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Thus Brahma, Visnu and Mahesvara became rivers

with their portions. Brahma became the fast-flowing
Kukudmati, Mahavisnu changed to river Krsna and
Siva, the river Venl. The devas also changed their

portions to rivers and flowed from the Sahya mountain
to the east and their wives changed to rivers by their

portions and flowed to the west. Svara and Gayatrl
flowed as two rivers to the west and then joined together
as one river called Savitrl. Visnu and Siva who were
consecrated at the sacrifice by Brahma came to be called

Bala and Atibala (Powerful and more powerful). This is

the origin of the rivers in Kerala. (Padma Purana,
Chapter 113).

9) Brahma is not worshipped. Long ago Brahma and
Visnu went to see Siva near Himavan. They saw a shin-

ing phallus there in front of them. It was of immense
size. One of them went downwards and the other

upwards to find out the end of it. Both returned without

reaching the top or the bottom and by penance they
pleased Siva who appeared before them and asked them
what boon they desired. Brahma asked Siva to take
birth as his son. Siva did not like this and said that no-

body would worship Brahma because of his extravagant
desire (namely, to have Siva as his son). Visnu requested
that he should be made a servant at Siva's feet. So
Visnu incarnated as Siva's Sakti (power). That Sakti is

Parvatl. So Visrrn and Parvati are one and the same in a
sense. (Kathasaritsagara, Kathapuhalambakarh, Ta-

rahga 1
)
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10) The abode ofBrahma. It is said in Devi Bhagavata,
Skandha 8, that the abode of Brahma is on the top of
Mount Mahameru. There are nine towns there. Mano-
vati which is in the centre, is the town of Brahma. Due
east of Manovati stands Amaravati, the town of Indra.
On the south-east corner there is RajovatI which is owned
by Agni (fire-god). Due south of Brahmapurl there is

the town of SamyamanI which is the town of Yama (God
of death) On the south west corner there is the town of
Nirrti. It is named Krsnanjana. On the west there is

the town called Sraddhavatl. It is the abode of God
Varuna. On the north-west corner there is the town
called GandhavatI which is the abode of Bhagavan
Vayu (Wind-God ) . Due north to Brahmapurl stands the
town of Kubera (God of wealth). It is known by the
name Mahodaya. On the north east corner there is the

city of Siva. It is known as Yasovati.
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The sons of Brahma. Brahma is the creator of all

the living things in the world. Still mention is made in the
Puranas about countless divine persons who were born
from the mind and body of Brahma, directly and indi-

rectly. They are given below ii groups
(1 ) Marlci, Ahgiras, Atri, Pulastya, Pulaha, and Kratu.
It is mentioned in the Mahabharata, Adi Parva, Chapter
65, Stanza 10, that these six grand hermits were born
from the mind of Brahma.

(2) Dhata and Vidhata. It is mentioned in Maha-
bharata Adi Parva, Chapter 66, Stanza 51 that these
two were good sons born to Brahma.

(3) Rudra. Mention is made in Agni Purana, Chapter
20, that Brahma had a roaring son who was named
Rudra.

(4) Svayarhbhuva Manu. It occurs in Bhagavata
Skandha 1 1

, that Manu Svayambhuva was the son of
Brahma.

(5) Kandarpa (Kamadeva Cupid). In Kathasarit-
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sagara, Lavanakalambaka, Taranga, 6, it is mentioned
that Cupid was born from the Egoism of Brahma.
(6)Madhuka and Golika. In Uttara Ramayana, men-
tion is made that from the playful habit of Brahma, a

giant named Madhuka and a giantess named Golika
were born.

(7) Bhrgu. It is mentioned in Mahabharata, Adi Parva,

Chapter 5, Stanza 8, that the hermit Bhrgu was the son
of Brahma.

(8)Jarhbavan. It is seen in Kaihpa Ramayana that

Jarhbavan was born from the sweat of Brahma.

(9) The Sanakas. In Bhagavata mention is made that

the Sanakas (Sanaka, Sananda, Sanatana and Sanat-

kumara) were sons of Brahma.

(10) In Mahabharata, Anusasana Parva there is a

passage given as the words of Vasistha spoken to Bhrgu,
about the birth of many of the sons of Brahma. "May
I tell you a story I have heard long ago about the revela-

tion of Brahma of himself?

Lord Rudra took the form of Varuna and performed a
sacrifice. Many hermits, all the devas, Agni and others,
Vasatk~ra (Exclamation in sacrifice) which took body,
and all yajnangas came to the sacrificial hall. All the

expedients, all the glories which are thousands in number
took shape and came to the sacrifice. Rgveda arrayed
in garments of heroism came there. All the omens, all

the voices, all the emotions, all the etymologies of pro-
nouncing Veda Suktas, all the svarabhaktikas, Orhkara

(the syllable Orh) the eye of all the Vedic metres and
their theories, all restraints and donations, all Vedas,
Upanisads, accomplishments, Savitri, the past, the near
future and distant future, all these came there. The
Lord Siva held everyone of them. He offered his spirit

by his spirit. The sacrifice took many forms and shed
radiances. Paramasiva is heaven, is the sky, is the earth,
is the ether and the husband of the Earth, is the lord

of all accomplishments, is noble and the lord of radiance.
This Lord is lauded by the names Brahma, Siva, Rudra,
Varuna, Agni, and Prabhavati. Siva is the King of all

the worlds. Penances, sacrifices, vows emblazed by fast,

all the directions and gods of directions, Indras, celestial

maids, mothers of the worlds, all these assumed forms
and came to the sacrifice in multitudes. Everybody who
witnessed the sacrifice of Paramesvara, who was in the

form of Varuna, was greatly pleased. Seeing the pleased
celestial maids standing in rows passion arose in Brahma.
He had seminal discharge. Aditya (the Sun) took the

earth on which the semen fell and threw it into the sacri-

ficial fire, which blazed furiously. Brahma who became
the offerer of oblation had discharge again. He got it in

the sacrificial ladle and with recitation of spells offered

it in the sacrificial fire as if it was ghee. The powerful
semen contained the three attributes of Sattva, Rajas
and Tamas. From the attribute of Rajas arose the

living world which had activity as its purpose. Radiance
is the quality of Sattva which entered the living and non-

living world. It gives light to everything. It also gives
the power of discrimination. From the semen offered

in the fire, three sons with body and the attributes of

demi-gods came out. The male who had originated from
the flame called 'Bharjana' became Angiras. The male
who originated from the burning coals became Kavi.
Over and above these three radiances, other radiances
also originated from the sacrificial fire. From the Marlcis


