
CARAKA 178 CATURIKA

was invited to witness it. And Krsna killed Kamsa,
(Bhagavata, Dasama Skandha).

CARAKA. Author of Carakasarhhita.

CARMAMANDALA. A village in ancient India. (M.B.
Bhisma Parva, Chapter 9, Verse 47).

CARMAVAN. Son of King Subala. He was the brother

of Sakuni. Iravan, son of Arjuna killed him in the great
war. (M.B. Bhisma Parva, Chapter 90).

CARMAI^VATl. A river in north India, now known
as river Campa.
1

)
General. King Sasabindu, who ruled northern

India in olden days once performed a yajna. The skins

(carmans) of animals killed in the yajna lay there in a

heap like a hill. When rain fell there flowed from the

'skin-hill' a river and it was called Carmanvati. (Devi-

bhagavata, Prathama Skandha).
2) Other details. (1) River Carmanvatl serves Varuna
in his assembly. (M.B. Sabha Parva, Chapter 9, Verse

21).

( 2 )
Once on the bank of this river Sahadeva defeated

the son of Jarhbhaka in fight. (M.B. Sabha Parva,

Chapter 31, Verse 7).

(3 )
He who bathes in this river will get the same result

as from the Agnistoma yajna. (M.B. Vana Parva,

Chapter 82, Verse 54).

(4) Carmanvatl is one of the rivers responsible for the

origin of Agni. (M.B. Sabha Parva, Chapter 222,
Verse 23).

CARU (CARUCITRA). A son of Dhrtarastra, killed in

war by Bhimasena. (M.B. Drona Parva, Chapter 136).
CARUBHADRA. (See Carugupta).
CARUCANDRA. (See Carugupta).
CARUDEHA. (See Carugupta).
CARUDESNA. I. A son of Sri Krsna by Rukmini.

(See Carugupta). He was present at the wedding of

Draupadi. (M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter 185). The chief

incident in his life was his killing Vivindhya. (M.B.
Vana Parva, Chapter 16, Verse 26).

CARUDESI^A II. (See Candrasena).
CARUDHI. A mountain near the Mahameru. There

are twenty mountains around the Meru, viz., Kaiiga,
Kuraga, KuSumbha, Vikankata, Trikuta, Sisira, Patari-

ka, Rucaka, Nila, Nisadha, Sitivasa, Kapila, fsankha,

Vaidurya, Carudhi, Harhsa, Rsabha, Naga, Kalanjara
and Narada. (Devibhagavata, Astama Skandha).

CARUGUPTA. Son of Sri Krsna by Rukmini. Pradyu-
mna, Carudesna, Sudesna, Carudeha, Sucaru, Caru-

gupta, Bhadracaru, Carucandra, Aticaru and Caru
were the ten sons of Rukmini. She had also a daughter
called Carumati. (Bhagavata Dasama Skandha). As
distinct from the Bhagavata the Mahabharata, speaks
of three more sons to Rukmini, viz., Caruyasas, Caru-
vesa and CaruSravas. (Anusasana Parva, Chapter 4,
Verse 59.).

CARUMATI. (See Carugupta).
CARUMATSYA. A brahmavadi son of ViSvamitra.

(M.B. Anusasana Parva, Chapter 4, Verse 59).
CARUNETRA. A celestial woman, who spent her time

in Kubera's assembly. (M.B. Sabha Parva, Chapter
10, Verse 10).

CARUSlRSA. A maharsi, who belonged to Alarhba-

gotra. A friend of Indra, the maharsi once spoke to

Dharmaputra about the greatness of Siva. (M.B.
Anusasana Parva, Chapter 18, Verse 5).

CARUSRAVAS. (See Carugupta).

CARUVAKTRA. An attendant of Subrahmanya. He
was much devoted to brahmins. (M.B. Salya Parva,

Chapter 45, Verse 71).
CARUVESA. (See Carugupta).
CARUYASAS. (See Carugupta).
CARVAKA I. A Raksasa, who was a close friend of

Duryodhana. The following story is told about how he

happened to become Duryodhana's friend.

In the Krtayuga this Raksasa did tapas to please Brah-

ma at Badaryas rama, and Brahma gave him the

boon that he would be safe from all beings. Then he

went round the world troubling brahmins, who, at

last sought refuge in Brahma, and he pacified them
with the assurance that Carvaka would become a friend

of Duryodhana when he would insult Brahmins and
be reduced to ashes in the fire of their anger.

Accordingly Carvaka became a friend of Duryodhana.
When, after the great war, Dharmaputra entered

Hastinapura with his followers thousands of brahmins

gathered around and blessed him. Carvaka also dis-

guised as a brahmin came there and condemning Dhar-

maputra as an enemy of his own people cursed him.

The brahmins recognised him and cursed him to ashes.

(M.B. Santi Parva, Chapters 38, 39).
CARVAKA II. Certain Sanskrit texts refer to another

Carvaka, a philosopher in ancient India. He was an
atheist. He controverted in a powerful manner the

belief in the existence of heaven and hell after death.

CARVAftGl. Wife of King Bhadra'renya and daughter
of Kus"amba. (Brahmanda Purana, Chapter 2).

CASAVAKTRA. An attendant of Subrahmanya. He
had deep love for brahmins. (M.B. Salya Parva, Chap-
ter 45).

CATURAKIGA. A king of the Anga dynasty. He was
the son of Hemapada and father of Prthulaksa. (Agni

Purana, Chapter 277).
CATURASVA. A Rajarsi. He was a prominent mem-

ber is Yama's assembly. (Sabha Parva, Chapter 11).

CATURASYA. A heroic asura. Once he fell in love

with Rambha, and on his request Svayamprabha,
Rambha's attendant, won over her mistress to the asura.

The asura, Rambha and Svayamprabha then shifted

their residence to a beautiful palace built in south India

by Maya for Caturasya. But, Indra who felt Rambha's
absence badly came down to earth, killed Caturasya
and took Rambha back with him. Indra cursed Svayam-
prabha to remain on earth. And, he told her that she

should welcome and treat well the monkeys who would
be arriving there in their quest of Sita, and then she

would get redemption from the curse. The above facts

were revealed by Svayamprabha herself while welcom-

ing the monkeys. (Kampa Ramayana).
CATURDASIMAHATMYA. The puranas declare

that worshipping Siva on Caturdas'i day will satisfy all

desires. There is a story in one of the puranas support-

ing this claim. (See Kumudvati).
CATURDAMSTRA. An attendant of Subrahmanya.
He always showed great devotion towards Brahmins.

(M.B. Salya Parva, Chapter 45, Verse 62).

CATURIKA. A harlot about whom the following story

is told in Kathasaritsagara.
Once a poor Brahmin got a piece of gold as Pratigraha

(fee or daksina for performing a religious rite). While
he was perplexed not knowing what to do with the gold,

a Vi{a advised him to go on tour with the money got by


