
GOPALAKA 295 GRAHAS

GOPALAKA. A son born to Candamahasena of his wife

Angaravati. Besides Gopalaka he had another son
named Palaka. (Kathasaritsagara, Kathamukha-
lariibaka, Taranga 3) .

GOPALl. I. A nymph. Once when Arjuna went to

devaloka this celestial maiden gave a performance in

dancing in his honour.
( Chapter 43, Vana Parva) .

GOPALl II. A follower ofSkandadeva. (Sloka 4, Chap-
ter 46, Salya Parva) .

GOPARASTRA. A place of habitation in the north-east

part of ancient India. (Sloka 44, Chapter 9, Bhisma
Parva

)
.

GOPATI I. A demon. He was a co-worker of another
demon named Kalaketu. Sri Krsna killed Gopati on
the banks of the river Iravatl on the mountain Mahen-
dra. (Chapter 38, Sabha Parva).

GOPATI II. A deva gandharva. He was born to Ka-

syapa of his wife Muni. (Sloka 42, Chapter 65, Vana
Parva). This gandharva participated in the birthday
celebrations of Arjuna. (Sloka 55, Chapter 122, Adi

Parva).
GOPATI III. A son of the celebrated emperor, Sibi.

When Parasurama killed and made extinct all Ksatriya

kings it was a herd of cows that brought up this child.

(Sloka 78, Chapter 49, Santi Parva) .

GOPATI IV. A synonym of Siva used in Sloka 151,

Chapter 17 of Anusasana Parva
GOPATI V. A synonym of Visnu used in Sloka 66,

Chapter 149, of Anugasana Parva.

GOPAYANA. ThearmyofGopas. (Sloka 13, Chapter
71. Bhisma Parva).

GOPIKKURI. See under Urddhvapundra.
GOPTATARA. A place on the northern bank of the

river, Sarayu. Sri Rama with his two armies and vehi-

cles ascended to heaven from this place. (Sloka 10,

Chapter 83 Mahabharata) .

GORATHA. The palace of Magadha. This palace was
situated on a mountain near Girivraja. (Sloka 30, Chap-
ter 20, Sabha Parva) .

GOSAVA. A mahayajna. (Sloka 17, Chapter 30, Vana
Parva) .

GOSRisIGA. An important mountain of South India.

Sahadeva captured this mountain. (Sloka 5, Chapter
31, Sabha Parva) .

GOSTANI. A follower of Skandadeva. (Sloka 3, Chap-
ter 46, Salya Parva).

GOTAMA. A sage named Gotama, son of Rahugana,
is found everywhere in Rgveda. The seventyfourth
sukta in the thirteenth anuvaka of the first mandala of

Rgveda is composed by this sage. There are many other

suktas also in his name. This sage is not the Gautama,
husband of Ahalya, who made Sukta 58, Anuvaka 1 1 ,

Mandala 1 of Rgveda.
Once this Gotama tired of thirst asked the Maruts for

some water. -The Maruts took a huge well to his side

and poured water into a big pot. (Suktas 86, 87,

Anuvaka 14, Mandala 1, Rgveda).
It was Asvinldevas who took the well to Gotama.

(Sukta 116, Anuvaka 17, Mandala 1, Rgveda).
GOTlRTHA. A holy place. The Pandavas visited this

place during their pilgrimage. (Sloka 3, Chapter 95,

Vana Parva).
GOTRA. A son of Vasistha. Vasistha had of his wife

Urjja seven sons named Rajas, Gotra, Orddhvabahu,

Savana, Anagha, Sutapas and Sukra. These holy men
were saptarsis in the third Manvantara. (Chapter 1,

Visnu Purana) .

GOVARDHANA. A mountain of Ambadi (Gokula) .

This is believed to be a form of Krsna. This is called

Giriraja also. The residents of Ambadi from time imme-
morial used to worship Indra for getting rains. But

after the advent of Krsna there came a change in that

belief. Krsna told them that rains depended on Govar-

dhana and it was enough if they worshipped that moun-
tain and so the residents of Ambadi started worshipping
the mountain. Indra got enraged at this and sent heavy
rains to Ambadi intending to submerge it in water. But
Sri Krsna lifted the mountain over Ambadi like an um-
brella and saved the city from the wrath of

Indra. See under 'Krsna' for more details. (Dasama
Skandha, Bhagavata)

GOVASANA. A King of the country called Sivi. The

daughter of this King, Devika, married Yudhisthira in a

svayarhvara. Once Govasana met in a duel the son of

Abhibhu, King ofKas"!. (Sloka 38, Chapter 95, Drona

Parva) .

GOVASANA (M) .A country of ancient India. The people
of this place presented Yudhisthira with much wealth.

(Sloka 5, Chapter 51, Sabha' Parva) .

GOVIKARTA. The man who puts nose-bands on
bullocks. (Sloka 9. Chapter 2, Virata Parva).

GOVINDA. A synonym of Sri Krsna (Mahavisnu). He
got this name because he saved the people and cows of

Ambadi by lifting the Govardhana mountain and

using it as an umbrella. (Daksinatya patha Chapter
38, Sabha Parva) .

GOVINDADATTA. A brahmin of great fame who
resided in Bahusuvarnaka, a city on the banks of the

river Ganga. His wife was a very pious woman. They
had five children. Once when both the parents were

away from the house a sage called Vaisvanara came
there but the children did not receive him and treat

him properly. Knowing this Govindaclatta abandoned
all his children. (Kathasaritsagara, Kathapithalarh-

baka) .

GOVINDAGIRI. A mountain of Krauncadvlpa. (Sloka

19, Chapter 12, Bhisma Parva) .

GOVINDASARMAN. A brahmin who lived in olden

times in the city of Kasl. (See under Sirhhadhvaja ) .

GOVITATA. A peculiar kind of horse sacrifice. Sage
Kanva once made his grandson, Bharata, conduct a

sacrifice of this kind. (Sloka 130, Chapter 74, Adi Parva) .

GOVRAJA. A soldier of Skandadeva. (Sloka 66, Chap-
ter 45, Salya Parva) .

GRAHAS (PLANETS). Indians from very ancient days
have maintained certain definite ideas and inferences

about the planets. Though those ideas differ somewhat
from the results of modern researches, the influence of

the ancient ideas is discernible in all the Puranic texts in

India. The main ideas are summarised below.

Surya (Sun), Candra (Moon), Sukra (Venus), Budha

(Mercury), Kuja (Mars), Brhaspati (Jupiter) ,
Sani

( Saturn) , Rahu and Ketu are the navagrahas (
the nine

planets) .

Suryascandro marigalasca

Budhascapi brhaspatih /

Sukrah sanaigcaro rahuh
Ketusceti navagrahah '/


