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human shape while her face was that of a female deer.

When the king asked her about her strange shape, she

related her past history as follows: "In my previous
birth, I was a female deer. On one occasion the whole
ofmy body except my face, was plunged in a river and
those parts of the body under the water were transformed
into human shape. From that day, I have been changed
into this form."
On hearing her story, the king took her to the holy river

and immersed her again in it. She was at once trans-

formed into an actual woman and the king married her.

(Skanda Purana, 7-2-2).

BHOJA. An exquisitely beautiful virgin of the country,
Sauvira. Mahabharata Drona Parva, Chapter 10,
Verse 33 says that Satyaki abducted her and made her
his wife.

BHOJA (M). (BHOJAVAMSA). This is a branch of
Yaduvainsa. (M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter 217, Verse 18).

BHOJAKATA. The capital of Vidarbha. Once Saha-

deva, one of the Pandavas conquered this city. It was
at this place that Sri Krsna defeated Rukmi, the brother
of RukminI at the time of Rukmini's Svayamvara. The
original name of Bhojakata was "Kundinapura".
(M.B. Sabha Parva, Chapter 31 and Udyoga Parva,
Chapter 158).

BHOJIKA. A Brahmana. (See the word Pataliputra )
.

BHOJYA. A Bhoja princess. She was abducted by
Jyamagha of the Yadava family and married to his son,
Vidarbha. (See Jyamagha).

BHOSA. A word meaning a comic, stupid or eccentric

person. Bhosas are of eight kinds. Those who feel

derided, those who babble, those who are obstinate,
sophists, those who indulge in hollow laughter, those
who pretend to be blind, those who pretend to be deaf,
and those who try to assert their self-importance these
are the eight classes of "Bhosas".

BHRAMARA. A prince of the land of Sauvira. He was
a comrade ofJayadratha. M.B. Vana Parva, Chapter
265 describes how Bhramara walked behind the chariot
ofJayadratha with banner in his hand, when the latter
abducted Pancali. Bhramara was killed by Arjuna.

BHRAMARl. A RaksasI who was the follower of Jarii-
bhasura. As directed by Jarhbhasura, she took birth in
the house of Kasyapa to kill Ganesa. One day she

treacherously gave poisoned sweets to Ganesa. Ganesa
detected her treachery and fisted her to death. (Ganesa
2-21).

BHRASAKARISA. A Raksasa. He was the son of

KetumatI, by the Raksasa, Sumall. They had ten sons

Prahasta, Akampana, Vikata, Kalakamukha, Dhumra-
ksa,_ Danda, Suparsva, Sarhhrada, Prakvata, and
Bhrasakarna and four daughters Veka, Puspotkafa,
Kaikasi and Kurhbhinasl. (Uttara Ramayana).

BHRGU.
1

) General. A sage, the son of Brahma. He was the
founder of Bhrgu vaihsa. Members of the Bhrgu varhsa
are called 'Bhargavas.' Bhrguvarhsa has been reputed
for many of its members who were Rsis of great sanctity
and grandeur.
2) Birth.

"Utsamgad Narado jajiie
Dakso 'mgusthru svayambhuvah /

Pranadvasisthah saayato
Bhrgustvacah karatkratuh". 1

//

From these lines we see that Bhrgu was born from
Brahma's skin (tvak). But in M.B. Adi Parva, 5th

Chapter, we find another version regarding his birth.

In that passage we read that Bhrgu was born from
"Vahni" (fire). In the light of these two statements, we
may examine Bhrgu's birth.

Bhrgu had two incarnations . The first time he was born
from Brahma's skin. In course of time, the sage Bhrgu
became famous. In the Daksayaga, this sage was pre-
sent as one of the Rtviks (officiating priests). On that

occasion, Satldevi who was in rage and grief because
her husband (Siva) was not invited to the yaga, commit-
ted suicide by jumping into the sacrificial fire. Hearing
about this, Siva was enraged and the monster spirits who
emerged from his matted locks caught hold of the

Rtviks. Bhagavata caturtha skandha says that the Bhuta
named Nandisvara, who emerged from Siva's locks,

caught hold of Bhrgu and killed him.
Therefore the Bhrgu who was born from Brahma's
skin must be considered as having died at Daksayaga.
Bhrgu was born again in Vaivasvata Manvantara.
This second birth was at the famous Brahmayajna
of Varuna. Hie was reborn from fire, as Brahma's son.

This child who was born from Brahma's semen which
fell in the sacrificial fire, was brought up by Varuna
and his wife Carsani. Consequently Bhrgu is referred

to as "Varunaputra" and "Carsanlputra" in some
Puranas. Since he was born at Varuna's yaga he is

sometimes called "VarunI Bhrgu".
3) Bhrgu VarhSa. (Bhrgu family )

. Each birth of Bhrgu
gave rise to a separate family. They are given below

separately: First birth: Bhrgu and his wife Khyati
had a daughter Laksmi and three sons, Dhata, Vidhata
and Kavi. Mahameru's daughters, Ayati and Niyati
became the wives of Dhata and Vidhata, respectively.
Two sons, Prana and Mrkandu were born to those two

couples. Markandeya was born to Mrkandu and from

Markandeya was born Vedasiras. Prana had a son,

Dyutiman who had a son Rajavan. From that Rajavan,
Bhrgu Varhsa multiplied. The family tree of this first

Bhrgu Varhsa is given below: (See Visnu purana,
Part I, Chapter 10).
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Second Birth: The second Bhrgu Varhsa is the family
which took its origin from the second birth of Bhrgu
as the son of Varuna. Varuna's son, Bhrgu married
the woman, Puloma. They had six children who were,

Bhuta, Cyavana, Vajraslrsa, Suci, Sukra, and Savana.

By his first wife Bhuta, he had his sons, "Ekadasa
Rudras" (eleven Rudras) and "Rudra Parsadas"

!*Narada was born from Brahma's lap, Daksa from his Amgustha, Vasisjha from his Praija, Bhrgu from his skin and Kratu from his arm.


