundred elephants, mounted by Kira-
tas, in the Kaurava army; they were defeated
by Arjuna and their king had presented
them to him as servants; they once served
Yudhisthira, but in the war they took the
side of the Kauravas and were helping
Duryodhana; Satyaki assured Yudhisthira
that he could break through them and
reach Arjuna (yams tv etdn aparan rajan
nagan saptasatani ca | preksase ... kirataih
samadhisthitan [ kiratardjo yan pradad
grhitah savyasacina |... presyan icchan
Jjivitam atmanah || @sann ete pura rajams
tava karmakara drdham | rvam evadya
yuyutsante pasya kalasya paryayam |[|...
ete vinirjitah sarve saingrame savyasacind |
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