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hour there are inns. Near the inn there will be a well

and a person to give water. The non-Muslims are given
water in pots. But water is poured into the hands of

Muslims. Rice is served in plantain leaf and sauces

are also served in the same leaf. Uncultivated and
uninhabited land is not to be seen. Each house is

situated in the centre of a cultivated area. The people
of this country do not use animals to carry goods.

Travelling is on foot. Only Kings use horses. There is

a conveyance called mancal (Palanquin) . Slaves are

used as Palanquin bearers. I have seen roads which
could be used so fearlessly, only in Kerala and, no
where else in the world. Capital punishment is given to

one who steals even a coconut. The people of this

country respect Muslims.
There are twelve kings in Malabar. None of them

are Muslims. Many of them are powerful having an

army of more than fifty-thousand soldiers. But there are

no quarrels or clashes among them. The powerful do
not have the desire to subjugate the less powerful. The
inheritants of these kings are not sons, but nephews
(sons of sisters

)
. Besides the people of Kerala I have

seen only the Muslims of the country of Salam on the

banks of the Niger in Africa who have adopted the

system of inheritance in the female line."

Ibn Batuta has given some minor descriptions about
the towns of Mangalapuram, Ezhumala, Kannur
Calicut, Paliyam, Crahganiir and Quilon.

KESARA. A Mountain in Sakadvipa (Saka island) .

The air on this mountain was always filled with frag-
rance. (M.B. Bhisma Parva, Chapter 11, Stanza 23).

KESARl. A forest King who lived in the Maha Meru.
While Kesari was living in the Mahameru, Brahma
cursed a celestial maid named Managarva and changed
her into a female monkey. She became the wife of

Kesari, under the name Anjana. For a long time the

couple had no children. Anjana worshipped Vayu Bha-

gavan (Wind-God) for a child.

Once during this period the gods and hermits went
to Parama Siva and requested him to beget a son to

help Mahavisnu who was about to incarnate as Sri

Rama to kill Ravana. Siva and Parvati instantly took

the form of monkeys and entered the forest for play.

They having not returned for a long time the gods
asked the wind-god to go in search of them. The wind

god came in the form of a great storm and shook the

whole of the forest. Still they did not come out. Parvati

who was pregnant was ashamed to come out. With
Siva she got on an ASoka tree and sat there. Seeing
that tree alone standing motionless in the big storm

Vayu god approached the tree and looked up. Siva and
Parvati appeared before Vayu. Parvati refused to take

the foetus in the form of monkey to Kailasa. As Siva

had instructed, Parvati gave the child in the womb to

the wind-god. It was at this time that Anjana had

prayed to Vayu fqr a child. Vayu gave that child

to Anjana, who gave birth to it. That child was
Hanuman. Thus Hanuman got the names, Anjanaputra
(son of Anjana) , Vayuputra (son of Vayu) ,

Kesari-

putra (Son of Kesari) etc. (M.B. Vana Parva, Chap-
ter 417).

KESAVA. See under Kr}na.

KESAYANTRI. An attendant of Skandadeva. (M.B.
Salya Parva, Chapter 46) .

KESI I.

1). General information. An Asura. It is mentioned in

Mahabharata, Adi Parva, Chapter 65 that forty Asuras
or Danavas were born to Kasyapa, the son of Marici,
and the grandson of Brahma, by his wife Danu, and
that Kesi was one of them.

2). KeSt and Indra. Once a war broke out between
the Devas and the Asuras. Disasters befell the Devas.

Daityasena and Devasena., the daughters of Prajapati
were about to be carried away by Kesi. Daityasena
agreed to accompany him of her own accord, but
Devasena cried aloud. Hearing her cry Devendra rea-
ched the spot. A terrible fight ensued and finally the
defeated Kesi ran away. (M.B. Vana Parva, Chapter
223).

3). KtH and Visnu. Once there was a fight which last-

ed for thirteen days, between Keg I and Visnu. (M.B.
Vana Parva, Chapter 134, Stanza 20) .

KESI II. A follower ofKamsa. This Asura, on the in-

struction of Kamsa, went to Ambadi (Gokula) taking
the form ofa horse, to kill Sri Krsna. Sri Krsna killed

Kesi. It is seen in the Bhagavata (Malayalamj that Sri

Krsna got the name Kesava because he had killed Kesi.

(Skandha 10, Kesivadha).
KESI III. In Bhagavata there is another Kesi who was

the son of Vasudeva.
"Pauravi Rohini Bhadra
Madira Rocana Ila /

Devakipramukha asan

Patnya Anakadundubheh."
Pauravi, Rohini, Bhadra, Madira, Rocana, Ila and
Devaki were the wives of Vasudeva.
From this statement made in Bhagavata, Skandha 9,

Chapter 24, it is clear that Vasudeva had a number of
wives. Kausalya, who was one of them, was the mother
of Kesi. (Bhagavata, Skandha 9, Chapter 24, Stanza

48).

KESlNl I. A celestial woman. In Mahabharata, Adi Parva

Chapter 65 it is stated that the twelve celestial maids,
Alambusa, Misrakesi, Vidyutparna, Tilottama, Aruna,
Raksita, Rambha, Manorama, Kegini, Surata, Suraja
and Supriya were born to KaSyapa of his wife Pradha.

KESlNl II. The wife of Ajamidha, a King of the Puru

dynasty. The three sons Jahnu, Vraja and Rupina were
born to Ajamidha of his wife KeSini. (Agni Purana,
Chapter 278) .'

KESlNl III. A maid of Damayantl. When Nala reached

Kundinapuri, as Bahuka the charioteer of Rtuparna,
Kesini approached Bahuka at the request of Damayantl
and by various tests found out that Bahuka was Nala.

(M.B. Vana Parva, Chapters 74 and 75).

KESlNl IV. A servant of Parvati. It is mentioned in

Mahabharata, Vana Parva, Chapter 231, Stanza 48
that once Parvati with her servant Kelini praised
Siva.

KESlNl V. Once there arose a quarrel between Sudh-
anva, the son of Angiras, and Virocana the son of Prah-

lada, because both wanted to marry the same girl
named Kesini. Sudhanva was a Brahmin whereas
Virocana was an Asura, who argued that Asura was
nobler than Brahmin and Sudhanva said that it was the
other way. Both wagered their lives and accepted
Prahlada as their judge. The decision of Prahlada was


