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That river pushed her down to river Gomati and that

river in turn washed her ashore a huge forest. There

she was met by the sage Rtadhvaja. Knowing her

sad tale the sage felt compassion for her and cursed

Visvakarma to be born as a monkey. Then he let her

marry her lover and blessed them. (Chapters 63 and

64, Vamana Purana).
CITRA5IG1. Daughter of Bhadrasrenya, a king ot

Hehaya. She was the wife of Durmada. (See under

Durmada).
CITRAPUSPAM. A garden where peculiar kinds of

flowers grow. This garden is on the higher planes of

Mount Sukaksa to the west of Dvaraka. (M.B. Sabha

Parva, Chapter 38).

CITRARATHA I. (A&GARAPAR&A). A devagan-

dharva. ..

1) Birth. Citraratha was the gandharva son ot

Kasyapaprajapati of his wife Muni. (Sloka 43, Chapter

65, Adi Parva).

2) Citraratha and Arjuna. The greatest event in the

life of Citraratha alias Angaraparna was the defeat he

suffered at the hands of Arjuna. The Pandavas after

their escape from the lac palace (Laksagrha) through

a tunnel arrived in a forest and there they killed the

demons Hidimba and Baka. One night they were

walking along the shores of the river Ganga when they

heard a sound of somebody bathing in the river. Arjuna

who was walking ahead waving a country torch went

to see who was bathing at that time of the night. Arjuna

then saw Citraratha enjoying a bath with his wife

Kumbhinasi. That period of the night was allotted to

the gandharvas, and human beings were not expected

to be out walking at that time. Citraratha felt it

impertinent that Arjuna a human being should be out

walking at night and peep into the privacy of the

gandharvas. The gandharva and Arjuna so entered into

a combat. Citraratha who was a great fighter was,

after a grim battle, subdued, bound hand and foot, and

brought before his brothers by Arjuna. Kumbhinasi

followed her exhausted, powerless and spiritless husband

and pleaded to Dharmaputra to release him. Dharma-

putra advised Arjuna to do so and on getting his release

he taught Arjuna the famous Caksuslvidya the magic

art of seeing by one's own eyes anything and everything

in the three worlds : Heaven, Earth and the nether-

world. Manu was the author of this magic art and from

him Soma learnt it and from Soma Visvavasu, from

Visvavasu, Citraratha and from Citraratha, Arjuna.

Besides this Citraratha gave Arjuna many chariots

and horses.

In return Arjuna taught him the secret of the missile

Agnisira. Exchanging faith and affection thus Citraratha

and the Pandavas became friends. He then narrated to

the Pandavas many interesting stories, of which the

following are a few. The story of the feud between

Vasistfia and Visvamitra, story of Tapatlsarhvarana

and tales about the sage Parasara, Kalmasapada,

Adriyanti, Bhargavas, Krtavlrya and Aurva. Citra-

ratha advised the Pandavas to have a priest for the

sacrificial rites and it was thus that they engaged

Dhaumya as their family priest.

Since Arjuna had destroyed all the chariots belonging to

Citraratha, the latter got a name 'Bhagnaratha' (devoid

of chariots). Citraratha admitted that Arjuna could
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conquer him because of his vow of celibacy. ( Chapters

165 to 183, Adi Parva, M.B.).

3) Other details.

(1 )
Citraratha attended one of the birthday festivals ot

Arjuna. (Sloka 52, Chapter 122, Adi Parva, M.B.).

(2 )
Citraratha worshipped Kubera sitting in the latter's

council. (Sabha Parva, Chapter 10, Sloka 26).

(3) He offered as a gift to Dharmaputra four hundred

excellent horses which could fly like wind. (Chapter 52,

Sloka 23, Vana Parva).

(4) When the gandharvas milked the earth during the

time of the emperor, Prthu, Citraratha acted as the calf.

(Sloka 39, Chapter 6, Harivarh^a).

(5) Siva once sent Citraratha as a messenger to Asura

Sarhkhacuda, with a message that Samkhacuda should

abandon his satanic activities. (Devi Bhagavata, Nava-

ma Skandha).
CITRARATHA II. One of the ministers of Dasaratha.

He belonged to the Suta dynasty. (Sloka 17, Ayodhya

Kanda, Valmlki Ramayana).
CITRARATHA III. A king of Salva. Once Renuka,

wife of Jamadagni, after her bath in the river stayed

ashore watching this king and his queen bathe in the

river with erotic plays. Renuka thus reached the asrama

a bit late and Jamadagni enraged at this commanded

his son Paras'urama to chop the head of his own mother.

(Brahmanda Purana, Chapter 59).

CITRARATHA IV. A king of the dynasty of Bharata.

He was the son of King Gaya. Citraratha had a sister

named Sugati and a brother Avarodhana. (Pancama

Skandha, Bhagavata).
CITRARATHA V. A prince of Paiicala. He was killed

in the battle of Mahabharata by Dronacarya. (Sloka

43, Chapter 122, Drona Parva).

CITRARATHA VI. A king of the Anga country. He

married Prabhavati, sister of Ruci, wife of Devasarma.

(Sloka 8, Chapter 42, Anusasana Parva, M.B.).

CITRARATHA VII. A king of the Yadava dynasty.

He was the son of USanku and father of Sura. (Sloka 29,

Chapter 147, Anugasana Parva).

CITRARATHA VIII. Son of Virabahu and a friend ot

Sri Rama. In the Rajya Kanda of Ananda Ramayana
there is the following story about him.

Citraratha was also one among those assembled for the

svayarhvara of Hema, daughter of Kusa. He sent an

anaesthetic missile to the assemblage and made them

all fall down senseless. He then took Hema out from the

marriage hall. But on reaching outside he felt he had

done a very unjust thing and so withdrew the missile

and stood outside ready to fight. A fight ensued in

which Citraratha defeated all. But Lava alone continued

to fight with him. Virabahu, father of Citraratha, who

was closely watching the fight came to the help of Citra-

ratha and engaging Lava in a fight struck him down.

Kua seeing this attacked Virabahu and bound him

hand and foot. At that time Sri Rama came to the scene

and told Kusa that Virabahu was a friend of his and

set Virabahu free. Hema was then married to C

ratha and Virabahu was sent away with due respect.

CITRARATHA. An Indian river of puranic fame.

(Chapter 9, Bhlsma Parva, M.B.).

CITRARtJPA. An attendant of Siva. When by a curse

of Mahavisnu MahalaksmI was changed into a mare,

it was through this attendant that Siva sent a message to

Visnu. (Devi Bhagavata, Skandha 6).


