
BHARADVAJA VII

river along with other sages. There he saw the celes-

tial beauty, Ghrtaci, standing in all splendour after her
bath. Bharadvaja had seminal emission and from that

was born a daughter, Srutavati, to him. (Chapter 47,

Salya Parva, M.B.).
BHARADVAJA VII. A great scholar well-versed in

all the Sustras. He is the author of 'Dharmasiitra' and
'Srautasiitra'. (The Visvavidyalaya of Bombay keeps
a hand written copy of his workSrautasiitra written in

I'andu script).

BHARADVAJA I. A Maharsi. It was he who convinced

Dyumatsena, father of Satyavan that he (Satyavan)
would be endowed with long life. (Vana Parva, Chapter
288, Verse 16).

BHARADVAJA II. The collective name of a particular
sect of preceptors mentioned in the Upanisads. The
Brhadaranyaka Upanisad refers to this sect ofpreceptors
as disciples of Bharadvaja, Piirasarya, Valaka, Kauika,
Aitareya, Asurayana and Baijavapayana.

BHARADVAJA III. A grammarian. According to the

Rktantra, pratiSakhya of Samaveda, it was Brahma,
who first composed the science of grammar. This
science was taught by Brahma to others in the following
order : Brahma to Brhaspati, he to Indra, Indra to

Bharadvaja and he to his disciples.
Panini has discussed the grammatical concepts of Bhara-

dvaja. Rkpratisakhya and Taittiriya have quoted the

opinions of this grammarian.
BHARADVAJA(M). A place of habitation in ancient

Bharata. (Sloka 68, Chapter 9, Bhlsma Parva, M.B.).
BHARADVAjATlRTHA. One ofthe five sacred places

(bathing ghats in sacred rivers). (See Varga).

BHARADVAjI. A famous Indian river mentioned in

the Puranas. (Bhlsma Parva, Chapter 9, Verse 29).

BHARADVAjIPUTRA. A preceptor, who was a dis-

ciple of Parasarlputra. In theBrhadaranyakopanisad he
is referred to in many contexts as Vatslmandavlputra.

One of the twentyseven constellations.

Punya is assured if one gives as gift a cow to a brah-
min on that day. (Sloka 35, Chapter 64, AnuSasana
Parva, M.B.).

BHARATA I. Son of Dusyanta born of Sakuntala.
1 )Genealogj>. Descending in order from Visnu - Brahma-

Atri-Candra-Budha-Pururavas-Ayus-Nahusa - Yayati
-

Puru-Janamejaya - Pracinva - Pravira-Namasyu - Vita-

bhaya-Surtdu-Bahuvidha- Samyati - Rahovadi - Raud-

raSva-Matinara-Santurodha-Dusyanta-Bharata.

2)Birth. Dusyanta was once hunting in the forests when
he hit a fawn with his arrow. The fawn (led to the
ASrama of Kanva Muni and the king followed it. On
reaching the ASrama grounds he saw Sakuntala water-

ins; the plants helped by her companions Anasuya and
Priyamvada. Dusyanta and Sakuntala fell in love with
each other at first sight. Kanva was absent from the
Asrama and the/ married according to the Gandharva
rites and Sakuntala became pregnant soon. The king
gave her his signet ring as a sign of faith and left for

his palace. When Dusyanta left her Sakuntala fell into

a deep reverie and she never knew about the arrival of
the arrogant sage, Durvasas to the asVama. Durvasas
mistook her as disrespectful and cursed her saying that
she would be forgotten by the man of whom she was

thinking then. Sakuntala never knew about the curse

also.
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Kanva Muniwhen he returned to the Airama andknew

everything, sent Sakuntala to the palace of Dusyanta.
But King Dusyanta never recognised her and when
Sakuntala was returning deeply grieved Menaka her

mother, took her and left her in theasramaof KaSyapa.
There Sakuntala delivered a son. The boy grew brave

and fearless and he could subdue even the wildest of

animals around there. KaSyapa, therefore, named him
Sarvadamana.
Once when Dusyanta was returning home after visiting

Indra he saw Sakuntala, recognised her, and took her

and the boy to his palace. This was the boy who later

on became known as Bharata. (Chapter 73, Adi Parva,

M.B.).
3) Marriage and reign. Bharata was a partial incarna-

tion of Mahavisnu. Even while he was young he became
a ruler and conquering the world destroyed the wicked.

Bharata had three wives. All the sons born to them
were bad and so the mothers killed them all. Aggrieved
over the loss of his sons he worshipped the devas to

get a son for him. At that time the great preceptor

Brhaspati forcibly married Mamata the wife of his

brother. Mamata was pregnant then and when she

conceived from Brhaspati also she bore two children.

On delivery she threw the child of Brhaspati in the

forests and went away with the other son.

The Devas took care of the discarded child and named
him Bharadvaja and gave the child to Bharata. Bharata

gave the boy the name Vitatha (Dlrghatamas) . Bharata
ruled over his land for twentyseven thousand years and
the land was, therefore, called Bharata. (Sloka 96,

Chapter 2, Adi Parva, M.B.) .

After ruling the land ideally he left for the forests

entrusting the land to his son, Vitatha. (Navama
Skandha, Bhagavata) .

Vitatha also was called Bharata and he had five sons:

Suhotra, Suhota, Gaya, Garbha and Suketu. (Chapter
278, AgniPurana).

BHARATA II. Son of Dasaratha.

1) Genealogy. Descending in order from Visnu-Brahma-

Marici-KaSyapa-Vivasvan - Vaivasvatamanu - Iksvaku-

Vikuksi-SaSida-Kakutstha-Anenas-Prthulasva -Prasena-

jit
- Yuvanasva - Mandhata - Purukutsa - Trasadasyu-

Anaranya-Haryasva-Vasumanas-Sudhanva-Trayyaruna-
Satyavrta-(Triahku)-HariScandra-Rohitasva

- Harita-

Cuncu-Sudeva-Bharuka - Bahuka - Sagara - Asamanjas-
Amsuman-Bhaglratha-Srutanabha-Sindhudvlpa - Ayuta-
yus-Rtuparna-Sarvakama-Sudas - Mitrasaha (Kalmasa-
pada)-Asmaka-Malaka-Khatvanga (Dilipa, Dirgha-

bahu)-Raghu-Aja-Das'aratha-Bharata.
2) Birth. Dasaratha, King of Ayodhya, had three wives :

Kausalya, Kaikeyi and Sumitra. Kausaly.i gave birth

to Sri Rama, Kaikeyi to Bharata and Sumitra to

Laksmana and Satrughna. Kaikeyi, mother of Bharata,
was the sister of Yudhajit, Raja of Kekeya. Bharata
was born on the day of Puya. (Sloka 14, Sarga 18,

Valmiki Ramayana)
DaSaratha remained in sorrow without children for a

very long time and then he performed a Putrakamesti

yaga (A sacrificial ceremony to get children) with

the Maharsi Rsya'rnga as the officiating priest. From
the sacred fire arose a divine figure carrying a pot of

pudding and it was after taking that pudding that the

wives of Da;aratha became pregnant. (Sarga 15,

Balaklnda, Valmiki Ramayana) .


