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and imparted it to many other disciples of his including
the Kauravas and Pandavas. (Chapter 129, Adi Parva,

M.B.).
(3) Agniveia, a sage, learnt Dhanurveda from sage

Agastya. (Sloka 9, Chapter 133, Adi Parva, M.B.) .

(4) Dhanurveda has got ten angas and four caranas.

(Chapters 6 and 41, Salya Parva, M.B.) .

(5) Four-footed Dhanurveda worshipped Subrahmanya.
(Sloka 22, Chapter 44, Salya Parva, M.B.).

DHANUSA. An ancient sage. He was a priest in the yaga
of Uparicaravasu. (Sloka 7, Chapter 336, Santi Parva) .

DHANUSAKSA. An ancient sage. He killed Medhavi,
son of the sage Baladhi, accusing Medhavi of having
mocked other sages (Sloka 50, Chapter 135, Vana Parva,

M.B.) .

DHANVA. One of the Kings of Kasi. Dhanvantari was
born as his son. (For details see under Dhanvantari).

DHANVANTARI I. A deva who was a preceptor in

Ayurveda.
1) Origin. The devas and asuras together churned the

milky ocean, Kslrabdhi, to salvage Amrta (Nectar) from

it. After thousand years there arose from the ocean a

deva with a Kamandalu (water-pot of ascetics) in one

hand and a danda in the other. That deva was Dhan-

vantari, (Sloka 31, Sarga 45, Bala Kanda, Valmlki

Ramayana).
The birth of Dhanvantari from the ocean of Milk is

described in Chapter 29 of Harivamsa thus :

Prosperous-looking Dhanvantari rising above the water-

level of Kslrabdhi stood worshipping Mahavisnu. Visnu

gave him the name of Abja. Dhanvantari is thus known

by the name of Abja also. Dhanvantari bowing to

Visnu said "Prabho, I am your son. Allot to me
yajnabhaga".
Vtsnu replied thus : "Portions of yajna have already
been allotted. Because you were born after the devas

you cannot be considered as one among them. You will

be born again in the world for a second time and then you
will be a celebrity. In your second life even from while

in the womb you will have knowledge of Anima and

Garima. Therefore you will be born as a deva incar-

nate. You will write in eight divisions a book on

Ayurveda ; your second life will be in Dvapara yuga."
After having said so much Visnu disappeared.

2) Rebirth of Dhanvantari. Suhotra, King of Kasi, in

the second Dvapara yuga had two sons, Sala and Grtsa-

mada. Sunaka was the son of Grtsamada. Sala got a son,

Arstisena. Kasa was born to Arstisena. To Kasa was

born Dlrghatapas (Dhanva). For a long time Dhanva
did not have any children and so he went and did

penance to propitiate Abjadeva. Abjadeva (Dhanvan-

tari) was pleased and was born as a son to Dhanva.
Dhanva named the boy as Dhanvantari and the latter

taught his disciples Ayurveda, by parts, eight in num-
ber. From Dhanvantari in order were born Ketuman
Bhlmaratha Divodasa. (Chapter 29, Harivam>'a) .

3) Dhanvantari and Pariksit. There is a story in the

puranas that when Taksaka went and bit Pariksit to

kill him, a Visahari (one who cures those infected with

snake venom) rushed to save the king but was bribed

and sent back by Taksaka. There are indications in

the Puranas to show that the Visahari under reference

was Dhanvantari though it is stated that Kagyapa was

the person involved. (See under Taksaka) .

4) Dhanvantari and Manasddevi. In the Krsnajanma

Khanda of Brahmavaivarta Purana there is a story

connecting Dhanvantari with Manasadevi, a serpent-

goddess.
Once Dhanvantari with his disciples was going to Kailasa.

On the way Taksaka made a venom-spitting hiss. At
once one of the disciples of Dhanvantari boldly went
and plucked the diamond on the head of Taksaka and
threw it to the ground. Hearing this Vasuki, King of

serpents, sent to Dhanvantari thousands of serpents
under the leadership of Drona, Pundarika and Dhanan-

jaya. The poisonous breath of all these serpents joined

together made the disciples of Dhanvantari swoon.

Immediately Dhanvantari by a medicine made from

vanaspati made all his disciples recover and then sent

all the serpents to a swoon. When Vasuki heard this

he sent the serpent-maid, ManasadevI, a disciple of

Siva, to face Dhanvantari. Manasadevi and Gadura
were both disciples of Siva. But Dhanvantari was a

follower of Gadura. Manasadevi made all the disciples
of Dhanvantari swoon but the latter because of his great

proficiency is Visavidya soon brought back his disciples
to normal. When Manasadevi found that it was impos-
sible to defeat Dhanvantari or his disciples by using

poison ManasadevI took the trisula given to her by Siva

and aimed it at Dhanvantari. Seeing this Siva and
Brahma appeared before them and pacifying them sent

them all their way.
DHANVANTARI II. (Amrtacarya) . An eminent medi-

cal scientist born in the ambastha caste. There is no
reference anywhere in the Puranas regarding any
relationship between the two Dhanvantaris. There is

the following story about Amrtacarya in Ambasthacara-
candrika.

Once Galava Maharsi went to the forest to collect

darbha and firewood. He walked for long and felt

thirsty and hungry. Then he saw a girl coming that

way with water and Galava quenched his thirst taking
water from her. Pleased with her the Maharsi blessed

her saying "May you get a good son." The girl replied
that she was still unmarried. Galava then made a figure
of a male with darbha and told her to get a child from
that figure. She was a Vaisya girl named Virabhadra
and she got a beautiful child of that darbha male.

Because the boy was born to a Vaisya of a brahmin
male he belonged to the Ambastha caste. The boy was
named Amrtacarya.

DHANYAMALA. The foster-mother of Atikaya. (See

Atikaya).
DHARA. Wife of a Vasu named Drona (see under

Nandagopa).
DHARA I. He is the first Vasu born to Dharmaofhis

wife Dhumra. (Sloka 19, Chapter 66, Adi Parva).
DHARA II. A king who was a friend of Yudhis{hira.

(Sloka 39, Chapter 158, Drona Parva, M.B.).
DHARA. A holy place. If one bathes in this holy

place (Bath) his sorrows will be at an end. (M.B.
Vana Parva, Chapter 84, Stanza 25).

DHARAIVA. One of the eight means ofRajayoga (One
of the ways of union with the supreme Spirit). Yama,
Niyama, Asana, Pranayama, Pratyahara, Dharana,
Dhyana and Samadhi are the eight means (See under

Rajayoga).
DHARAIVA I. A king born in the family of Candra-

vatsa. (M.B. Udyoga Parva, Chapter 7, Stanza 16).

DHARANA II. A naga (serpent) of the family of


