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and began the observance of Bhadradlpa Pratisfha.

Kartavirya's guru was Dattatreya, the son of Atri. At
the conclusion of the Yaga rites, Dattatreya who was

pleased, asked Kartaviryarjuna what boons he wished
to have. Kartavirya with joined palms asked him many
boons one of which was that he should have a thousand
arms. Dattatreya granted him the boons, and Karta-

virya who became proud of his new possession, ruled at

MahismatI for 86,000 years. (Brahmanda Purana,
Chapter 44) .

4) Vdyu's Warning. Kartaviryarjuna who returned

triumphant after receiving the boon from Dattatreya
heard a mysterious voice warning him in the following
words : "You fool ! Don't you know that a Brahmana
is superior to a Ksatriya ? A Ksatriya governs his

subjects in alliance with the Brahmana". On hearing
this, Kartavlrya became angry. He understood that

Vayu, the divine messenger was behind the mysterious
voice. He despised Vayu and argued that a Ksatriya
was superior to a Brahmana. Vayu gave him a warn-

ing that a Brahmana would curse Kartavlrya. (M.B.
Anusasana Parva, Chapter 152).

5) Kartavirya cursed by the sage. Once Agni (fire-god)

approached Kartavirya and begged for food. The King
allowed him to feed upon mountains and trees from any
part of his Kingdom. So Agni began to devour the

woods and hills. This led to the burning down of an
Asrama owned by a sage called Apava. The enraged
Sage came to know that Kartaviryarjuna was respon-
sible for the havoc and pronounced a curse that Paras u-
rama would chop off all the thousand hands of Karta-

viryarjuna.

6) Kartaviryarjuna and Ravana. In the course of his

triumphal march, after conquering the whole world,
Ravana once arrived with his forces on the bank of the
river Narmada. Enjoying the smooth flow of the crystal
clear stream of the Narmada and the pleasant sand
banks in the river-bed, he spent a night there with his

followers. Early next morning he took his bath in the
river and setting up the idol of Siva on the sand bank,
began to worship it.

Just then Kartaviryarjuna and his wives came to the

place and began their water sports, a few yards down
the river from the place where Ravana was sitting. As
part of his amusements, Kartavlrya stopped the flow of
the river by making a dam with his thousand arms.
This caused the level of the water to rise and Ravana
with his materials of worship was submerged in the
flood. Enraged at this disturbance to his worship, he
sent two of his men down the river bank to find out
what was happening. They traced the source of the
trouble to Kartaviryarjuna and his water-sports and
reported the matter to their master. At once Ravana
armed himself with his bow rushed to Kartaviryarjuna
and began a fierce fight. At last Ravana fell down under
the heavy stroke of Kartavirya's mace and was bound
in chains and imprisoned. He lay there for one year.
Ravana's father sage Pulastya came to know of this and
he went to Kartavirya's palace. He was received with
due respect and at his request, Kartavirya released
Ravana and after that they remained friends for life.

(Uttara Ramayana).
7) Kartavirya and Renukd's Death. One day when
Paras"urama was fourteen years old, his father sage
Jamadagni went to the forest to fetch some Samits

(sacrificial twigs). Jamadagni's wife, Renuka swept and
cleaned the Asrama and went to the river Reva to fetch

water and Parasurama was left behind in the Asrama.
When she reached the river bank, she saw Kartaviryarjuna
indulging in amorous pleasures with his wives in the

water. She waited unobserved on the bank for some
time and after they had left the place, she stepped into

the river. But since the water was muddy, she had to

go to another place in the river to get clear water.

There also she lingered for a few minutes, looking at

the amorous amusements of Citraratha, King of Salva,
with his wives. It was only after they had departed
that she was able to return to the Asrama with water.

Meanwhile Jamadagni who had returned to the Asrama
earlier was angry at her delay and was waiting impatient-

ly for her arrival. As soon as she reached the Asrama,
the sage, in a fit of fury, ordered Parasurama to cut
off her head and the latter obeyed him.

(
Brahmanda

Purana, Chapter 58).

8) The Triumphal March ofKartavirya. All the Kings in

the world acknowledged the supremacy of Kartavlrya.
In Brahmanda Purana, Chapter 16, we find that Kings
of the Solar dynasty like Trayyaruna, Hariscandra,
Rohitasva and Cuncu were defeated by Kartavirya-
rjuna. In his golden chariot he went about defeating
Devas, Yaksas, Rsis and others. He challenged even
Visnu. He insulted Indra in the company of Indranl.

(NO. Vana Parva, Chapter 115).
Intoxicated by his successes, Kartavirya went to the

'

sea-shore and challenged the ocean and began to des-

troy the animals in the sea by shooting them with his

arrows. God Varuna appeared before him and asked
him what he wanted. Kartavirya asked the god to

name a man who had the capacity to fight with him.
Varuna answered that Jamadagni's son ParaSurama
was the person who satisfied that condition. Karta-

virya accepted the challenge and went in search of

Paragurama. (M.B. Anusasana Parva, Chapter 29).

9) Killing of Jamadagni. Once Kartavlrya went to

hunt in the forest with his followers. They were roam-

ing in the Vindhya forests in search of game. At noon
after a refreshing bath in the clear waters of the river

Narmada when they were preparing to return, they
saw Jamadagni's Asrama. After asking his men to wait

at the river-bank, Kartavirya went alone to the

Asrama. He paid his respects to the sage and after

their usual greetings, Jamadagni asked him to call his

followers also to the Asrama. When all of them arrived

the sage gave them a sumptuous feast. Kartavlrya
wondered how the sage managed to do it. They spent
the night there and when they returned home next

morning Kartavirya's minister Candragupta told him
that he saw a cow in Jamadagni's Asrama and that it

was from that divine cow that the sage was able to get
all the rare articles of food which he supplied to the

guests. He also offered to get the cow from the sage.
So the King sent Candragupta to the Asrama to beg
the cow from the sage for him. Candragupta accordingly
went with a few followers to the Asrama and begged
for the ccw. At that time Parasurama was not in the

Asrama. Jamadagni told them that the cow was
Kamadhenu's sister, Susila and that it was not possible
to give her. Candragupta tried to seize the cow by
force but she suddenly vanished into the sky. The
King's men tried to capture her calf. Jamadagni who


