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of the cat did stir out only during night time and the
cat moved about day and night afraid of none wishing
to catch hold of the rat and eat it. Their common place
of activity was a rice-field nearby.
Once a forester laid a net to catch the cat and the cat
fell into the trap and lay there hanging inside the net.

The rat coming that way saw the plight of the cat and

jumped with joy. But soon the owl and the mongoose
came to the spot and seeing their enemy, the cat, impri-
soned rushed to catch hold of the rat. The rat then did
a very clever thing. It went and tore open the net

imprisoning the cat and when the cat jumped out of the

net the owl and the mongoose ran away and disappear-
ed. The rat went to its hole. This is a story to

demonstrate the fact that with a change in the situation

an enemy may turn out to be a friend. (Taranga 7,

Madanamaiicukalarhbaka, Kathasaritsagara) .

ELLU. An oil seed. (Sesame) . Ellu originated from
the body of Kasyapa. Because Ellu is born of the body
of KaSyapa, King of Rsis, it is considered as divine to

offer Ellu to anybody. '(Sloka 10, Chapter 66, Anusa-
sana Parva) .

ELU. This word in Malayalam means 'Seven'.
'

( 1) The seven qualities which would enhance prosperity
are the following: Dhairya (courage) ,

Sama (forbea-
rance) , Dama (control of the sense) ,

Sucitva (cleanli-

ness) , Daya (compassion) , Mrduvak (geniality of

speech) and Ahimsa (not giving injury to your friends).

(2) The seven divisions of Kerala are Venaf, Pulinat,
Karkanaf, Citana{, Kuttanat, Kutanaf and Malaya-
manaf.

(3) The seven Cittasalyas are Daylight Candra, Woman
past the prime of life, a pond without lotuses, a lovely
person without learning, a lord greedy of wealth, a
virtuous but poor man and a cruel royal attendant.

(4) Seven Karmas : Bravery, skill, courage, resource-

fulness, non-withdrawal from war, magnanimity and

commanding power.
(5) Seven solemnities : Mammodisa, Muron, Kurbana,
Kumbasara, Vivaha, Pa{tatva and Tailabhiseka of the
sick.

(6) Seven Ciranjivis (People who never die) : As vat-

thama, Bali, Vyasa, Hanuman, Vibhlsana, Krpa and
Paras urama.

(7) Jivavasthas : Ajnana, Avarana, Viksepa, Paroksa-

jnana, Aparoksajnana, Anarthanivrtti and Ananda-
prapti.

(8) Seven islands : Jambudvlpa, Plaksadvipa, Puskara-

dvipa, Krauncadvipa, Sakadvlpa, Salmaladvipa, and
Kusadvipa.
(9) Seven Dhatus : Rasa, Rakta, Mariisa, Medas,
Asthi, Majja and Sukla.

(10) Seven rivers : Ganga, Yamuna, Godavari, Saras-

vati, Narmada, Sindhu and Kaveri.

(11) Seven Nadls : Ida, Pingala, Susumna, Musa;
Alambusa, Asthijihva, Gandhari.

(12) Seven wives of Vasudeva: Devaki, Srutadeva,
Yasoda, Srutisrava, Srideva, Upadeva and Surupa.
(13) Seven mountains : Himavan, Nisadha, Vindhya,
Malyavan, Pariyatra, Gandhamadana and Hemakuta.
(14) Seven Patalas : Atala, Vitala, Sutala, Nitala, Tala-

tala, Rasatala, and Mahiitala.

(15) Seven holy places : Ayodhya, Mathura, Maya,
Kas'I, Kanci, Avanti and Dvaravati.

(16) Seven Maruts : Avaha, Samvaha, Pravaha, Ud-
vaha, Vivaha, Parivaha and Paravaha.

(17) Seven Vargas : King, Minister, Country, fort,

treasury, army and strength of friends and relatives.

(18) Seven colours : White, black, red, green, yellow,
blue and violet.

(19) Seven forests : Kamyaka, Aditi, Vyasa, Phalki,

Surya, Madhu and Slta.

(20) Seven dosas (defects) : Laziness, arrogance, igno-
rance, prolligacy, Hauteur, pride and selfishness.

(21) Seven vices : Hunting, dice, womanising, drinking

squandering, harshness of speech and cruelty.

(22; Seven seas : Lavana, Iksu, Sura, Sarpis, Dadhi,
Ksira and Suddhodaka.

(23) Seven notes : Sadja, Rsabha, Gandhara, Madh-
yama, Pancama, Dhaivata and Nisada.

ERAKA. A serpent born in the family of the Kauravas.
This serpent was burnt to death at the Sarpasatra of

Janamejaya . (Sloka 16, Chapter 57, Adi Parva).
ETA&A. A sage who is greatly extolled in the Rgveda.
The son of King Svasa fought with this sage and it was
Indra who saved Etasa then. (Sukta 62, Anuvaka 11,
Mandala 1, Rgveda.).

ETASA. One of the horses of the Sun. (Sukta 122,
Anuvaka 18, Mandala 1, Rgveda).

F
There are no words beginning with F. The letter corres-

ponding to F in Indian languages is Ph (<jj) . So all

words beginning with this sound come under the

letter P.

G
G (jj) The letter G means both Gandharva and Vinayaka

(Agni Purana, Chapter 348) .

GABHASTIMAN. An island. Once the valiant Sahasra-
bahu conquered and subjugated it. (M. B. Sabha
Parva, Chapter 38) .

GADA. A weapon. An asura called Gada was born to

Kasyapaprajapati by his wife Did. Visnu killed Gada,
and Visvakarman made a weapon with his bone. Since
the weapon was made from Gada's bone it came to be
known as Gada. (Agni Purana, Chapter 114).

GADA I. A brother (Yadava) of Balabhadrarama.
1

)
General. Vasudeva had, besides Devaki, seven wives

called Rohim, Bhadra, Malini, Madira, Ila, Rocana
and Pauravl, and out of the seven Rohim had six sons

called Balabhadrarama, Gada, Sarana, Durdama,
Vikala and Krta. (Bhagavata, Navama Skandha).
2) Other details.

(1 )
Gada was present at the svayamvara of Draupadl.

(Adi Parva, Chapter 185, Verse 32).

(2) On the marriage of Arjuna with Subhadra,
it was Gada who brought the dowry of Subhadra from
Dvaraka to Indraprastha. (Adi Parva, Chapter 220,
Verse 32) .

(3) When Sri Krsna came to Dvaraka Gada received
him with embraces. ( M. B. Sabha Pai fa., Chapter 2,

Verse 35) .

(4) Gada also was present on the occasion when the

Pandavas first stepped into the beautiful palace built

for them by Maya at Indraprastha. (M. B. Sabha
Parva, Chapter 4, Verse 39).

(5) Along with the other Yadavas Gada too was

present at the rajasuya yajna of Yudhisthira. (M. B.
Sabha Parva, Cnapter 34, Verse 16) .


