
AMSA 33 AMSUMATI

AMSA. A sage of the family of Marlci.

1) Genealogy. He was descended from Visnu through
Brahma, Marlci and Kasyapa.
2) Birth. Marlci was one of the six sons, all rsis, of

Brahma. These six sons, born parthogenetically of

Brahma, were : Marlci, Aiigiras, Atri, Pulastya, Pulaha

and Kratu. Marlci had a son named Kasyapa. Kasyapa
married the thirteen daughters of Daksa. The eldest of

them, Aditi, gave birth to twelve sonsDhata, Aryaman,
Mitra, Sakra, Varuna, Arhsa, Bhaga, Vivasvan, Pusan,

Savita, Tvasta and Visnu. Arhia is one of these

twelve sons who have been called the twelve Adityas.

(See Chapter 65 of Adi Parva of the Mahabharata) .

3) Events. The Mahabharata says (Sloka 66, Chapter
123) that Arhsa was present at the time of Arjuna's birth

when several devas had come there to see the infant.

In Sloka 34, Chapter 45 of Salya Parva it is said that

Arhsa was present on the occasion of the Abhiseka of

Skandadeva. Arhsa is said to have presented to Skanda-

deva five good warriors : Parigha, Vata, Bhima,
Dahana and Dahati.

AMSAPAYA. Name of a priest (Rtvik) qualified to

officiate at a sacrifice. This priest officiated at the sacri-

fice (yajna) performed by Brahma at Puskaraksetra.

(See Chapter 34 of Padma Purana) .

AMSAVATARA. The incarnation of God on earth is

called avatara. When the incarnation is only partial,
that is, when only some of the divine elements incarnate,
it is called amsavatara (Arhsa= part). Chapters 54 to

64 of Adi Parva of the Mahabharata give us a list of

the gods who have incarnated partially. The following
list of devas and their arhsavataras is based upon the

account given in the fourth Skandha of Sri MahadevI

Bhagavata.
Name of the god Name of the amsavatara

1 . Kasyapa Vasudeva
2. Adisesa Balabhadra
3. Narayanarsi Sri Krsna
4. Yamadharma Yudhisthira
5. Asvimdevas Nakula and Sahadeva
6. Dharma Vidura
7. Siva Asvatthama
8. Gandharvaraja Devaka
9. Astavasu Bhisma

10. Marudgana Krpa ;
Krtavarma

1 1 . Aditi Devaki
12. Nararsi Arjuna
13. Vayu Bhimasena
14. Surya Kama
15. Brhaspati Drona
16. Varuna Santanu
17. Marut Virata
18. Hamsa Dhrtaras(ra
19. Dvapara Sakuni
20. Pavaka Dhrstadyumna
21. Kali Duryodhana
22. Raksasa Sikhandl
23. Varuna Drupada
24. Visvedevas Sons of Pancali

25. Dhrti Mldrl
26. Vipracitti Jarasandha
27. Hayagriva Kesi
28. Baskala Bhagadatta
29. Lamba Pralamba
30. Sanatkumara Pradyumna

Name of the god
31. LaksmI
32. Sidd'hi

33. Mad
34. Jaya
35. Vijaya
36. Hiranyaksa
37. Hiranyakasipu
38. Ravana
39. Kumbhakarna
40. Prahlada
41. Kalanemi
42. Anuhlada
43. Khara

Name of the amsavatara
Pancali
KuntJ
Gandhari

Hiranyaksa
Hiranyakasipu
Ravana
Kumbhakarna
Sisupala
Dandavaktra

Salya
Kamsa
Dhrstaketu
Dhenuka.

(For more details see under the word, AVATARA) .

AMSUDHANAPATTANA. Name of an ancient tovn in

North India. Bharata passed through this town while

going to Ayodhya from Kekaya after Dasaratha's death.
Valmiki has described this town in the Ramayana in
this context.

AMSUMAN. Name of a King belonging to the Solar

dynasty (Surya Variisa) .

1
) Genealogy. Arhsuman was descended from Visnu

through Brahma-Marlci-Kasyapa-Vivasvan-Vaivasvata-
manu-Iksvaku-Vikuksi-SaSda-Puranjaya - Kakutstha -

Anenas-Prthulasva-Prasenajit
- Yuvanasva - Mandhata-

Purukutsa-Trasadasyu-Anaranya - Aryawan - Vasuma-
nas-Sudhanva-Traiyyaruna-Satyavrata-Trisanku-Haris-
candra-RohitasVa - Harita - Cuncu - Sudeva - Bharuka-

Bahuka-Sagara-Asamanjas-Arhsuman.
2) Birth. Sagara, a king of the Surya varhsa,(mention-
ed above) had two wives, Sumati (Vaidarbhl) and
Kesini (Saiba) by name. Kesini gave birth to a son
named Asamanjas. Arhsuman was the son of Asamanjas
and the father of the famous Bhagiratha. (See under
the title, BHAGlRATHA).
3) Some other details. Arhsuman was one of the Kings
who attended the Svayarhvara of Pancali. (Vide
Sloka 11, Chapter 185 of Adi Parva of the Maha-
bharata) .

AJ/lSUMAN II. There is a reference to one Arhsuman
in the course of the description of the Visvedevas.

AMSUMAN III. King of Bhoja who was killed by
Drona in the war at Kuruksetra (Vide Sloka H,
Chapter 6 ofKarna Parva).

AMSUMATI. The daughter of the Gandharva King
named Dramila. Her story is narrated in the Siva
Purana to illustrate the benefits of performing the Pra-
dosa-Vrata. Suta expatiates on the importance and
advantages of Pradosa-Vrata to a number of sages
in Naimisaranya. King Satyaratha was a scrupulous
observer of Pradosa-Vrata. Unfortunately he defaulted
in his observance of the Vrata owing to unavoidable
circumstances and, after his death, was born again as
the King of Vidarbha. He was killed in a battle by the

King of Salva and his wife, pregnant at that time, fled

to a forest. She gave birth to a son on the bank of a
river. Then, when she stepped into the river to drink
some water, she was carried away by a crocodile. Pre-

sently a Brahmin woman named Usa happened to pass
that way with her son named Sucivrata. Seeing a new-
born infant there, that Brahmin woman took him, gave
him the name, Dharmagupta and brought him up as

her own son. According to the advice of a pious Brah-
min named Sandilya, both Sucivrata and Dharmagupta


