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turn cursed that SarasvatI be born as a river on earth.

SarasvatI did not take the curse lying down, but cursed

that Gariga also be born as a river on earth and take

upon herself the sins of the whole world. When all the

three wives of Visnu got themselves thus into trouble

he told them as follows : "Everything has happened as

it should have happened. Laksmi may go to the earth

and be born in the home of Dharmadhvaja and grow
up as his daughter, but not from the womb of his

women. There you will purify the three worlds after

which you will be born as the plant called tulasi, and
be married by an asura called Sarikhacuda, who will be

born as a part of me. And, after that you will be turned

into a sacred river called Padmavatl, and leaving the

river on earth your divine form will return to Vaikun-

tha." And, to Gariga Visnu said as follows : "You will

go to earth as a holy river to wash off the sins of people
there. A king called Bhagiratha will be leading you to

earth, and you will, therefore, be known as Bhaglrathl
also. And, you remain there on earth as the wife of the

ocean of King Santanu. Your divine form will return

to mount Kailasa as the consort of Siva." As for Sara-

svatI, Visnu asked her to be born as a river on earth,

her divine form ultimately returning to Satyaloka and
then becoming the consort of Brahma.

And, thus it was that Laksmi became the consort of

Mahavisnu, Gariga of Siva and SarasvatI of Brahma.

(Devi Bhagavata, Navama Skandha) .

3) Ganga bom on earth due to the curse of Brahma. Maha-

bhisak, an emperor of the Iksvaku dynasty, went

to Satyaloka after he had attained heaven, to worship
Brahma. Ganga too happened to be there. In the

devotional atmosphere at Satyaloka a casual breeze

removed Gariga's clothes slightly from position, and

Mahabhisak then cast a lustful glance at her which she

also returned. Brahma, who was observing this exchange
of love got angry and cursed that Mahabhisak be born

as a King on earth and Ganga as his wife. Ganga
prayed for redemption from the curse, and Brahma
told her that she would regain her old status after she

had delivered the Astavasus. As the consequence of

Brahma's cure Mahabhisak was born as King Santanu
in the solar dynasty on earth and he married Ganga.
(Adi Parva, Chapters 96 and 97).

4) Bhagiratha brought down Ganga on earth. King Sagara
of the solar dynasty had two wives called Sumati (Vai-
darbhi

)
and Kes inl (Saibya) . A son called Asamanjasa

was born to KeS inl, and 60,000 princes were born to

Sumati. Sagara drove out of the country Asamajfiasaa,
who turned out to be an enemy of the people. The

60,000 sons of Sagara also proved to be a menace to the

world, and the Devas approached Brahma for protection
from the menace. He assured the Devas that a sage
called Kapila will destroy the 60,000 evil fellows.

During the above period of time Sagara performed an

Asvamedha Yajfia, and his sons went round the earth

with the sacrificial horse. But, when they reached the

sea-shore the horse disappeared. When the sons comp-
lained about it to their father, Sagara, he asked them

to look out for the horse in every part of the world and

bring it back. Not finding it anywhere on earth they

dug a hole and entered Patala, where they saw Sage

Kapila absorbed in meditation and the missing horse

tied to a pole near the sage. (It was Indra who had

carried away the horse and tied it there) . The sons of

Sagara, believing that it was Kapila who had stolen

the horse were about to attack the sage when he opened
his eyes, and they were reduced to ashes in the fire of

Kapila's eyes.

His sons having not returned even after a long time

Sagara asked his grandson Amsurnan to seek them out,

and after an extensive search he saw Kapila at Patala.

Am-'uman pleased Kapila with laudatory phrases and
the latter returned to him the sacrificial horse. Kapila
also pronounced the blessing that the grandson of Arii-

suman would perform the purificatoiy rites of Sagara's
sons by bringing down Ganga to earth from heaven.

Aiiis uman returned to the palace with the horse and
the asvamedha was duly concluded.

From Amsuman was born Dillpa and from him Bhagi-
ratha. On becoming King, Bhagiratha handed over the

reins of government to his ministers and began efforts

to bring down Gariga to earth. He did tapas for thou-

sand years on the slopes of the Himalayas when Gariga
asked him to please Siva first as he alone could face her

(Gariga) fall on the earth. Accordingly he pleased Siva

by his penance and Siva agreed to receive Gariga on
his head. With a terrific noise Gariga came down on
Siva's head. The haughty Gariga wanted to carry down
Siva also to Patala. Realising this ambition of her
Siva blocked her passage with the result that she wan-
dered about in Siva's matted hair for many years
without finding an outlet. Bhagiratha again did tapas
and pleased Siva who shook his matted head and made
fall some water therefrom on earth. The water fell into

Bindusaras, and flowed in seven tributaries, the first

three, Hladini, Pavanl and NalinI towards the east, the

next three, Sucaksus, Sita and Sindhu towards the west

and the seventh tributary followed Bhagiratha. In this

manner they progressed a great distance till they reach-

ed the agrama of the sage Jahnu, and the haughty
Ganga flooded the asrama. The sage got enraged at

this and drank up Gariga. But Bhagiratha pleased the

sage who then let out Ganga through his ears. Thence-
forth Gariga came to be called Jahnavl also. Gariga

again followed Bhagiratha to Patala and made the sons

of Sagara attain salvation by purifying them with her

waters. (Valmlki Ramayana, Bala Kanda, Cantos 43

and 44
;
Brahmanda Purana, Chapter 97

;
Devi Purana,

Dvitiya Skandha
;
Drona Parva, Chapter 60

; Anusasana

Parva, Chapter 4 and Vana Parva, Chapter 109) .

5) Ganga flowed into the sea. After the purificatory rites

of the sons of Sagara were over, Bhagiratha conducted

Gariga to the sea and with its waters the sea became
full. (Vana Parva, Chapter 109, Verses 18-21).

6) Ganga set on the thighs of Pratipa. Gariga once fell

in love with Pratipa, father of Santanu, and set on his

right thigh when he (Pratipa) was doing penance on
the banks of the Gariga for a son. Pratipa did not agree
to Gariga's proposal that he should marry her and told

her thus: "the right thigh is for the children and

daughters-in-law to sit on and the left thigh for the

wife; therefore, you be my son's wife."

Then Pratipa called his son Santanu and told him :

"Sometime back a divine woman came to me and I

promised to wed her to you. Therefore, if any divine

woman approaches you for a son you must accept her,

and whatever she may do you must not object to

that...". Not long after this Pratipa crowned Santanu


