
BHlMA X

BHlMA X. One of the five attendants given to Subrah-
manya by the Deva called Arhsa. Parigha, Vafa,
Dahati and Dahana were the other four. (Salya Parva,
Chapter 45, Verse 34).

BHlMA XI. A king of ancient time. He sits in yama's
assembly worshipping yama. There are hundred kings
in yama's assembly, having the name Bhlma. (Sabha.
Parva, Chapter 8, Verse 24). It is on account of the

penance of the hundred Bhimas that the difficulties

of people are lifted. (Vana Parva, Chapter 3, Verse 11).
These one hundred persons were kings in ancient days.
Owing to several adversities they left their kingdoms
for the assembly of yama. (Santi Parva, Chapter 227,
Verse 49).

BHlMA XII. A yadava king, the father of Andhaka.
This Bhlma was a contemporary of Sri Rama. He con-

quered Madhurapuri founded by Satrughna after killing
the Daitya called Madhu.

BHlMA XIII. A friend of Havana, king of Lanka. It

was on the top of Bhlma's house that Hanuman rested
for the first time after arriving at Lank'i. (Valmiki
Ramayana, Sundara Kanda, Canto 6).

BHlMABALAI. (BHURIBALA). One of the hundred
sons of Dhrtarasfra killed by Bhlma. (Salya Parva,
Chapter 26, Verse 14).

BHlMABALA II. One of the five Vinayakas born from
the asura called Paflcajanya. These Vinayakas cause
difficulties and obstructions to the yajnas of Devatas.

(Vana Parva, Chapter 221, Verse 11).
BHlMABHATA. A gandharva. The following story has

reference to his past life.

On the death of Srutadhara, king of Ekalavyanagara the

younger of his two sons, Satyadhara drove out of the

kingdom the elder brother, Siladhara. Thus ousted from
his kingdom Siladhara did due penance and got from
Siva the boon that Satyadhara be killed while he him-
self be made a gandharva. Owing to the blessing of
Siva Satyadhara died, and he was born again as Samara-
bha(a, son of Ugrabha^a, King of Radhanagara, and
Siladhara was born as Bhimabhata, brother of Samara-
bhata. On the death of Ugrabhafa Bhlmabhata, after

killing Samarabhata ascended the throne. And, on one of
those days, he was transformed into a wild elephant as
the result of the curse of a muni. But, he iremembered
his previous existence, and, though turned into elephant
could speak like men. Bhlmabhata became a gandharva
because he received and treated well once a traveller
and related to him his (Bhlmabhata's )

own story.
(Kathasaritsagara SasamkavatMarhbaka).

BHlMAjANU. A king in ancient India. He remained in
the assembly of yama serving the latter. (Sabha Parva,
Chapter 8, Verse 21).

BHlMAKSA. A Raksasa, who used to attack the king-
doms of Kasi and Kosala often. Finally the above kings
jointly encountered him. He was killed by King Har-
yaivan. (Brahmanda Purana).

BHlMARATHA I. A king of the family of Visvamitra.
His father was Ketuman and Divodasa his son. (Bhaga-
vata, Navama Skandha).

BHlMARATHA II. One of the hundred sons of Dhrta-
rastra killed in the war by Bhima. (Bhlsma Parva,
Chapter 64, Verse 36).

BHlMARATHA III. A hero who fought on the Kaurava
side. It was this Bhlmaratha who stood at the centre of
the garuda vyuha (army formation in the form of the
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bird garuda, Kite) set up by Drona. (Drona Parva,

Chapter 20, Verse 12). He killed S'alva, the Mleccha

king and a supporter of the Pandavas. (Drona Parva,

Chapter 25, Verse 26). When Yudhisthira was king at

Indraprastha Bhlmaratha sat in Pandava assembly as a
comrade of the Pandavas. (Sabha Parva, Chapter 4,
Verse 26).

BHlMARATHl (BHlMA). A river in the South extolled

in the puranas. Sins of those who bathe in this river will

vanish. On its shore is a sacred place called Pandhara-

pura. (Vana Parva, Chapter 88, Bhisma Parva, Chap-
ter 9).

BHlMASARA. One of the hundred sons of Dhrtaras{ra.

(Adi Parva, Chapter 67, Verse 99).
BHlMAVEGA. One of the hundred sons of Dhrtarastra.

(Adi Parva, Chapter 67, Verse 99).
BHlRU. A son born to Manibhadra and his wife Punya-

jani.
BHlSAlVA. Son of Baka. From the day his father was

killed by Bhima Bhlsana was impatiently waiting for

revenge. When the Pandavas began the Asvamedha

yajna he obstructed it at a place near Ekacakra. Arjuna
fought and killed him. (Jaimini Asvamedha Parva,

Chapter 22).
BHlSMA.

1) Genealogy. From Visnu were descended in the follow-

ing order Brahma-Atri-Candra-Budha - Pururavas -

Ayus - Nahusa - Yayati - Puru - Janamejaya - Pracinva-

Pravira - Namasyu - Vltabhaya - Sundu - Bahuvidha -

Samyati - Rahovadi - Raudrasva - Matinara - Santu-

rodha-Dusyanta-Bharata-Suhotra-Suhota -Gala-Gardda
-Suketu-Brhatksetra-Hasti - Ajamidha - Rksa - Samva-
rana - Kuru- Jahnu-Suratha-Viduratha - Sarvabhauma-

Jayatsena-Ravyaya-Bhavuka-Cakroddhata - Devatithi -

Rksa - Bhima-Pratipa-Santanu-Bhlsma.
2) Birth and Boyhood. Bhisma's name in his boyhood was

Devavrata. He was the eighth son of Santanu, a king
of the lunar dynasty and Gangadevl. This boy was the

human embodiment of Dyau, one of the Astavasus.

Santanu, his father was the re-birth of another king,
Mahabhiseka. The story concerning this, as given in

the Maha.bha.rata is as follows:

King Mahabhiseka after his death, attained Visnuloka.

Once he went to visit Brahma at Satyaloka. At that

time Gangadevl was also present in Brahma's assembly.
In that pious atmosphere, a gentle breeze began to blow
and Gangadevl's clothes were slightly deranged. Just
at that moment, Mahabhiseka took a stealthy glance at

her and she also returned that glance. This was noted

by Brahma who turned both of them into human beings

by a curse. Gaiigadevi begged pardon and Brahma
lifted the curse and blessed her that the Astavasus would
come to the earth to be born as her sons and that after-

wards she could come back to Heaven. After that

Gangadevl was born as a mortal woman in the world
under the name Ganga and she spent her days in the

forests near the Ganga river valleys.
In those days the ruler of the Lunar dynasty was a king
named Pratipa. Having no children, he went to the

bank of the river Ganga and performed tapas there.

Gaiigadevi who was moving about in the forests near-

by, saw the King deeply absorbed in his tapas. She

approached him and sat on his right thigh. She wanted
the King to be her husband. He explained to her that

the right thigh is the proper seat of a daughter-in-law


