
KESINI VI 407 KETUMAN III

that the Brahmin was the nobler of the two. Because
Prahlada said the truth Sudhanva did not kill Viro-
cana. But Virocana had to wash the Ifeet of Sudhanva
in the presence of Kesini, feet Sudhanva married
Kesini in the presence of Virocana. (M.B. Udyoga
Parva, Chapter 35).

KESINI. VI. A wife of King Sagara. This Kesini
was the daughter of the King of Vidarbha. The son

Asamanjasa was born to Sagara of Kesini. (Valmlki
Ra.ma.yana, Balakanda, Sarga 38).

KETAKl. (A flower). [Pandarnus odoratissimus]
Though Ketaki is a flower which had been worn on
Siva's head, it is not worshipped for the following
reason.

In Satyayuga Mahavisnu performed intense penance
on the Sveta island for the attainment of eternal happi-
ness. Brahma also performed penance at a beauti-
ful place for the annihilation of desires. During
their tapas Visnu and Brahma, for a rest, left their

seats and walked about in the forest when they met
each other. There arose a controversy between them
about their respective greatness when Siva, in the form
of a Linga, appeared between the two contestants and
told them that he, who first found out his (Siva's) head
or feet was greater than the other. Accordingly Visnu
went down and Brahma went up on a tour of

enquiry.

Though Visnu went down deeper and deeper for a long
time to find out Siva's feet he failed in the attempt and so

returned and sat at the place whence he started for the
search. Brahma went up a very long distance when he
saw a Ketaki flower falling down from the sky. He took
the flower in his hands and went to Visnu and told him
that he had found out Siva's head and showed the
Ketaki flower as proof of his discovery claiming that it

was taken from Siva's head. But Visnu did not believe
Brahma and asked the Ketaki flower to bear witness
to Brahma's claim. The flower gave false evidence in

favour of Brahma. Siva got angry at this false evidence
of Ketaki and cursed it. The Ketaki lost its place
among the best flowers from that day onwards.

KETU I. (KETUMAN). A Danava. He was the son
of Kasyapa (grandson of Brahma and son of Marici)
by his wife Danu. This Asura, who exists in the shape
of a planet had thirtythree brothers, i.e. Vipracitti,
Sambara, Namuci, Puloma, Asiloma, KeI, Durjaya,
Ayassiras, Asvasiras, Asva, Sanku, Mahabala, Garga,
Amurdhan, Vegavan, Manavan, Svarbhanu, Asvapati,
Vrsaparvan, Ajaka, Agvagrlva, Suksma, Tuhunda,
Ekapat, Ekacakra, Virupaksa, Harahara, Nikumbha,
Kapata, Sarabha, Salabha, Surya and Candramas.
(Adi Parva, Chapter 65) .

But Ketu maintained closer relationship with Rahu, a

step-brother of his, being the son of Kasyapa by ano-
ther wife called Sirhhika. Rahu and Ketu are even

today considered as inauspicious planets. Rahu wears
a half-moon and Ketu holds in his hands a sword and
lamp. Amitaujas was Ketu reborn. (Adi Parva, Chapter
67, Verse 11).

KETU II. A great sage of ancient India. He attained
salvation by self-study. (Santi Parva, Chapter 26, Verse

KETU III. A synonym of Siva. (Anugasana Parva,
Chapter 17, Verse 38).

KETU IV. A King born in Bharata's dynasty. (Bhaga-
vata, 9th Skandha).

KETU V. (DHUMAKETU). The following story is

told in Visnudharmottara Purana about the birth of
Dhumaketu.

Noting that the population on earth had increased

abnormally Brahma created a damsel called Mrtyu and
asked her to kill people. At this command of Brahma
she began crying, and from her tear drops various kinds
of diseases originated at the sight of which she took to

penance. Then Brahma appeared and blessed her say-

ing that no one would die because of her at which she
heaved a great sigh of relief from which was born Ketu
or Dhumaketu.

KETUMALA I. The grandson of Priyavrata, the son of
Manu. Agnidhra, a son of Priyavrata married Purva-
citti. Nine sons were born to Agnidhra of his wife
Purvacitti. Ketumala was one of them. His brothers
were Nabhi, Kimpurusa, Hari, Ilavrta, Ramyaka,
Hiranmaya. Kuru and Bhadrasva.
In old age Agnidhra divided his kingdom among his

sons. Later, the portion given to Ketumala came to be
known as Ketumala. (Bhagavata, Skandha 5) .

KETUMALA II. A holy place in Jambudvlpa. (M.B.
Vana Parva, Chapter 89) .

KETUMALA III. (See under Ketumala I). Ketumala
is the ninth division ofJambudvlpa. The people of this

part of the earth are equal to gods (Devas).The women
are very beautiful. In Mahabharata, Sabha Parva it is

stated that Arjuna conquered this land. Ketumala is

situated on the east of Mount Meru. In Mahabharata,
Bhisma Parva, Chapter 6, there is the description of
Ketumala.

KETUMAN I. Ketu the Asura (demon). (See under
Ketu I).

KETUMAN II. A King who was a luminary in the
council of Yudhisthira. He was a warrior on the side of
the Kauravas and a friend of Srutayudha, the King of

Kalinga. It is mentioned in Mahabharata, Bhisma Parva,
Chapter 54, Stanza 77, that Bhimasena killed this

warrior in the battle of Bharata.

KETUMAN III. In the Mahabharata, another Ketuman
who had fought on the side of Pandavas, is stated. Dhrta-
rastra had praised the valour of this warrior. (M.B.
Drona Parva, Chapter 10, Stanza 44).

KETUMAN IV. A palace in Dvaraka. It is mentioned
in Mahabharata, Daksinatya-patha, Sabha Parva,
Chapter 38, that Sudatta, the wife of Sri Krsna lived
in this palace.

KETUMAN V. Antapala (the guard of the boundary)
of the west. At the beginning of the creation of the
world Brahma had appointed as guards of the bounda-
ries, Sudhanvan in the east, Saiikhapada in the south,
Ketuman in the West and Hiranyaromaka in the North.

(Agni Purana, Chapter 19).
KETUMAN VI. A King of the Puru dynasty. (See
under Varhs avail) .

KETUMAN VII. In Bhagavata we see a Ketuman who
was the son of Dhanvantari, who gave Ayurveda to the
world.
"Who was the deva who made the Ayurveda in days
of old ? His son was Ketuman whose son was Bhlma-
ratha." (Bhagavata, Skandha 9).

KETUMAN VIII. Son of Ekalavya. In Mahabharata,
Bhisma Parva it is mentioned that this King of the


