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(5) Divodasa once plundered the accessories of his

enemies. Agnihotra vanished after it. (M.B. Santi

Parva, Chapter 96, Verse 21) .

(6) It was at the behest of Indra that Divodasa built

the city of VaranasI (M.B. Anusasana Parva, Chapter
30, Verse 16).

(7) Once Divodasa fought with the King of Hehaya
for one thousand days. After having lost his army he went
to the sage Bharadvaja and performed Putrakamesti
sacrifice. As a result of it a son Pratardana was born
to him. (M.B. Anusasana Parva, Chapter 30).

(8) Other names for Divodasa used in the Mahabha-
rata are Bhaimaseni, Kasisa, Saudeva, Sudevatanaya
etc.

DIVYADEVl. Daughter of Divodasa, King of Plaksa-

dvlpa. There is a story about this princess in Padma
Purana, Bhumikhanda, Chapters 85, 88.

Divodasa decided to give his daughter Divya in

marriage to Citrasena, King of Rupadesa. But just
before the day fixed for the marriage Citrasena died

prematurely. So, as advised by the Brahmanas who had
come there she was married to Rupasena. He also died
soon after. She was subsequently married to 21 persons
in turn, and all of them died one by one.

Everyone took pity on her for her ill-fate. At last, at the

suggestion of the ministers, preparations were made for

her svayariivara. Here also ill-luck pursued her. All
the princes who arrived to take part in the svayarhvara
killed each other in mutual fight. Depressed and embit-
tered by all this, Divya decided torenounce all worldly
pleasures and proceeded to the forest.

Once S~uka named Ujjvala came to Plaksadvlpa.
Moved to pity at the grief-stricken Divya he taught her

"Asunyasayana" vrata. When she practised this vrata
with devotion for about four years, Mahavisnu appeared
before her and took her with him to Vi&nuloka.

DIVYAKATAM. A city situated in Western India in
ancient times. According to Mahabharata this city was
conquered by Nakula. Sabha Parva, Chapter 32.

DIVYAKARMAKRT. A Visvadeva.
( M.B. AnuSasana

Parva, Chapter 91, Verse 35) .

DIVYASANU. A Visvadeva. (M.B. Anuiasana Parva
Chapter 91, Verse 30).

DIVYAVARSA(M). 365 days make one year for hu-
man beings. One year for human beings is one day for
the gods. 365 such days of the gods make one year for
the gods. This means that 365 years for human beings
are equal to one year for the gods. The year for the

gods is known as "Divyavarsa" or "Divyavatsara".
Krtayuga is made up of 4,800 Divyavatsaras. Tretayu-
uga has 3,600 Divyavatsaras. 2,400 Divyavatsaras make
up one Dvaparayuga. Kaliyuga has 1 ,200 Divyavatsaras.
12,000 Divyavarsas of this kind make up one "catur-

yuga". 71 Caturyugas are the period of one Manu.
After the end of the period of one Manu, the gods
complete their term of existence. The total period of
14 Manus is called a Kalpa. At the end of every
Kalpa there is a deluge. One Kalpa is one day time
for Brahma. After the deluge, until the time of one
Kalpa, is Brahma's night. There is no universe at that
time. At the end of that Kalpa, the next Kalpa
begins and Brahma starts his work of creation.
In this way when 360 days and nights of Brahma
are completed, it is one Brahma Varsa. One Brahma
life-span is 120 such years. After that there is nothing

for a Brahma's life-span. Then Brahma is re-born and
resumes creation. (Bhagavata, Dasama Skandha).

DRAUPADI. Pancali, the wife of the Pandavas. (See
under Pancali) .

DRAUPADlHARAIVA PARVA. A sub section of Vana
Parva in the Mahabharata. This covers Chapters 262
to 271 of Vana Parva.

DRAUPADlSATYABHAMASAMVADA PARVA. A
sub section of Vana Parva, in the Mahabharata. This

comprises Chapters 233 to 235 of Vana Parva.

DRAVIDA I. A King of the family of Priyavrata who
was the son of Manu. (Bhagavata, Skandha 5) .

DRAVIDA II. A gandharva who was the father of
Karhsa. (See under Karhsa) Aiiisumatl was the daugh-
ter of this gandharva. (See under Amsumati).

DRAVIDA(M). (DRAVIDA). In ancient days the
whole of South India was known by the name Tami-
laka, as Tamil was the language used throughout South
India. Strictly speaking, all the languages used in

South India were given the name Tamil. The word
'Tamil' underwent changes in the language of North
India and took the form 'Dravida'. Etymologists are
of opinion that the changes that took place in the word
Tamil were are follows :- Tamil Damil Damid-

Dramid Dravid Dravid. Reference to the
Dravida country occurs in most of the Puranas.
Mahabharata states that Sahadeva, one of the Panda-
vas, sent a note for collecting taxes from the people of
Dravida. Sabha Parva, Chapter 31, Stanza 71.

"There are other countries also in the southern Bharata
such as Dravida, Kerala, Pracya, Muslka, Vanavasika
Karnataka, Mahisaka, Vikalpa and Musaka." This
statement (M.B. Bhisma Parva, Chapter 9) throws

light on the various countries which existed in South
India at the time of Mahabharata. In Bhagavata',
Skandha 10, it is mentioned that Kamsa, the uncle of
Sri Krsna, was the son of Dramila, a gandharva. (See
under Kariisa) .

DRAVIDAS. It is stated in Mahabharata (Anusasana
Parva, Chapter 33, Stanza 22) that the dravidas were

originally Ksatriyas and that they became Sudras by
the curse of Brahmanas.

DRAVIDABHASA. (Dravidian Language). Linguists
have classified the languages of the world under certain

groups. Important among them are the Indo-European
group, the Semitic group, the Hamitic group, the Ural
Altaic group, the South East Asiatic group, the Dravi-
dian group, Austric group, the Bantu group and the
Chinese group.
Almost all the languages in South India belong to the
Dravidian group. The languages of this group are

Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Tulu, Kutaku,
Tola, Kota, Badaka, Kuruk and Brahui. Of these
Brahui alone is used in the mountain regions of Balu-
cisthan. Linguists like Smlmud and others have stated
that there is a close relation between the Australian and
Dravidian languages. The Aryan language has influence-
ed the Dravidian languages to a great extent. But Tamil
has not been so much influenced as Telugu, Kannada
and Malayalam. It is because Tamil had a great wealth
of literature of its own from ancient times.

The Dravidian group is again divided into four sections:

Eastern, Western, Northern and Southern. Brahui
is the only language in the Northern section. Its Ety-


