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of Pundarika and Devanika the son of Ksemadhanva.
In the navama skandha ofBhagavata it is said that

Devanika was the grandfather of Pariyatra and father

of Rksa.
DEVANTAKA. A Raksasa, the son of Rudraketu. When

the people of the three worlds could no longer stand his

depredations Gaiiapati incarnated in Kasyapa's house
and killed Devaritaka. (Padma Puraria, Srsti Khanda).

DEVAPA. A king born in the Yayati dynasty. ( Bhaga-
vata, Navama Skandha).

DEVAPATHA (M) . A holy centre. To stay there bath-

ing in the holy waters is as productive of results as

conducting a Devasattra (Yajna). (Vana Parva, Chapter
85, Verse 45) .

DEVAPI I. A king born in the lunar dynasty.

Genealogy. Descended from Visnu thus : Atri Candra
Budha Pururavas Ayus Nahusa Yayati Puru

Janame jaya Pracinvan - - Pravira Namasyu
Vitabhaya Sundu - Bahuvidha Sarhyati Raho-
vadi Raudra^va Matinara Santurodha Dusyanta
Bharata Suhotra Suhota Gala Garda Suketu
Brhatksetra Hasti Ajamldha Rksa Samvarana
Kuru - - Jahnu Suratha Viduratha Sarvabha-
uma Jayatsena Avyaya Bhavuka Cakroddhata
Devatithi Rksa Bhima Pratica Pratipa Devapi.
Pratipa had three sons named Devapi, Santanu and
Balhlka. Santanu succeeded Pratipa as king as his elder

brother had taken to sarmyasa as a boy. (Adi Parva,
Chapter 94, Verse 61).

2) Devapi resorted to the forest. Devapi was the best

loved by his father and was the apple of the eyes of his

subjects. But he was suffering from skin disease. So,
when Pratipa wanted to crown him king the people
objected. Their argument was that God would not be

pleased if a man with skin disease became king. The
king yielded to their wishes and crowned Santanu as

his successor. The youngest brother Balhlka went and

stayed in his mother's house. Devapi who was disappoint
ed that he was denied the crown, left for the forest

and spent the rest of his life in penance. (Udyoga Parva,
Chapter 149).
His end. Devapi did tapas at the Prthudaka tirtha in

the interior of Kuruksetra and ultimately attained
salvation. (Salya Parva, Chapter 39, Verse 37) .

DEVAPI II. A warrior who fought on the Pandava side

in the great war. He hailed from Cedi. Kama killed

him. (Karna Parva, Chapter 56, Verse 48).
DEVAPRASTHAM. A

city
in the northern borders of

ancient India. King Senabindu had his capital there.

(Sabha Parva, Chapter 27, Verse 13)
DEVAPRATHA. A king of the Yayati dynasty. (Bhagavata,
Navama Skandha).

DEVAPRATISTHA. The sacred rite of installation of
Devas (idols) in temples for which definite rules have
been laid down by great acaryas. According to the

rules Vasudevamurti is to be installed in the centre of
the pancayatanas, (the Sri kovil the sanctum sancto-
rium and the four paths used for the procession of the

deity, around it) . The murtis Vamana, Narasirhha,

Hayagriva and Varaha are to be installed in the zones

I. Svapnamantra:
Om namah sakalalokaya Visiiave prabhavisnave/
Visvaya visvarupaya svaprndhipataye namah //

Acaksva devadevesa prasuptosmi tavantikam/
Svapne sarvani karyani hrdistani tuyanime"Om Om hum pha{ vi?nave svaha.

(corners) dominated by Agni, Nirrti, Vayu and Isana

respectively. Narayanamurti should be installed at the

centre of the prasada. Ambika should be installed in

Agni's corner, Aditya in Nirrti 's corner,Brahma in Vayu's
corner and Sivaliiiga in the Is ana corner. Liriga in the

form of Rudra should also be installed in the Igana

corner; or it may be installed in all the nine corners or

zones. In that case Vasudevamurti should be installed at

the centre. All the Devas bearing the name Rama
must be installed to the east of the Prasada. Lokapala-
kas like Indra should be installed at the eight places

starting with the east. In Pancayatana pratistha Puru-
sottama should be installed at the centre. Mahalaksmi
and Vaisravana are to be installed to the east of the

Prasada, and the Matrs in the south. Subrahmanya,
Ganapati, Isana and the planets (grahas) like Sun
should be installed in the west. Dasavataramurtis (ten
incarnations of Visnu) should be installed in the North.
Candika should be installed in Agni's zone, SarasvatI

in Vayu's zone, Ambika in Nirrti's zone and Sri Bhaga-
vati in liana zone. In temples with thirteen Alayas
Visnu should be installed at the centre. Murtis like

Kesava should be in the east.

Devapratimas (idols) are of seven varieties like those

made of earth, of wood, of metals, of gems, of sandal

wood, of stone and of flowers. Of the above, idols made
of earth, sandalwood and of flowers are meant only for

temporary use, but they also grant all the desires of the

devotees.

Stone for idols should be got from mountains. Pandura

(white), Aruna( red) ,
Pita (yellow) and Krsna ( black)

-

rocks having any one of these four colours may be
selected. If no such stone is available any other stone

may be used, but by doing homa and reciting Narasirhha
mantra the attributes of any of the specified varnas
should be transferred to it. It is best to have white

markings on the stone selected for the idol. There are
the three genders, masculine, feminine and neuter with
reference to stones. Stone which produces the sound of
bell metal on being hit and gives out sparks of fire on

being cut is of the masculine gender. Stone which

possesses these attributes to a lesser degree is of the

feminine gender. Stone with no shape is of neuter gen-
der. Beside these three varieties there are the sagarbha
(pregnant) stones also, viz. stones with round markings
on them, and they should not be used for making idols.

Once it is decided to make an idol, Vanayajna should
be performed first. To worship the forest from which
the stone for the idol was to be obtained is vanayajna.
A specified place in the forest should be dug up, the

pit treated with cow-dung and a small platform raised

and Visnu worshipped thereon. After sacrificial offerings
etc. instruments for the c instruction of the idol like

taiika (chisel) should be worshipped. To sprinkle on
the stone Salitoya (water in which paddy grains are

put) purified with the chanting of astramantra is the
next step. After that bhutabali (offerings to the spirits
of the stone) should be performed upon which the

bhutas residing inside the stone will quit. Then the

acarya should go to sleep repeating the svapna mantra. 1


