
DHARAYA (M) 224 DHARMA

Kagyapa. (M.B. Udyoga Parva, Chapter 103, Stanza

16).

DHARAIST

A(M). A measure. In ancient times a dharana
was made up of ten palas. (Manusmrti) .

DHARAPALA. A king of ancient times. He ruled over
a country named Vidisa. There is a holy place where
the rivers Vetasi and VetravatI meet. Dharapala cons-

tructed a temple at the confluence. There is a story also

for his doing so.

Once a Siva-parsada brought to Siva a woman at a time
when Parvatl was away from the place. Siva and the

woman were enjoying each other when Parvatl came
to the place. Getting angry she cursed the Parsada and
made him into a fox. The fox came to the place where
the rivers Vetasi and Vetravat! meet and did penance
there and attained Moksa. Dharapala saw the divine

plane coming down to take the Parsada away and he,

therefore, constructed a temple at the place where the

plane landed. He then arranged scholars well versed
in Vcdas and gastras to read Padma Purana there. He
himself read Padma Purana and attained moksa.

(Chapter 29, Padma Purana)'.

DHARESVARI. A goddess living in the tirtha (holy

bath) ofJambunada. This goddess is another form of
Parvatl. (Devi Bhagavata, Skanrlha 8).

DHARIiyl. A daughter born to the Manes (Pitrs) crea-

ted by Brahma, by their wife Svadha. Dharini had an
elder sister named Mena. Both were expounders of the

Vedas and of good qualities. (Visuu Purana, Ariv'a 1,

Chapter 10).
DHARMA. A deva who is the abode of all luxuries in

life.

1
)
Birth. This deva broke the right nipple ofBrahma and

came out in the form of a human being. Three sons
were born to him: ama, Kama and Harsa. Kama
married Rati, Sama, Prapti and Harsa, Nanda. 1

2) Marriage and family life. The Bhagavata states that
Dharma married the thirteen daughters of Daksapraja-
pati named Sraddha, Maitrl, Daya, Santi, Pusti, Tustf,

Kriya, Unnati, Buddhi, Medha, Titiksa, Hrl and Murti.
Besides them he married ten other girls named Bhanu,
Lamba, Kukubh, Jami, Vigva, Sadhya, Marutvati,
Vasu, Muhurta and Sankalpa and also a woman named
Sunrta. According to Mahabharata Dharma married
the following daughters of Daksa : Kirti, Laksml, Dhrti,
Medha, Pusti, Sraddha, Kriya, Buddhi and Lajja.
From each of his wives there originated a family. The
son born to each is given below Sraddha Subha;
Maitrl Prasada; Daya Abhaya; Santi-Sukha; Tusji
Moda; Unnati Darpa; Buddhi Artha; Medha
Sukrti; Titiksa Sama; Hrl Prav'raya. Murti gave
birth to the virtuous Naranarayanas. Sunrta became the
mother of the devas, Satyavrata and Satyasena.
Satyasena became famous by slaying many cruel and
evil-natured Yaksas, demons and spirits. Lamba gave
birth to Rsabha and Vidyotana. Rsabha got a son,
Indrasena. Vidyotana became the father of stanayitnu.
Kukubh delivered Sankata and Sankafa became the
father of Kikata and Durgadeva. Jami got a son Svarga
and of him was born Nandl. Visva gave birth to Vi<va-

i. Sthanam tu daksinath bhitva Brahmano naravigrahah /

Nihsrto bhagavan dharmah sarvalokasukhavahah //

Trayastasyavarah putrah sarvabhfitamanoharah /

Samal.i Kamasca Harsasra trjasa lokadharinah //

(M.B. Adi r.irva

devas and Sadhya to Sadhyas. These Sadhyas are different
from those born ofBrahma. Sadhyas became the father of
Arthasiddhi. Marutvati gave birth to Marutvat and
Jayanta. Vasu gave birth to eight sons and they were
known as Asfavasus. Drona, the first of the Astavasus,
married Abhimati. Abhimati is known as Dhara also.

It was Drona and Dhara who were born as Nandagopa
and Yasoda later. Prana, second of the Astavasus,
married Urjasvati, daughter of Priyavrata. (Navama
Skandha, Bhagavata) .

3) Prominent sons. Four sons of Dharma, Hari, Krsna,
Nara and Nariiyana became prominent. Hari and
Krsna were great yogis while Nara and Narayana were

great ascetics. (See under Naraniirayana).
4

)
The daughter named Dharmavratd. Dharmadcva got a

daughter named Dharmavrata of his wife Dharmavatl.
Dharmavrata was an ascetic and she was married to

Marlci, son of Brahma. One day Marici came back
from the forest after getting darbha and flowers extre-

mely tired and so after food lay down to rest. His wife

sitting by his side massaged his legs. The sage fell as-

leep. Then Brahma came there and Dharmavrata
attended on him and worshipped him. Marici, when he
woke up, finding Dharmavrata attending on another
man cursed her and made her into stone. Dharmavrata
pleaded not guilty and standing inside a fire-pit did pen-
ance for ten thousand years. Brahma and other devas

appeared before her and consoled her by assuring that

though she would be a stone devas would take their

abode in it and that she would be worshipped by all.

From that day onwards that stone was known as Devas ila

and even now it is believed that Brahma and other
devas live therein. (Chapter 114, Agni Purana).
5

)
Dharma was cursed and made Vidura by Animandavya. (See

Animandavya) .

Other details.
(

1
)
A portion of Dharma took life as Yudhi-

sthira in Kunti. (See Dharmaputra).
(2) Dharma did penance in Dharmatlrtha for a very
long time, (fsloka 1, Chapter 84, Vana Parva).
(3) The abode ofDharma was Dharmaprastha. (Sloka 1,

Chapter 84, Vana Parva) .

(4) Dharma did penance on the banks of the river

Vaitaram for a long time. (Sloka 4, Chapter 1 14, Vana
Parva) .

(5) While the Pandavas were in exile in the forest

Dharma in the form of a deer came to the hut of a
Brahmin and carried away by its horns the Araiii stick

which the Brahmin owned for making fire by attrition.

(Chapter 311, Vana Parva) .

(6) Dharma appeared in the form of a Yaksa and made
all the Pandavas swoon except Yudhisthira, on the

shores of a pond in the forest and later got them back
to normal. (See under Dharmaputra).
(7) Dharmadeva went to ViSvamitra in the guise of

Vasis{ha to test him. (See para 3 of Galava).
(8) Following a directive from Brahma, Dharmadcva
once brought before Varunaall the daityadanavas bound

by ropes. (Chapter 128, Udyoga Parva).
(9) Mahavisnu was born as a son of Dharmadeva. (See
under Naranariiyana) .

Chapter 65) .


