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and the physician spent six months in the interior of the

earth. After that the physician, after a search, found a
man who exactly resembled the King and brought him
to the interior of the earth. After two more months,
the physician murdered the King and came out with the

new man. The people welcomed him with honour as

the King who was cured of his wrinkles. This man was

Ajara. After some time, the physician approached
Ajara for his reward. Ajara said: "It is by my Karma-
phala (consequence of my actions in my previous birth)
that I have become King. In my previous birth I re-

nounced my body after doing penance. According to the

boon which God gave me on that occasion, I have be-

come King in my present birth". The physician returned

empty-handed. (Kathasaritsagare, Ratnaprabha-
lariibaka, 6th Taranga).

AJAVINDU. He was a King, born in the dynasty of the

Suviras. (M.B., Udyoga Parva, Chapter 74, Verse 14).

AJEYA. He was a King in ancient Bharata. Ajeya's name
is found among the names of the Kings mentioned by
Sanjaya to Dhftarastra. All these Kings were mighty
and generous rulers who were the recipients of divine
arrows. (M.B., Adi Parva, Chapter 1, Verse 234).

AJIGARTA (RClKA). He was a greedy Brahmin. (See
RClKA I

King Hariscandra who was distressed by having no

children, propitiated god Varuna. Varuna blessed

him saying that a son would be born to him. But
the condition was that the child should be sacrificed

to Varuna. When the child was born, Hariscandra did
not like to sacrifice the boy. The sage Visvamitra suggest-
ed that instead of sacrificing his own son it would be

enough if he bought another boy and sacrificed him.

Accordingly, Hariscandra sent his minister to find out
and purchase a Brahmin boy for the sacrifice. At that

time there lived in Ayodhya a greedy Brahmin named
Ajigarta. He had three sons. In the course of his search,
the minister came across this needy Brahmin and asked
him whether he was willing to sell one of his three sons.

He continued: "Why should you be in this wretched
state of poverty and misery ? Sell one of your sons and

you will get 100 cows as the price". The minister's
words and the price offered for the son made a deep
impression on the Brahmin's mind. He thought:
"It is impossible for me to earn 100 cows. Even if it were
possible how long would it take ? If I sell him I shall

get hundred cows at once. What a lucky chance ! The
loss of a son is nothing." So thinking, he sold his son

Sunassepha. (For the rest of the story, see the word
"Sunassepha". Devi Bhagavata, Skandhas 7, 8).

AJINA. 1
) Genealogy From Visnu, Brahma, Marici,

Kasyapa, Vaivasvata, Uttanapada, Dhruva, Srsti, Ripu,
Caksusa, Manu, Uru, Ariiga, Vena, Prthu, Antardhana,
Havirdhana and Ajina.

2) Birth. Prthu had two sons, Antardhana and Vadi.
Antardhana had a son, Havirdhana, by Sikhandini.

Dhisana, who was born in the Agnikula became Havir-
dhana's wife. Six sons were born to them, Pracina-

barhis, Sukra, Gaya, Krsna, Vraja and Ajina. (Visnu
Purana, Part I, Chapter 14).

AJISAKA. (See the word (SAKAVARSA).
AJODARA. There was an individual called Ajodara in

Skanda's army. (M.B., Salya Parva, Chapter 45, Verse 60 )
.

AKAMPANA. (A mighty warrior among the demons).
1

) Genealogy. Descended from Visnu in the following

order: Visnu - Brahma - Heti - VidyukeSa - SukeSa

Sumali-Akampana.
2) Other details. Sumali married Ketumati and got
fourteen children. They were 1

)
Prahasta 2) Akampana

3) Vikata 4) Kalakamukha 5) Dhumraksa 6) Danda
7) Suparwa 8) Samhrada 9) Prakvata 10) Bhasakarna

11) Veka 12) Puspotkata 13) Kaikasi and 14) Kumbhi-
nadi. Of these the last four are daughters. Prahasta was
one of the ministers of Ravana. The thirteenth child
Kaikasi was married to Visravas, son of Pulastya.
Visravas got three sons and a daughter. They were
Ravana, Kumbhakarna and Vibhlsana and Surpanakha.
It was Akampana who informed Ravana that Rama and
Laksmana had killed his three allies, Khara, Dusana
and Trisiras (Aranya Kanda, Valmiki Ramayana).
3) Death. Akampana fought a fierce battle with
Hanuman and in the end Hanuman plucked a big tree

and hit Akampana on the head with it and killed him.

(Sarga 56, Yuddha Kanda of Ramayana)
AKAMPANA II. He was a king who lived in the Krta-

yuga. He had a son named Hari who was a fierce fighter.
He was killed in a battle and the King became much
depressed. Narada consoled him with other stones and
Vyasa told this story to Dharmaputra when he found
the latter greatly dejected and gloomy after the great
battle was over. (Chapter 52, Drona Parva of M.B.
also makes mention of Akampana).

AKARKKARA. A serpent, son of Kadru.
1

) Genealogy. Descended from Visnu in this order :

Brahma-Marlci-Kasyapa-Akarkkara.
2) Birth. Kasyapa married the eight daughters of
Daksa named Aditi, Dili, Danu, Kalika, Tamra,
Krodhavaia, Manu and Anala. Krodhavaia got ten
sons. One of them is Kadru. Ananta and Akarkkara
were born of Kadru. (Sloka 16, Chapter 35, Adi Parva,
M.B.).

AKRODHA. A King of the Puru dynasty. He was born
to King 'Ayutanayi' and his Queen, Kama. Kama,
mother of Akrodha, was the daughter of Prthu^rava.

(gloka 21, Chapter 95, Adi Parva, M.B.).

'

AKRTA&RAMA. He is one of the few sannyasins who
have gone to heaven after completing the fourth a^rama
of life namely, Sannyasa. The Kaurava-Pandava
battle was over. As the eldest, Dharmaputra performed
obsequies to all those of his kith and kin dead in the war.
He was then met by many sages including Vyasa and
Narada who comforted him in his bereavement. When
Dharmaputra later met Bhisma the latter among many
other stories told him the story of Akrtasrama also.

(Sloka 17, Chapter 244, Santi Parva, M.B.).
AKRTAVRANA.

1
) General information. Akrtavrana was a great sage of

erudition and was a disciple of Paraiurama. He is ex-

tolled in the Puranas and it is said that Suta who recited

first the story of Mahabharata to an assembly of sages in

the forest of Naimisa was a disciple of Akrtavrana.

(Skandha 12 of Bhagavata).
2) How he became a disciple of Parasurama. Para-urama
was returning after obtaining arrows from Lord Siva
after pleasing him by fierce penance- He was walking
briskly through the dense forests anxious to be at the side

of his preceptors to get their blessings. As he passed a

grea t cave he heard a moan and on getting to the site

of the sound found a brahmin boy being attacked by a

tiger. The tiger immediately fell dead by an arrow from


