
BHAGlRATHl 115 BHALLATA

(3)Bhagiratha had faith in the great efficacy of making
a gift of cows. (AnuSasana Parva, Chapter 76, Verse

25).

(4) He married his daughter to Kautsa. (AnuSasana
Parva, Chapter 131, Verse 25).

(5) Once Bhagiratha made a gift of one lakh of cows
with calves to Maharsi Kohala, and attained Uttama-
loka. (Anusasana Parva, Chapter 137, Verse 27).

BHAGlRATHl. Another name of Gariga. (See under

Ganga).
BHAGNARATHA. A synonym of Citraratha. (See

Citraratha).
BHAGUR1. A man of great erudition, Bhaguri was

noted for his proficiency as a SarvaSfistra Pandit

(scholar of all sciences), Vyakaranakara (grammarian),
Kosakara (etymologist) , Jyotissastrajfia (Astronomer)
and Smrtikara (authority on Smrti) .

BHAIRAVA I. A naga belonging to the Dhrtarastra
Varhs'a. There is a reference to this naga in Maha-
bharata, Adi Parva, Chapter 51, Verse 17. He was
burnt up at the Sarpasatra performed by King Janame-
jaya.

BHAIRAVA II. A Parsada of Siva.

1) General. Immediately after his birth, this terrible

monster subdued all the Devas without getting the

permission of Siva. Enraged at it, Siva turned him into

a tree by a curse. But Siva was soon pacified and lifted

the curse by declaring that those who offered puja to

the gods would get the full reward for their worship
only if they offered puja to Bhairava also.

Bhairava became a tree as soon as he was cursed. He
became a tree because he subdued the gods. Therefore
that tree came to be called "DAMANAKA" tree

(Damana = Subdue). It has another name, "TATIRI"
tree. Even now, pious people offer puja to this tree.

(Agni Purana, Chapters 52-80).
2) Birth. Once Brahma and Visnu became swollen
with pride. In his haughty way, Brahma insulted Siva.

Under the insult, Siva was infuriated and out of the
fire of his fury was born Bhairava with his black form.

(Linga Purana 1 .90) .

3) Brahmahatya. As soon as he was born, Bhairava
rushed towards Brahma and pinched off his fifth head
which had insulted Siva. By this, he incurred the sin

of Brahmahatya. For the expiation of this sin, as

ordered by Siva, Bhairava started on a journey to go
abegging, with Brahma's severed head in his hand.
Siva then created a woman named "Brahmahatya"
and asked her to follow Bhairava.

Although Bhairava visited many holy places, he was
not able to liberate himself from the sin of Brahma-
hatya. At last, at the suggestion of Siva, he went to

Varanasi and washed off his sin. Brahma's head which
he carried, was also deposited there and the place be-
came famous under the name of "Kaplilamocana
tirtha". (Siva Purana, Satarudra Sarhhita).
4) Family. In Kalika Purana there is an elaborate
account of the family of Bhairava. According to this

Purana, Vijaya, the reputed King of Varanasi was born
in the family of Bhairava. Kalika Purana also says
that Vijaya destroyed the Khandavl city and set up
the Khandava forest in its place-

According to Kalika Purana, Bhairava and Vetala
were, in their previous births, two SivapIrsadas named
Mahakala and Bhrhgi. It was by the curse of Parvatl.

that they were born as mortals in their next birth.

(Kalika Purana 53).
The Puranas mention eight Bhairavas called Asitarhga,

Ruru, Canda, Krodha, Unmatta, Kapiili, Bhlsana and
Sarhhara.

5) Shape. Bhairava has a terrible shape. He wears the

crescent moon and plaited hair on his head. His wea-

pons are, sword, arrow, dagger, bow, trident, rope
etc. At times he is dressed in elephant-skin. He has

five faces. Serpents are his ornaments. (Agni Purana,

Chapters 52-80).
BHAIRAVl. One of the eight Ambas. They are :

Rudrarcika, Rudracandl, NatesVari, Mahalaksmi,
Siddhacamundika, SiddhayogeSvari, Bhairavl and

Rupavidya. All these are the eight different forms of
Devi. (See the word DEVl).

BHAJAMANA. A Yadava King, whose father was Sat-

vata and mother Kausalya, and they had, beside

Bhajamana, another son called Satvata or Andhaka.

Bhajamana married the two daughters of S njaya,
named Bahyaka and Upabahyaka by whom he got six

sons. (Bhagavata, Navama Skandha).
BHAJYA. An acarya in the line of the Rk disciples of

Vyasa. Bhajya studied Valakhilyasarhhita at the feet of

his guru Biiskali. (Bhagavata, Dvadasa Skandha).
BHAKSAKA. A Sudra sinner. In Paclma Purana the

following story is related about this Sudra.
Bhaksaka who was once going aimlessly somewhere
felt extremely thirsty, and quenched his thirst by
drinking water which was found near the small plat-
form raised for the holy Tulasi shrub. The sanctity of

the water thus drunk washed away all the sin attached

to him. Some time later he was killed by a forest-

dweller, and he attained svargaloka (heaven) . Bhaksaka,
in his previous birth, was a king who led a voluptuous
life, and he, once, robbed a very beautiful woman of

her chastity, and it was as a punishment for the sin

that the King had to be born, in the next birth, in the

womb of a Sudra woman. (Padma PurSna, Brahma
Kanda, Chapter 22).

BHAKTI. A Devi born in Dravida deSa (Southern
India) . Once Devi, along with her two sons, Jnana
and Vairagya, started on a walking tour to Gokula and
Vrndavana via Karnataka, Maharastra and Gurjara
(Gujarat) . During the long tour the mother and her

sons became aged. But, as soon as they set foot on
Gokula and Vrndavana old age quitted Bhakti and
she became young again. But, her sons remained old.

So the mother requested Narada to turn them young
again. Narada read out to them the Vedas, the

Vedanta (Upanisads) and the Bhagavad Gita, all to no

purpose. Bhakti's sons still remained old. Then Sanaka,
Sananda and Sanatkumara asked Narada to read out

the Bhagavata to them. Narada did so, and the sons of

Bhakti Devi became young again. (Padma Purana).

BHALANDANA. A king. Though by birth he was a

brahmin he became a VaiSya because of doing things

belonging to the VaiSya community like trade and
commerce. (Markandeya Purana) . According to, the

Bhagavata, Visnu Purana and Vayu Purana Bhalan-

dana was the son of Nabhaga.
BHALLATA. A king of the line of Bharata. He was the

son of King Visvaksena and father of King Brhada!va.

(Navama Skandha, Bhagavata).


