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enquired about the incident. On hearing the story
from the woman Syamabala got instructions regarding
that Punyavrata from the old woman and started

observing it. Within four weeks she got married and
went to her husband's house. After Syamabala.' s depar-
ture from the palace the wealth of the King began to

wane and they became so poor that at the request of the

queen the King Bhadrasrava went to his daughter to ask
for help. The daughter gave his father a block of solid

gold drapped in a paper. But on his return to the

Calace
when he opened the bundle he found there a

lock of charcoal instead of gold. On seeing the mis-

hap the king burst into a cry.
Suraticandrika then went to her daughter and was well
received and attended to. During her stay there the

Punyavrata day of the month came and the daughter
tried her best to make her mother also observe the
same. But the poverty-stricken queen broke the fast

without her daughter's knowledge by eating what re-

mained in the dishes of the children. But the next
month Syamabala compelled her mother to observe the
fast strictly and so Suraticandrika took the Vrata
successfully. A few days after that Suraticandrika re-

turned home and to her amazement found everything
in plenty there once more. (Chapter 11, Bhaga 2,
Padma Purana).

BHADRASREXYA. A Hehaya King who was ruling a
state with Mahismati as capital. He had fought many
wars with Divodasa, king of KasT. (See under Divo-

^
BHADRASVA I. A king of Puruvamia. He was the son
of Rahovadi. BhadrasVa had ten sons: Rkseyu, Krseyu,
Sannateyu, Ghrteyu, Citeyu, Sthandileyu, Dharmeyu,
Sammiteyu, Krteyu and Matinara. (Chapter 278, Agni
Purana

)
.

Once Agastya went and stayed for seven days in the

palace of Bhadrasva and his wife Kantimati. Every-
day Agastya used to speak in glowing terms about
Kantimati and asked about the reason for it he replied :

"In her previous birth Kantimati was a servant girl in
a wealthy house. The masterof the house once entrust-
ed her with the task of seeing that none of the temple
lights went put on the night of DvadasI in the month
of Tula (Asvina October). She did her duty so

willingly and sincerely that she was born as a queen and
you a King". Then Agastya gave them instructions
about that Vrata which both Bhadrasva and Kantimati
observed sincerely, receiving as a result benediction
from Visnu. (Vayu Purana).

BHADRASVA II. Agnidhra, son of Priyavrata and
grandson of Manu, got nine sons of his wife Purvacitti,
a celestial maiden. One of the sons was BhadrasVa!
His brothers were Nabhi, Kirhpurusa, Hari, Ilavrta,
Ramyaka, Hiranmaya, Kuru andKetumala. The coun-
try ruled by Bhadrasva was called Bhadrasva lying
to the east of the mountain Gandhamadana. (Pancama
Skandha, Bhaga vata).

BHADRASVA. An island near the mountain of Meru.
Dharmaputra was ruling this land and Sanjaya once
described this land to Dhrtarastra. (Chapter 14, Santi
Parva and Chapter 7, Bhlsma Parva).

BHADRATANU. An immoral brahmin. On the advice

I

of Danta he became a devotee of Visnu and attained
salvation. (Padma Purana, Kriya, Chapter 17).

BHADRATUNGA. A sacred place; a dip in the holy

BHAGA II

waters of this place would entitle one to Brahmaloka.
(Vana Parva, Chapter 82, Verse 80).

BHADRAVATA. The abode of ParvatI and Para-
mcsvara. The glory of it is described in Chapter 82
Vana Parva, M.B.

BHADRAYU. A king who was a devotee of Siva. He
was a leper and in his life he suffered much, even the
pangs of death. His wife was the dutiful and good
natured lady, Kirtimalinl.
On the sixteenth birthday of Bhadrayu Siva appeared
before him in the name of Rsabha and blessed him
after instructing him on the precepts of Rajadharma.He further gave him a dagger and a conch as weapons
and twelve thousand elephants. With the might of all

these, Bhadrayu became unconquerable. (Siva Purana,
batarudrasamhita) .

One day, while Bhadrayu was ruling the country, Siva
came in the guise of a tiger and carried away the wife
of a brahmin. Bhadrayu, a firm protector of his sub-
jects gave his own wife to the brahmin and prepared
himself to give up his life in fire. Siva greatly pleased
at this selfless act of Bhadrayu befitting a true King
appeared before him and blessed him and gave back
the brahmin his wife.

Bhadrayu in his previous birth was a King called
Mandara and Klrtimalini in her previous birth was
Pingala, queen of Mandara. (Skanda Purana, 3.3.12;
9.14).

BHAGA I.

1
) General. One of the twelve Adityas born as sons of
Kasyapa prajapati by his wife, Aditi. Visnu, Sakra,
Aryaman, Dhata, Tvasta, Pusa, Vivasvan, Savita,
Mitra, Varuna, AmSu and Bhaga these are the Dva-
dasadityas, and they were Devas famous as Tusitas in
the last Caksusamanvantara.
2) Other information. (

1
) Bhaga married Siddhi, and the

couple begot three sons called Mahiman, Vibhu and
Prabhu and three daughters called Suvrata, Vararoha,
and Asls.

(2) Bhaga participated in the birthday celebrations of
Arjuna. (M.B., Adi Parva, Chapter 122, Verse 66).
(3) At the time of Khandavadaha (burning of the
Khandava forest) Bhaga, as a supporter of Indra, who
was fighting Arjuna and Sri Krsna, sprang upon the
enemies with sword in hand. (M.B. Adi Parva, Chap-
ter 236, Verse 36) .

(4) Bhaga shines forth in Indra's assembly. (M.B.,
Sabha Parva, Chapter 7, Verse 22).
(5) Bhaga was also present at the installation of Subrah-
manya as commander of the fighting forces. (M.B.,
Salya Parva, Chapter 45) .

(6 ) After Dcvayuga (Deva age) , the Devas asembled

together and decided upon the share of yajfias due to
each of them, and in thus fixing shares they left out
Rudra. Enraged at this neglect Rudra made a bow
and fought against the Devas. During the fight Rudra,
with the point of his bow, extracted the hands of
Savita, the eyes of Bhaga and the teeth of Pusa. Ulti-

mately the Devas satisfied and pleased. Rudra, who
returned to Bhaga and others the eyes etc. which had
been extracted. (M.B., Sauptika Parva).

BHAGA II. Certain Puranas refer to Bhaga as one of
the eleven Rudras. But, this view is not universally
accepted.


