
BRHANMANAS II 162 BRHASPATI

BRHANMANAS II. A hermit. This hermit was one of
the seven sons born to Angiras of his wife Sum;;na.

(M.B. Vana Parva, Chapter 208).
BRHANMANTRA. See Brhatkirti.

BRHANMEDAS. A king of the Yadavas. He was the

son of Vapusman and father of Srideva.
(
Kurma Purana,

1 : 24 : 6 10) .

BRHANNALA. The name adopted by Arjuna during
the concealment of the Pandavas in the Kingdom of

Virata. (For further information see Arjuna).
BRHANTA 1 . A king. Yudhislhira performed a horse

sacrifice. Arjuna was taking the sacrificial horse

round, for the conquest of the Norlh when King
Brhanta opposed him. Arjuna defeated him and brought
him under subjugation. He presented Arjuna with a

large quantity of precious stones. (M.B. Adi Parva,

Chapter 177).
In the battle of Mahabharata Brhanta fought on the

side of the Pandavas, and was killed by Duss'asana.

(M.B. Kama Parva, Chapter 4).
BRHANTA II. A warrior on the side of the Kauravas.
He was the brother of Ksemadhurti. Brhanta was
killed in a fight with Satyaki. (M.B. Karna Parva,

Chapter 4).
BRHANTA. One of the seven mothers of Subrahmanya.
'(M.B. Vana Parva, Chapter 118, Stanza 10).

BRHASPATI. The teacher of the devas (Gods).

1) Birth. The father of Brhaspati was Angiras, the

son of Brahma. Brahma grew amorous, at the sight of

some celestial maids who were present at a sacrifice

performed by Rudra ;
and he had seminal flow.

Brahma put the semen in fire. From that fire the devas
such as Marici, Bhrgu, Angiras and others were born.

The name Angiras was given because he was born out

of angara ( live-coal) . Eight sons were born to Angiras
by his wife Vasuda. They were Utathya, Brhaspati,

Vayasya, Santi, Ghora, Virupa, Samvarta and Sudh-
anva. All of them were sages who had attained one-

ness with the supreme Spirit by knowledge, and who
had been free from worldly pain. Of them Brhaspati,

Utathya and Samvarta became famous through all

the worlds. In some puranas Vasuda, the mother of

Brhaspati, is given the name Sraddha also.

It is stated that Brhaspati had a sister named Aiigirasl.
She was a follower of the Brahma cult. She became
the wife of Prabhasa the last one of the eight Vasus. 1

Visvakarma was her son. (Bhagavata Skandha 4, Maha-
bharata, Adi Parva, Chapter 66).
2 )

Is Brhaspati the son of Agni ? In some puranas
Brhaspati is described as the son of Agni. Its authority
is given below. Angiras, the father of Brhaspati was
once doing penance in his hermitage. When the fire of

penance increased the brightness of the real fire

decreased. Agni (fire) stood before Angiras and said

"Oh Lord ! your brightness surpasses mine. From this

day onwards you are the real fire. So you shall be the

first fire and I will be the fire of Prajapati which is the

second fire."

Because of this boon of Agni, the devas
( gods) , recog-

nized Angiras also as a fire-god. So in some Puranas

Brhaspati is mentioned as the son of Agni (fire-god) .

(Bhagavata, Skandha 4) .

3) Teacher of the Devas. The story of how Brhaspati
became the teacher of the devas, is given in the

IShasabharata, Chapter 76 as shown below :

"The Suras and the asuras
(
the gods and the demons)

became enemies from time immemorial, regarding the

possession of wealth and prosperity in the three worlds.

To secure victory in the battles the gods made Brhas-

pati their teacher and likewise the asuras made Sukra
their teacher."

The devas and asuras began to fight for prosperity
and wealth. At that time the devas selected Brhaspati
and the asuras selected Sukra, as their teacher.

4) The conjugality of Brhaspati. Tara was the wife of

Brhaspati. She was very beautiful. Seeing Candra's
handsome figure she doted on him. There arose several

quarrels over this affair. Finally the devas intervened

and Tara was given back to Brhaspati. Budha was
born to Candra by Tara.
The individual called Tara in the family of the monkeys,
was a son of Brhaspati. It is mentioned in Valmiki

Ramayana, BalaKanda, Sarga 17, Stanza 10 as follows,

which proves this fact.

"Brhaspati begot the mighty monkey Tara." In the

Rgveda, Mandala 1, Anuvaka 19, Sukta 126, it is

mentioned that Brhaspati had a daughter named
Romasa. When her husband teased her RomaSa said

to her husband : ''You please come and feel your
hand on my body. Don't think that my organs are

small. Though I am hairy like the goats of Gandhara,
I have got all the organs fully grown." This is the

statement in the Rgveda. In the Uttara Ramayana,
it is stated that Brhaspati had a Brahmana son named

Kusadhvaja, and that a daughter named Devavati was
born to Kusadhvaja. Devavati was born from his

mouth while Kusadhvaja was engaged in devotional

recitation oftheVedas. Slta was the rebirth of this

Devavati. It is stated in the Mahabharata, Adi Parva,

Chapter 67, Stanza 69, that Drona, the son of Bhara-

dvaja, was born from a portion of Brhaspati. Kaca was
another son of Brhaspati. For full particulars of the

story how Devayam (daughter of Sukra) hankered
after Kaca, see 'Kaca'. Mention is made in

Mahabharata, Vana Parva, Chapter 219, Stanza 1,

that Brhaspati had a wife called CandramasI and that

she gave birth to six Agnis. In Kampa Ramayana,
Yuddhakanda mention is made that Brhaspati had a

daughter named Sulekha. Six sons and a daughter
were born to CandramasI. The six sons were six Agnis

(fires) : In sacrifices the burnt offerings and the ghee
were the portions meant for the great and mighty fire

Samyu, the son of Brhaspati. It is to satisfy this great
fire which blazes with numberless pointed tongues, that

in sacrifices such as Caturmasya, Asvamedha etc. ani-

mals are slaughtered. The daughter of Dharma was
the wife ofSarhyu. The name of the wonderful being

(Samyu's wife) is Satya. A son named Dlpti and three

daughters were born to Samyu. The son of Dlpti is

Bharadvaja who is the recipient of first portion of Ghee
oblated in sacrifice. On all full-moon days offerings
of sacrifices are meant for Bharata. Bharata had a son

named Bharata and a daughter named Bharati. Bharata

the Agni is said to be the son of the Agni who is Praja-

i It is stated in Mahabharata, Vana Parva, Chapter 218 that the mother of Brhaspati had another name, Subha, and that Brhas-

pati had six more brothers, born later, named Brhatkirti, Brhatjyoti, Brhadbrahma, Brhadmana, Bfhadmantra, and Brhadbhasa and that

Angirasi had the name Bhanumati also.


