
AGNISAUGA(M) 17 AIIALYAllRADA(M)

Agni and Soma. These two sons were collectively called

Agniioni

AGNlSAUCA(M), A cloak witli magical propertied

given lo .Nala by ilic serpent, Karko(aka. After .separat-

ing himself from Damayanti, Nala was wandering in

the lorrsl. Then he was bitten by (lie poisonous serpcnl,
Karkolaka. 'I hi- deformed Nala beyond rec ognil ion.

'I'lien ihe
lerpenl r-ave him this shawl (Agnisaura) .

Anyliody who wore thai clo;'k would regain his original
lot in and colour. I Ka I ha 1

, at i l>..vai a-Alankaravali-lain-

baka-Taranga 6).
AGNI8THALI. (See the word PURtJRAVAS),
A(;,\TSTIIAMBilA(M) A mantra (hat will reduce
ihe burning powi I of Agni.

AGrN'ISTOMA. (See AGNISTU).
AGNISTU. (AGNI9TOMA).

\) Genealogy, \ > .< > ndcd from Vi$nu in this order:

Vi:;nn-Svayambhuvamanu - Uttanapada-Dhruva-Srsti-
Ripu-Caksusamanu-Agnistu.
2) Ilirth. '1'en good sons were born to Manu by his wife,

Nadvala a-id Agnistu was one of them. The otln r nine

sons were: Oru, Puru, Satadyumna, Tapasvi, Satyavak,
Kavi, Aliratra, Sudyumna and Atimanyu. (Agni
Purana, Chapter 18) .

AGNISVATTA. One of the seven Pi trs. 'lln other six

Pitrs arc : Vairaja, Garhapatya, Somapa, Eka6rga,
Caturveda and Kala. (M.B., Sabha Parva, Chapter 1 1

,

Verses 44, 45 and 46).
AGNIVKSA. A Sage. He was the preceptor of Drona
and Drupada. It is believed that he learned archery
and the military arts from Sage Agastya. Drona had
the greatest respect for this guru, Agnivcia. He
was a master in the use of all weapons. There are refer-

ences to this in Chapter 139, Adi Parva of the Maha-
bharata.

AGRAHA. The name of an Agni, a son of the Agni
named lilianu. Bhanu married Supraja, daughter of
the sun and Agraha was one of the six children born to

them. In the Caturmasikayajfia Agraha receives eight
kinds of havis (Oblations) .

( M.B., Vana Parva,

Chapter 221).
AGRAfcJI. The name of an Agni. He was the fifth son

of the Agni named Bhanu and his wife, Nisadevi.

(M.B., Vana Parva, Chapter 221,Slokas 15 to 22).
AGRASANDHANl. The name of the book which Yama

'the God of Death Kala) keeps in which all the

virtuous and sinful actions of men arc recorded.

AGRAYAtfl. One of the hundred sons of Dhrtarastra. He
is also known by the name, Anuyayl. (M.B., Adi Parva,

Chapter 116, Verse 11).
AHA I. One of the astavasus. His father was Dharma

and mother, Ratidcvi. (M.B., Adi Parva, Slokas 1 7 to

20, Chapter 66).
AHA II (AIIAIJ). A sacred pond. If one bathes in it he

will go to the land of the Sun. (M.B., Vana Parva,
Sloka 100, Chapter 83).

AHA III. One born of the dynasty of demons (asura-

vamSa). (Sec under Heti, the genealogy chart of the
demon dynasty).

AHARA. A son born of Danu to Kasyapa. (M.B., Adi
Parva, Sloka 25, Chapter 65).

AHALYA. Turned into stone by the curse of her hus-

band, Gautama. Ahalya was a princess of the Puru
dynasty.

1) Genealogy. Descended in order Iroin Vi:.:nu a:, follows:

Krahma-Atri-Candia-Kiidha - I'm uravas-Ayns-Nah'
Yayati-Purn-.Janam< jya - IVarinva I'lavira-iNaniasyn-

Vllabhaya - Sundu - Uahuvidha - Sam/. Hi - Kahovadi-
Kaudra^va-iVlalin.ua-Saniinodlia -

Dufyantfl Kli.irata-

IJrhalkselra-Ilasii-Ajainidha-i\ila-.Sanli-Sii:'.anli-l'nMija-

Arka-Bharinya''.va-r,iin ala-Mudgala-Ahalya.

2) How Ahalya got a curse and became a ttotie. The ;,ioiy
of how Ahalya was cursed by her hir.band, <ianlania,
and was Inrned inlo a ftOtie i:. lolil in dild M Q(

in (lilli-renl |.ui.ina',. 'I he Inflowing is ihe veision in llie

Valrnlki Ramayana. When Vi:',vainilia wa:, lal n
;, bai I.

Rama and l.aksinai.ia liom ih, fore* lo ihe pala- . l

Janaka they came across an .TSrarna on (heir way. Giving
delails about that asraina Vi:'.vainilra lold lh> |irmce
thus : "This is ihe ai'rarnawhere the sage, Gautama, was
living with his wile, Ahalyfi. Indra fell in love with the
beautiful Ahalya and while the sage wa:. OUI lor bathing
Indra entered tl. la in (In

I ol the sage
himself and took bed with her. But before Indra could
get out Gautama himself came to tin a::/ama arid en-

raged at what he saw, cursed them both. India w.

lose his testicles and Ahalya was to turn inlo a stone.
But taking pity on her the sage declared that she would
take her original form the moment Rama of trcta yuga
came to that place and touched the MOD. by hi , foot.

Testiclclcss Indra went to devaloka and there his friends

feeling sorry for him, substituted a goat's testicle and
got him to normal." While VirfvSmitra was talking to

the princes, Sri Rama's foot touched the stone and Ahalya
stood up in all beauty. Ahalya and Gautama lived in
the same asrama again for another long period.
In Kathasaritsagara this story is told in a slightly diffe-
rent yet more interesting way. As soon as Gautama
entered the asrama Indra turned himself into- a cat.

Angrily the sage fjue;,tioned Ahalya, "who was standing
here when I came in ':'" Ahalya replied, "M.'.o ihiyo khu
majjara" (Ksah sthitah khalu marjjarah). It was a cat
which was standing there. Here Ahalya used a pun on
the word 'majjara' and tried lo be hone.si. 'Majjara' is

the Prakrit form of the word 'marjjarah' which means cat.

But 'majjara' has another meaning also, (ma mine
jara- lover i.e. majjara-my lover). So Ahalya did not
lie to her husband. (Kathasaritsagara, Lavanakalam-
baka).

3) How Ahalya happened to bring u/j Ihe mighty monkeys, Bali
and Sugriva. Once Aruna, the charioteer of SQrya (the
Sun) went to devaloka to sec the dance of the celestial

maidens there. Since there was no admission to the <!:

for men Aruna disguised himself as Amu
admission; seeing the beautiful form of ArunidevI Indra
fell in love with her and that night a child was born to
Indra by her. On the advice of Indra ArunidevI took the
child to Ahalya before daybreak and left it there to be
looked after by her. It was this child which later on
became the famous Bali.

Aruna went a bit late that morning to his master, the
Sun. The latter wanted an explanation and Aruna told

him what had happened. The Sun then asked Aruna to

become ArunidevI again and seeing ihe enchanting figure
the Sun also got a child of her. Tin ,

< hild also was taken
to Ahalya and it was this child ihai lai< r on beramc the
famous Sugriva.

AHALYAlIRADA(M). A sacred pond in the tapovana


