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Bhagavata. Rgveda, Mandala 1, Anuvaka 17, Sukta

116; Chapter 123, Vana Parva).

6) Other details.

(1) Paras urama once came and stayed at the asrama of

Cyavana. At that time Bhrgu and Cyavana were in the

asrama. They blessed him and advised him to go to

Kailasa and do penance there to propitiate Siva. It was
thus that Paras'urama happened to go to Kailasa to do

penance there. (Brahmanda Purana, Chapter 62).

(2) Cyavana got a son named Pramati. This Pramati

was the father of Ruru and the grandfather of Sunaka.

(Chapter 5, Adi Parva).

(3) Cyavana married Arusi daughter of Manu. Aurva
was the son born to Arusi from her thigh. In descending
order from Aurva were born Rclka Jamadagni
Parasurama. (Chapter 66, Adi Parva).

(4) Astika learnt Sariga Vedas from the asrama
of Cyavana. (Chapter 48, Adi Parva).

(5) Cyavana was the guru of Bhisma. (Sloka 11,

Chapter 37, Santi Parva).

(6 ) King Yuvanasva once went to the as rama ofCyavana
greatly worried over the lack of a descendant. Cyavana
prepared some sacred water made potent with the recital

of mantras to induce gestation and kept it there. Acci-

dentally the King drank that water and got pregnant.
The pregnancy developed without miscarriage and in due
time the King gave birth to a child, the left side of his

stomach bursting forth to push out the child. It was this

child who became Mandhata. (Chapter 126, Vana

Parva).

(7) Cyavana was a brilliant member of the court of

Brahma. (Sloka 1 1
, Chapter 22, Sand Parva

)
.

(8) Cyavana went to Patala (nether-world). (See under

Kekaralohita).

(9) Once the august Vedasarma of Kauslkagotra went
to the asrama of Cyavana lost in thought. Cyavana recei-

ved him with due respect and enquired about the reason

for his sorrow. Vedasarma then told him that the lack of a

son worried him much. Cyavana then blessed him and
assured him ofa child soon. (Chapter 14, Padma Purana).

(10) Cyavana had a daughter named Sumanas and she

was married to a sage called Somasarma. (Chapter 14,

Padma Purana
)

.

CYAVANASRAMA. A sacred place. Arhba, daughter
of Kas iraja, used to bathe in a pond nearby. (Sloka 26,

Chapter 186, Udyoga Parva).
CYAVANASAROVARAM. A sacred place. It is believ-

ed that this is the best place for worshipping Pitrs

(spirits of the dead). (Sloka II, Chapter 125, Vana

Parva).

D
D. (5) This letter means (1) Rudra and (2) tremor

or fear (trasa).
DA. This syllable means ruin. (Agni Purana, Chapter

348).
DABHlTI. A hermit who is praised much in the Rg-

veda. It is mentioned in Rgveda, Mandala 1, Anuvaka

16, Sukta 112, that the Asvinldevas had saved Turviti,

Dabhiti, Dhvasanti and Purusand, the sons of Indra,
from a danger.

DADHICA. (DADHICI).
1

)
Birth. A famous hermit. Mention is made in

Mahabharata, Salya Parva, Chapter 51, Stanza 83, that

this hermit was the son of the great hermit Bhrgu, and

that he was made of the essences of the world, with a

huge body.

2) The birth of the hermit Sdrasvata. Dadhlca erected his

hermitage on the bank of the river Sarasvati and began
to do penance. The power of penance increased daily.

Seeing this Indra was flurried. So he sent the celestial

maid Alaihbusa to break the penance of Dadhlca some-

how or other. Alarhbusa came to the hermitage of

Dadhlca and began to dance and sing. When the hermit

saw her he grew lustful and seminal discharge occurred

to him. The semen fell in the river Sarasvati, who be-

came pregnant and in due course gave birth to a child.

She took the child to the hermit Dadhlca and told him
the story of the child. The hermit was much pleased.
He took the child and embraced it and blessed the river

Sarasvati thus :

"Brahma, the gods and the celestial maids will be pleased
if your water is offered as oblation."

Dadhici then said that the child should be named Saras-

vata. He also added that when there was a drought conti-

nuously for twelve years, Sarasvata would have the

power to bring rain. Then Sarasvati took the child to

her abode and brought it up.
3

)
How he destroyed the asuras with the head of a horse. Once

Dadhici went to the world of the devas (gods).
From there he looked down and saw the earth filled with
the asuras. Indra went to destroy them. But he could

not. So he made a search for anything left behind by
Dadhlca. He understood that Dadhlca had with him
the head of a horse. It was found in a lake in the country
of Saranya. With the bones taken from that head Indra
and Dadhlca destroyed a large number of asuras.

(Rgveda, Mandala 1, Anuvaka 13, Sukta 84).

4) The weapon (Vajra) of Indra was made from a bone.
A story occurs in the Mahabharata, which says that the

Diamond-weapon of Indra was made of a bone of
Dadhici. The asuras went to fight with Indra under the

leadership of Vrttrasura. Indra tried his utmost to kill

Vrttrasura, but he could not. At last Indra approached
Brahma, who told Indra that if a bone of the hermit,
called Dadhlca was obtained it could effectively be used

against Vrtra. Accordingly Indra went with Nara
and Narayana to the banks of the river Sarasvati and
entered the hermitage and bowed before the shining
hermit Dadhlca and informed him of their errand. The
hermit replied that he had no objection in giving his

bone to save the gods. Saying thus the hermit discarded

his life. Indra took the bone of Dadhici and made his

weapon ofDiamond (Vajra) with which he killed Vrtra
and his followers. (Mahabharata, Chapter 100).

5) Other information

(1 )
At the sacrifice of Daksa, Dadhici got angry because

Siva was not given his dues of the sacrifice. (M.B. Sand

Parva, Chapter 284).

(2) Once Dadhici talked to a Brahmin called Karuna
about the importance of the ashes dedicated to Siva.

(Padma Purana, Chapter 101).

(3) See Dhananjaya V to know how this hermit gave
absolution from curse to a fly.

DADHICA (M). A holy place in Kuruksetra. Angiras
the son of Sarasvati was born in this place. From that

day onwards this place became a holy place. It is men-
tioned in Mahabharata, Vana Parva, Chapter 83,

Stanza 186 that he who bathes in this holy place will


