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12) Jealousy of Dhrtardstra. After the gurudaksina Arjuna
marched against the neigh curing kingdom. He de-

ir.ued very easily in war the King of Yavana and the

KingsSauvira, Yipula and Sumitia. These victories of

Arjuna made the Kauravas very anxious; Dhrtarastra

brooded over it. (M.B., Adi Parva, Chapter 138, Verses

20-23) .

13) Escape from the waxen palace. Duryodhana made

up his mind to destroy the Pandavas somehow or

other. He got the Pandavas to shift their residence to

a palace made of wax at Varanavata. and one year after

this the palace was set fire to. The Pandavas escaped
death by fire through a tunnel and entered the forest,

the next day. (See Arakkillam).
14) Arjuna on the banks of river Ga..gd. The Pandavas walk-

ed much through the terrible forest, and after midnight
reached the banks of the Gaiiga. At that time Arhgara-

parna (Citraratha), the Gandharva was enjoying
his time in the river with some Apsara women. The

presence of men at the scene, the Gandharva did not

relish. Arjuna and the Gandharva crossed in words,
which led to a duel. In the duel the Gandharva was
defeated. As the wife of the Gandharva prayed with

tears in her eyes Arjuna spared him his life. The

grateful Gandharva told the Pandavas many interesting

stories. He also made a present of divine horses and

imparted to them the esoteric knowledge called Caksusl-

vidya. The Gandhar\ a finally told the Pandavas that

they were attacked because they came without Agni and
Ahuti in their front. He also explained this fact that

Arjuna could subjugate him on account of his (Arjuna' s)

genuine celibacy. (See Citraratha) .

15) Pdtcalisvayamvara. Citraratha, during his talks

with the andavas had pointed out to them the need to

have a priest to lead and guide them in all matters,

and accordingly they visited Dhaumyasrama and ins-

talled the Maharsi (Dhaumya) as their priest.

And, meantime, seeing thousands of people on their way
to attend the Svayarhvara (marriage by open choice

of husband by the girl) of Krsna (Pancali) daughter
of the King of I ancala, the Pandavas also followed the

crowd. Veda Vyasa, whom the Pandavas met on their

way blessed them. King Drupada wished to give his

daughter Krsna in marriage to Arjuna. The news that

the nda as were burned to death in the palace of

wax grieved Drupada. Yet he had made arrangements for

a trial of strength by Heroes at the Svayarhvara. A
tremendous bow was got ready and installed on the

ground, and a machine constructed which was kept

suspended in the air. The target was placed inside

the machine. And then Drupada spoke thus: "My
daughter shall be married to him who will bend the

bow and with the first arrow hit the target placed
inside the machine". (M.B., Adi Parva, Chapter 155,

Verse 11). Great warriors like Duryodhana, Karna,
SiSupala, Simsumara took their seats in the marriage
hall. All the kings failed even to lift the bow up. Ulti-

mately Arjuna lifted the bow and hit the target very

easily.
'

ancali put the wedding garland on Arjuna's
neck. When the Pandavas returned to their mother
with Pari cali m tne evening the mother from inside her

room said: "What you have got today, my sons, you
enjoy among yourselves." KuntI said this under the

impression that what her sons had got was some
Bhiksa. At any rate, in obedience to the above injunc-

tion of the mother Pancali became wife to the five

Pandavas. (M.B., Adi Parva, Chapters 190, 191).
16) Arjuna at Indraprastha. The Svayarhvara of Pancali
broadcast news about the whereabouts of the Pandavas.
Dhrtarastra brought them back to Indraprastha, and
installed them in a new palace built at the place called

Khandavaprastha. (Indraprastha) . Dharmaputra ruled
a part of the country with Indraprastha as capital.
Narada went there once and advised the Pandavas to

guard themselves against mutual quarrels as the five of
them claimed one and the same woman as wife. Thence-
forth it was set forth that Pancali would live with each
husband in turn for one year. It was also settled that

during a particular year if any other husband than the
one whose turn it was to live with IMncali saw her the
intruder was to go on a pilgrimage for one year.
Once a brahmin came to the palace complaining that

his cows were stolen by thieves, and Arjuna promised to

help him. Arjuna did so without remembering that all

his weapons were stored inDharmaputra's palace. That

year Pancali was living with Dharmaputra. Forgetting
the fact Arjuna went to Dharmaputra's palace, got his

weapons and helped the brahmin. For thus breaking
the rule Arjuna left his palace on a pilgrimage for one

year.

17A) Arjuna married Ulupikd and Citrangada. Arjuna
with his bow and arrows went into the forest. Many
brahmins followed him. Arjuna reached the banks of

Gaiiga and entered the waters for a bath. Here Arjuna
was attracted by Ulupika, daughter of the Naga King
and he married her. A son was born to them called Ira-

van. After visiting places likeAgastyavatam, Vasisthagiri

Arjuna reached Manalur. He married Citrangada,
daughter of Citrangada, King of Manalur. After a stay
of three months there he went southwards. Citrangada
gave birth to a son named Babhruvahana'
17B ) The mark on Arjuna's flag is Hanumdn, and the

following story is attached to it. Arjuna, once during a

tour of the country was much surprised to see the Dam
constructed by Sri Rama from Ramesvara to Lanka.
He also felt that it was not at all proper on the part
of Sri Rama to have sought the help of monkeys to

construct the dam. Sri Rama could have made a dam
with arrows. Arjuna put this question to a great
scholar (Pandit) who was sitting nearby reading the

Ramayana. Neither the Pandit nor the other brahmins

gathered there could give a convincing answer to Ar-

juna's doubts. Then a monkey child went up to Arjuna
and told him with pride that a dam made of arrows
would have broken when the monkeys walked on it.

Arjuna said then, "no, no, no monkey will be able to

break the dam built with Rama's arrows; whichmonkey
will break a dam of arrows made even by me ?" And,
a debate began about the subject. The monkey and

Arjuna agreed to a bet that if a monkey broke the dam
made by Arjuna he would end his life byjumping into

fire, and if the monkey could not break the dam it

would for ever be Arjuna's slave. Arjuna constructed

a dam with arrows. And, as soon as the monkey set

foot on it it was broken. Arjuna tried again. Though
now it caused some efforts on the part of the monkey
the dam broke this time also. Arjuna was thus left with

no alternative but to die by jumping into fire and a

fire was accordingly lit. Before Arjuna jumped into the

fire a brahmin boy, who was bathing in the river ran


