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gingelly bread and curds, and bathing and fuming form
the treatment.
Kala (Kali) attacks the child during the ninth year.
Feelings of fear, roaring etc. are the symptoms. Bali

with gingelly rice, gingelly bread, gingelly powder,
Kalmasa and pudding form the treatment.
Kalahamsl attacks the child during the tenth year.
Fever, burning sensation and emaciation are the

symptoms. Bali for five days with bread called Paulik
and rice mixed with ghee, exposure to fumes of margosa
leaf and smearing the body with a paste of Kottam
form the treatment.

Devabhuti attacks the child when it is eleven years old.

Then he will utter harsh and cruel words. Bali and
smearing as above form the treatment.
Valika attacks the child in the 12th year. Frequent
hiccoughs is the symptom. Treatment is the same as

above.

VayasI attacks the child when it is 13 years old. All the
limbs except the face get emaciated. Treatment is as

follows : bali with red rice, red sandal-wood and red

flowers; bath in water boiled with the leaves offive trees;
and exposure to the fumes of margosa and mustard.
YaksinI attacks the child when it is fourteen years old.

Awkward physical expressions, stomach-ache, fever and
thirst are the symptoms. Bali with flesh, rice etc. and
bathing etc. as above form the treatment.
Mundika attacks the child when it is fifteen years old.

Various kinds of pains, bleeding etc. are the symptoms.
The mother of the child is to be treated for this.

Vanari attacks the child during the 16th year. Falling
down, continuous sleep and fever form the symptoms.
Bali during three nights with pudding etc. and bathing
and fuming as- above form the treatment.
Gandhavati attacks the child during the seventeenth

year. Agitation of limbs and crying are the symptoms.
Bali with Kalmasa etc. and bathing and fuming as

above form the treatment.

The following mantra should be repeated in all balis

and gifts.

Orh namah sarvamatrbhyo balapldasamyogam bhunja
bhunja cuta cuta Sphotaya sphotaya sphura sphura
grhana grhana akattaya akattaya kattaya kattaya evam
siddharupo jnapayati hara hara nirdose kuru kuru
balikam balam striyarh purusarh ya sarvagrahanamu-
pakramat-camunde namo devyai hrurii hrurh hrim

apasara dustagrahan hram tadyatha gacchantu grhya-
tam anyatra panthanam rudro jnapayati. (Agni Purana,
Chapter 299).

GRAMADEVATA. India is predominantly a rural

country with a number of villages, and the rural folk

depend mainly upon agriculture for living. Agricultural
land, rain and epidemics which affect them as well as

their cattle these are the main concern of the villagers.

Indians, from very ancient days, used to believe that

each of the above has its own presiding devatas. Such
devatas are the gramadevatas.
Devi is the chief gramadevata of South India. Devi is

called Durga and Kali also. But, Devi is worshipped in

sixtyfour different forms or aspects. The gentle Devi,
viz. in her gentle aspect or attitude has three forms,

Kanya, Kamaksl, and Mukambika. In Kerala Devi is

called BhagavatI also. Valiyangadi Bhagavati of

Calicut is Laksmldevl. Kali temples in Karnataka are

called 'Kottapurarh Laksmi Ksetras'. There are such

temples in Andhra also. Most of them are Jokulambika

temples. In Tamil Nadu there are gramadevatas called

Mariyamma, Kaliyamma, and Draupadlyamma. Not
the DraupadI mentioned in the Mahabharata; but the

KannakI of Cilappadikara is the Devi worshipped in

Tamil Nadu.
There are two kinds of Devis called Saptamatrs and

Saptakanyas. Saptamatrs have purusas (husbands) and

saptakanyas have seven brothers for help and support.
Devi puja is very much prevalent in South India. The
custom is supposed to be as old as 5000 B.C. Idols of

Devi have been unearthed from Mohanjo-daro and

Harappa. Even the Buddhists worship the Devis called

Yaks! and Harltl. When in after years Hinduism was

revitalised these gramadevatas got prompted as the

great Devatas of the epics and the Puranas. The

Ramayana mentions the incident of the Devi called

Lankalaksml driving away Hanuman. There are famous

Kali temples in Ujjayini and Calcutta. It is believed

that in the temple at Cidambaram also Kali occupied
a prominent place. But, according to legends, Siva

defeated Kali in a dance competition and ousted her to

her present temple at the outskirts of the city. Camundl
is worshipped as the ancestral guardian deity in Mysore.
The Kamaksl temple of KancI, Minaksl temple of

Madura and Mukambika temple of North Karnataka

may be cited as examples for the worship of the gentle
form of Devi. Alarmel

'

Mankattayar temple at

Tiruccanur is a very important Devi temple. The
'Aditi' in the Vedas and Kottravai of Tamil Sangha
texts point to the very long past of the Devi in India.

Kalidasa and Kalamegha (a Tamil poet of the

fifteenth century have worshipped Kali. Sri Ramakrsna
Paramahamsa and the great modern Tamil poet
Bharati were devotees of Kali.

There are also gramadevas worshipped like the grama-
devatas. Munis vara and Karuppan are two prominent

gramadevas. In certain villages Bhairava, Vira, Irula,

Katteri and Nongi are worshipped as gramadevas. In

South Karnataka a set of Devas called Bhutas are

worshipped, Pancuruli being one of them. Sasta or

Ayyappa is another gramadeva. Sasta. is most popular
in Kerala and in Tamil Nadu. Buddha also is called

Sasta. In certain places idols of Sasta with two wives,

called Purna and Puskala are also found. Sabarimala

Sasta is yogamurti (in yogic pose) .

In most of the gramadeva temples idols of the Devas

are not found. A pltha (stool-like seat) is supoosed as

the seat of the Deva and it represents the Deva also.

But, in some temples weapons like the sword, the club

etc. are found. Offerings to the deity in gramaksetras
and annual festivals are common in such temples. (Nam
vanamgurh daivamgal-Tamil) .

GRAMANI. A bhutagana (set of attendants) of Siva.

Sins of those who worship this gana will be removed.

(AnuSasana Parva, Chapter 150, Verse 25) .

GRAMANlYA. One born in the family of the Ksatriya,

who is the governor of village. Nakula defeated the

gra.man.iyas during the conquest of lands in connection

with the asvamedha of Dharmaputra. (Sabha Parva;

Chapter 32, Verse 9) .

GRANTHIKA. Name assumed by Nakula during his

life incognito at the Virata palace. (Virata Parva,

Chapter 3, Verse 4) .


