
GARDABHI 280 GARHASTYA

system and lukla are the contributions of the atman.

(Agni Parana, Chapter 369) .

GARDABHI. A son of VisVamitra who was a brahma-
vadi. (Chapter 4, Anusasana Parva, M.B.) .

GARGA.
1) Genealogy. Descended from Visnu thus; Brahma-

Atri-Gandra-Budha-Pururavas-Ayus-Nahusa-Puru-Jana-
mejaya-Pracinvan-PravIra-Namasyu-Vltabhaya -Sundu-
Bahuvidha -Sarhyati -Rahovadi - Raudrasva -Matinara-
Santurodha -Dusyanta -Bharata-Suhotra -Suhota -Gala-

Garda-Suketu-Brhatksatra-Garga.

2) Birth. Brhaspati once approached, on the crest of

a wave of lust, Mamata, his brother's wife who was

pregnant then. The child from the mother's womb said

'no' to the move. But, Brhaspati cursed the child and
had his own way with Mamata. Thus two children

developed in her womb. Just after delivering the child-

ren the mother went away leaving the child by Brhas-

pati behind. The Devas took charge of the forsaken

child and named him Bharadvaja. Ultimately they
handed over the child (Bharadvaja) to king Bharata,
the famous son of Dusyanta. Children had already been
born to Bharata by his three wives, but as all of them
were found to be immoral the mothers themselves killed

them. It was at such a juncture that Bharata got Bha-

radvaja as adopted son. (Bharadvaja is known by
another name also, Vitatha) . From Vitatha was born

Manyu, from Manyu Brhatksetra from Brhatksetra

Jaya and from Jaya Garga. The famous Rantideva
was the grandson of Nara, (the brother ofGarga) and
son of Sarhkrti. A son called Sani was born to Garga
after which he took to Sannyasa. (Bhagavata, Dasama
Skandha, Chapters 20 and 21).

3) Tddavaguru. In course of time Garga became precep-
tor of the Yadavas. Sri Krsna and Balabhadrarama who
had returned to Mathura from Ambadi were sent to

sage Sandipani in obedience to the advice of Garga.
(Bhagavata, Navama Skandha) .

4) Garga and Mucukunda. Garga once visited Mucukunda,
son of Ma.ndha.ta at his palace, and very much pleased
with the devoted reception accorded to him blessed

Mucukunda that one day he would see Sri Krsna in

person. It was according to this blessing that Mucu-
kunda, while asleep once in a cave had a sight ofKrsna.

(See under Mucukunda).
5) Importance of Garga. A number of reputed sage
visited Sri Rama on his return to Ayodhya from the

forest. Amongst them were present Kausika, Yavaknta,
Raibhya, Kanva and Garga with their numerous disci-

ples. (Uttara Ramayana) .

6) Garga, a scholar in astronomy. There is a place called

Gargasrota on the banks of river Sarasvati. Garga did

tapas here and discovered some principles of astronomy
such as the path of planets, stars etc. He was also the

chief astronomer in the assembly of emperor Prthu.

(Sand Parva, Chapter 59, Verse 111).
7) Other information. (1) While the great war was

raging Garga visited Kuruksetra and advised Drona to

end the war. (Drona Parva, Chapter 19) .

(2) He advised King Vis vavasu about eternity. (Sand
Parva, Chapter 318, Verse 49).

(3) He spoke about the greatness of the world (Vis -

vamahima) to Yudhisthira. (Anusasana Parva Chap-
ter 18).

GARGASROTA. See under Garga, Para 6.

GARGAYANI. See under Gurupararhpara.
GARGl. A celebrated brahmavadini born in the family

of Garga.
GARGYA I. (TRIJATA) GARGA. A famous sage.

1) Birth. He was one of the sons of Visvamitra. (Sloka

55, Chapter 4, Anusasana Parva). (For genealogy see

under Visvamitra) . He became gradually the priest of

Gudavas. He has written a famous book called Garga-
smrti. Valmlki Ramayana mentions that Gargya is

known as Trijata also.

2) How he became prosperous. Sage Gargya had many
children. It was while he was staying in the forest with

his wife and children that Sri Rama came to that forest

for Vanavasa. The news of the exile of Sri Rama spread
like wild-fire and many brahmins flocked to the place
and Sri Rama gave them immense riches. Wife of Gar-

gya heard the news only late and as soon as she heard
the same she called her husband from the fields where
he was working and taking away from him the imple-
ments sent him post-haste to the place of Sri Rama.

Trijata as soon as he came to the presence of Rama told

him the purpose of his visit. Huge herds of cows were
then grazing on the banks of the Yamuna river. Sri

Rama told Gargya to take a stump and throw it with

all his strength. He did so and Sri Rama gave him all

the cows grazing up to the place where the stump fell.

It was a big lot and Gargya became prosperous from
that day onwards. (Sarga 32, Ayodhya Kimda, Valmlki

Ramayana) .

3) Gargya's precepts on Dharma. The following are the

precepts laid down by Gargya on Dharma. (1) Be
interested always on entertaining your guests, (2) Do not

eat meat, (3) Do not give injury to cows and brahmins,

(4) Perform yajna with a pure mind and pure body.

(M.B. Anusasana Parva, Chapter 127).

4) Gargya 's place in the line ofpreceptors. Vyasa expound-
ed the Vedas to Vedamitra, Saubhari and Sakalya.

Sakalya taught what he learnt to Vatsyayana, Maud-
galya, Sali, Adisisira, Gokhali and Yatukarna. Yatu-
karua taught Nirukta to Baskala, Kraunca.Vaitala, and

Viraja. Baskala combined all the other branches to-

gether and made 'Balakhilya? akha' and taught it to

Balayini, Gargya and Samsara. The Rgvedacaryas
are those from Vyasa to Sarhsara. (Bhagavata, Dasama
Skandha).
5) Indrasabhd and Gargya. Gargya was a shining mem-
ber of the Indrasabhiii. (Sloka 18, Chapter 7, Sabha

Parva, M.B.) .

GARGYA II. See under Balaki.

GARGYA (M). A place of habitation of ancient Bha-
rata. This place was captured by Sri Krsna. (Chapter
1 1 , Drona Parva) .

GARHAPATI I. Anagni(fire). (Sloka 6, Chapter 74,
Adi Parva) .

GARHAPATI II. One of the seven fathers. The seven

fathers are: Vairajas, Agnisvattas, Giirhapatis, Soma-

pas, Eka^rngas, Caturvedas and Kalas. (Chapter 11,

Sabha Parva, M.B.) .

GARHASTYA. The Grhasthai'rama a stage in life when

you live with your family as a house-holder. The true

dharma of a householder is to live with what he gets by
doing the duty allotted to him. He should feed pilgrims
and should not appropriate to himself what belongs to


