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asta and Rudra. (Visnu Purana, Part I, Chapter 15 )
.

This Ajaikap.u is one of those who are in-charge of

preserving all the gold in this world. (M.B., Udyoga
Parva, Chapter 114, Verse 4).

AJAKA. An Asura.
Birth. Ka'.yapa was born the son of Marici, son of
Brahma. Ka-'.yapa married Danu, one of the daughters
of Daksa and had two sons by her. They were Ajaka
and Vrsaparva. (M.B., Adi Parva, Chapter 65, Verse
24; Chapter 67, Verse 16).

AJAKASVA. A king of the Puru Vamsa. The mighty
Jahnu was born to Ajamldha by his wife Kesini. Two
sons, Ajakasva and BalakasVa were born to Jahnu.
Kusika is the son of Balakasva. Kusika is the grand-
father of ViSvamitra. For genealogy see Puru Vamia.
(Agni Purana, Chapter 278).

AJAMlDHA I. A famous king of the Puru Vamsa.
1) Genealogy. Descended from Visnu in this order:
Brahma - Atri - Candra - Budha - Pururavas - Ayus -

Nahusa - Yayati - Puru - Janamejaya - Pracinva-Mana-
syu - Vltabhaya - Sundu - Bahuvidha - Samyati - Raho-
vadi - Bhadras"va - Matmara - Santurodha - Dusyanta -

Bharata-Brhatksetra-Hasti-Ajamidha.
2) Birth. Several dynasties like Yadu Vamsa, Puru
Varh;;a etc. take their origin from Yayati. Dusyanta be-

longs to that dynasty. King Bharata was born as Dus-
yanta's son by Sakuntala. Suhotra - Suhota - Gaya -

Gardda-Suketu and Brhatksetra were Bharata's sons.

Bfhatksetra had four children, who were : Nara, Maha-
vira, Garga and Hasti. OfthemHasti had three sons:

Purumldha, Ajamldha and Dvimidha.
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Other details. Ajamldha had three queens DhQ-

mini, Nil! and Kesini. Of them, Dhumini had a son,
Rksa and Nili's son was Dusyanta (This was not Sakun-
tala's husband, Dusyanta) and KeSini's sons were Jahnu,
Praja and Rupina. Paramesti was another name of
Kesini. (M.B., Adi Parva, Chapter 94, Verses 30-32;
Anusasana Parva, Chapter 4, Verse 2).

AJAMlDHA II. We come across another Ajamldha also

in the Lunar Dynasty. He married Sudeva, daughter
of Vikantha a King of the Lunar Dynasty. This Aja-
mldha had 2400 children by his four wives, Kaikey I,

Gandharl, Visala and Rksa. Of them Samvarana
- married Tapati, the daughter of Vivasvan. See TapatI
Samvarana. (M.B., Adi Parva, Chapter 95, Verses

35-37).

AJAMILA. Ajamila's story is given in the Bhagavata as

an example to illustrate that even the most wicked person
can attain Visnupada (Salvation).

Ajamila was a Brahmin who was once sent by his

father to the jungle to fetch samit (leaves and twigs
to make the sacrificial fire) . Ajamila met there a beauti-

ful Siidra woman. Forgetting everything, the Brahmin
made her his wife and children were born to them.
When that Brahmin, who was the very embodiment of
all vices, reached the age of eightyseven, the time came
for him to die. Yamadutas (Agents of Yama the god
of death) had arrived. The frightened Ajamila shouted

loudly the name of his eldsst son, 'Narayana'. Hearing
the repeated call of his name 'Narayana', Mahavisnu

appeared there and dismissed the agents ofYama. From
that day Ajamila became a devotee of Visnu and did

penance on the bank of the Ganges and after some years
attained salvation. (Bhagavata, Astama Skandha,

Chapter 1).

AJAMUKHA (AJAVAKTRA). He was one of the

soldiers in Skanda's army. (M.B., Salya Parva, Chapter
45, Verse 75). In the battle between Skanda and the

Asuras, Ajamukha killed the Asura, Madhu. (Skanda
Purana, Yuddha Kanda).

AJAMUKHl (AjAMUKHl).
1. Genealogy. Descended from Visnu thus : Brahma-
Marlci-Kasyapa-Ajamukhl.
2) Birth Long ago in the battle between Devas and
Asuras one of the routed Asuras had fled to Patala (Hell).
Surasa was his daughter. Brahma's grandson, Kasyapa
married Surasa. She gave birth to six children Surapa-
dma, Simhika, Simhavaktra, Tarakasura, Ajamukhl and
Gomukha. The Asura woman Ajamukhl is one of them.

3) Chief events. (1) Marriage with Durvasas. Once
Surapadma called his two brothers, Simhavaktra and
Tarakasura and ordered them to set up two cities, one
to the north and the other to the south, of Mahameru.
In obedience to his elder brother, Tarakasura started
with one half of the army and set up a city to the south
of Mahameru. That city was named Mayapura. Simha-
vaktra lived in the city on the northern side of Maha-
meru. Their sister Ajamukhl went about enticing men to

satisfy her lustful passion. Once, in the course of her

wanderings, she met Durvasas in the Himalayan valley.

They fell in love and even married. The two Asuras,
Ilvala and Vatapi were born from their union. They
insisted on sharing their father's achievements between
them. Durvasas cursed them that they would die at the
hands ofAgastya. (Skanda Purana, Asura Kanda).
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The cutting off ofAjamukhfs hands. While wandering
with her lustful passion, Ajamukhl once went to the Siva

temple at Kasi. There she happened to meet Indra's

wife, Sacldevl. In order to give her to her brother,

Surapadma, Ajamukhl caught hold of Sacidevi. Sacl-

devi screamed aloud. Suddenly Siva appeared there
with His sword. Even then Ajamukhl refused to release

Sacldevl. Siva rescued Indrani (Sacldevi) by cutting off

Ajamukhi's hands. Hearing this, Surapadma sent his

army and imprisoned the Devas. The imprisoend
,
Brahma at the instance of Surapadma, restored Aja-
mukhi's hands. Surapadma's son, Bhanugopa fought
against the remaining Devas and defeated them. (Skanda
Purana, Asura Kanda).

AJAMUKHl. See AJAMUKHl.
AJANABHA. A mountain. A reference to this is seen in

the M.B., Anusasane Parva, Chapter 165, Verse 32.

Another name, Ajanabha Varsa for the territory ruled

over by Ajanabha, is also found in Bhagavata, Fifth

Skandha, Chapter 1.

AJARA. Tapantaka, the minister of King Vatsa, told

him the story of a man named Ajara to illustrate the law
that all people will have to suffer the consequences of

their actions in a previous birth. The story is given be-

low:

Once upon a time, there lived a King named Vinayasila
in Vilasapura, in the city of Srikanthanagarl. After

some years, the King was affected by wrinkles of old age.
A physician named Tarunacandra came to the palace to

cure the King of his wrinkles. "The King should remain
alone in the interior of the earth for full eight months.
He has to use a medicine while remaining there. It

should not even be seen by anyone else. I myself am to

administer the medicine" This was the physician's

prescription. The King agreed. Accordingly the King


