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out between Devas and Asuras. In that war, the Devas
were not able to defeat the Asuras. Indra in distress

approached Visnu for refuge. Visnu advised him to

seek the help of Kakutstha, King of Ayodhya. So Indra

with the other gods went to Ayodhya. When Kakutstha

heard about their appeal for help, he glady offered

his help but only on condition that Indra became his

vehicle. Seeing no other way, Indra assumed the

form of a bull and Kakutstha, riding on the back of

the bull fought against the Asuras and defeated them.

It is from that day that the King came to be called

"Kakutstha", "Indra-vahana" and "Puranjaya". (His

original name is unknown). "Kakut" means the ''hump
of a bull". Because he was seated on the "Kakut" he

got the name "Kakutstha". Because he made Indra

"vahana" (vehicle) he got the name of "Indravahana".
As he defeated the Asuras and conquered their city

(pura) he was called "Puranjaya". Kakutstha was the

son of Sasada and the father of Prthu. Sri Rama is

called "Kakutstha" because he was
'

born in the

family of Kakutstha. (Devi Bhagavata. 7th Skandha) .

67) Indra's Task. Devi Bhagavata, 8th Skandha says
that Indra is one of the "Astadikpalakas (the eight

protectors of the quarters) and the name of his city
is "AmaravatI".

68) . Indra's term of Life. The Devi Bhagavata 5th

Skandha says that two life-spans of Brahma make
Visnu's life-span. Siva has double the life-span of

Visnu, that during the life of Brahma, fourteen

Indras will drop down from Heaven and perish, and
one day of Brahma is made up of one thousand

"Caturyugas."
There are fourteen Manvantaras during the life of the

present Brahma (See under Manvantara) . This means
that fourteen Manus will be born and will die one
after another during this period. Each Manvantara will

have its own Indra and the Devas. The first Manu was

Svayambhuva. After him five more Manus, Svarocisa,

Uttama, Tamasa, Raivata and Caksusa, have passed

away. The present Manu is Vaivasvata the son of

Surya. The current Vaivasvata Manvantara is the

seventh. At the end of seven more Manvantaras, the

present Brahma will perish and a new Brahma will

be born. For the names of the Indras of different

Manvantaras, see under Manvantara. (Visnu Purana,
Part 2, Chapter 1).

69) Indra became a Calf. (See under Prthu) .

70) The name Purandara. Sardar K. M. Panikkar
in his preface to Rgveda Sarhhita says that Indra

got the name Purandara because he destroyed the

cities (Puras) of the Dasyus. But in Chapter 71, of

Vamana Purana, we are told that he got this name
because he killed "Pura", the son of Mahabali.

71) Indra in the land of Konkana. Once an Asura named
Surapadma obtained from Brahma, a boon to enable
him to conquer the whole world. He persecuted the

inhabitants of all the three worlds. He sent his followers

to bring Indra.nl (Indra's wife) to him as a captive.

Indra, who came to know of this, secretly went away
with Indrani to the Koiikana land and lived in a

temple there. After some days, entrusting Indrani to

the protection of Sasta, he went to Kailasa. Just at this

time, Surapadma's sister Ajamukhi came there and

tempted Indrani. Sasti cat off the hands of Ajamukhi

and took Indruni to Kailasa. (Skanda Purana, Asura

Kanda) .

72) Indra and Mucukunda. Mucukunda, a King of the

Iksvaku dynasty, once went to Devaloka at the invita-

tion of Indra. In the war between the Devas and

Asuras, Mucukunda helped Indra and the Asuras were
defeated. Indra was pleased and asked Mucukunda
what boon he wanted. Mucukunda asked for a boon
which would give him long and sound sleep. Indra

granted it and in addition declared that anyone who
disturbed Mucukunda's sleep would be reduced to

ashes. After that Mucukunda went to sleep in a cave

in the middle of a dense forest.

A King of the tribe Yavana performed penance to

Brahma and obtained his boon which would enable

him to defeat the Yadavas (Sri Krsna's clan) and
he began to fight with Sri Krsna. Because of

Brahma's boon, Sri Krsna was not able to kill him.

He drove Yavana into the cave in which Mucukunda
was sleeping. Mucukunda suddenly woke up from his

sleep and looked at him with great anger. Yavana
was at once reduced to ashes. (Bhagavata, 10th

Skandha).
73) Indra's favourite Drink. The juice of the Soma
Plant is the favourite drink of Indra. (Rgveda, 1st

Mandala, 1st Anuvaka, 1st Sukta).

74) Indra became a Goat. Sage Angiras began wor-

shipping the Devas, hoping to have a son who will be

equal in glory to Indra. Indra who did not like

another person to be his equal, took birth himself as

the son of Angiras. Savya is the name of that son.

Once Savya assumed the form of a goat and ate up the

soma plant of a sage called Medhatithi. The sage then

called him Mesa (goat). Indra is still known by the

name, Mesa. (Rgveda, 1st Mandala, 1st Anuvaka,
51st Sukta).

75) Indra turns woman. Once Indra took birth as the

daughter of a king named Vrsanisva and assumed the

name Mena. (Rgveda, 1st Mandala, 1st Anuvaka,
52nd Sukta) .

76) Indra and Rjisvan. Once Indra helped a King named
Rjisva to defeat the Asuras, Karanja, Parnaya and

Variigrda. (Rgveda, 1st Mandala, 1st Anuvaka,
53rd Sukta).'

77) Indra and Surya. A King named Svasva offered

prayers to Surya to bless him with children. Surya
himself took birth as his son. Once a great sage called

Etasa got involved in a fight with this son (Surya) .

When the sage was about to collapse, Indra came to

his rescue. (Rgveda, 1st Mandala, llth Anuvaka,
62nd Sukta).
78

) Indra and Saramd. Once an asura called Pan! stole

some cows and hid them in some unknown place. Indra
asked Sarama, the bitch of the Devas to find out and
inform him where the cows were kept concealed. Sara-

ma replied that she was prepared to do so, if Indra

would give milk to her child and look after it in her

absence. Indra undertook that task and the bitch went
out and found out the place where the cows were hidden
and reported it to Indra, (Rgveda, 1st Mandala, llth

Anuvaka, 62nd Sukta) .

79) Indra and Dadhica. Dadhlca (Dadhici ) was the son

of Atharva. He used to scare away the Asuras by his

eerrible look. Once when he had gone to Heaven, the

earth became infested with Asuras. Indra set out to


