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2) Some details. (1) It is stated in Mahabharata, Adi

Parva, Chapter 65, Stanza 9, that the hermits called

Balakhilyas were the sons of Kratu.

(2) Kratu was present at the birth-celebration of

Arjuna. (M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter 122, Stanza 52).

(3) Kratu came to save the Raksasas from the Raksasa

sattra, (A great sacrificial fire meant for the Raksasas

(giants) to jump into and die by themselves) performed
by the hermit Parasara. (M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter
189, Stanza 9).

(4) Kratu was a luminary in the councils of Brahma
and Indra. (M.B. Sabha Parva, Chapter 7, Stanza 17) .

(5) Kratu was present at the Birth celebration of

Skandadeva. (M.B. Salya Parva, Chapter 45, Stanza 10).

(6) There is a group of hermits called 'Citrasikhandins,
of which Kratu is a member. (M.B. Santi Parva,

Chapter 335, Stanza 27) .

(7) By the blessings of Siva, Kratu got a thousand sons.

(M.B. Anusasana Parva, Chapter 14, Stanza 87).

(8) Kratu went to visit Bhisma who was lying on the

bed of arrows awaiting death in the beginning of

Uttarayana of the year. (M.B. Anusasana Parva,

Chapter 26, Stanza 4).
KRAUNCA I. An Asura. In Vamana Purana, Chap-

ter 57 it is mentioned that this Asura was killed by
Subrahmanya.

KRAUNCA II. A mountain. There is a story about this

mountain. Long ago there lived an Asura named
Kraunca. He was leading a wicked life and was

haughty and arrogant. Once Agastya went to Kailasa
and worshipped Siva. KaveridevI also was standing
close by, worshipping Siva. God Siva appeared before

Agastya and told him that he might ask for any boon.
He requested for the power to push down Vindhya by
kicking and to establish a holy Tirtha (bath) on the

earth. Siva granted the boons. For making the tirtha

Siva turned Kaveri into a river and placed her in the

water-pot of Agastya. As Agastya was returning from
Kailasa with Kaveri in his water-pot, Krauftca the

Asura took the shape of a mountain and hindered his

way. The Asura caused a heavy rain too. Agastya
wandered through the forest without finding the path
for days. At last he realized the cause. He took a few

drops of water from his waterpot and with chanting of
Mantras and meditation threw the drops at the Asura
with the curse that he would stand there for ever as a
mountain. He said that he would be liberated from the

curse when pierced by the arrow of Subrahmanya, the

son of Siva. From that day onwards Krauiica the Asura
had been standing there as a mountain. That mountain
was called 'The mountain of Kraunca.' (Skanda
Purana, Asura Kanda).
There is another statement in Harivarhsa, Chapter 18,
that the mountain Kraunca was the son of the moun-
tain Mainaka, the son of Mena.

Subrahmanya fought a terrible battle with the Asuras.

Many died. Banasura, the son of Mahabali, fled from
the battlefield and hid himself inside the mountain
Kraunca. Subrahmanya cleft the mountain into two
with the arrow given by Agni (Fire-god) . Thus
Krauncasura was liberated from the curse. (M.B. Salya
Parva, Chapter 46) .

In 'Meghaduta' Kalidasa mentions about the cleavage
in the mountain Kraunca. In Mahabharata, Vana

Parva, Chapter 225, Stanza 33, mention is made that

through this cleavage swans and vultures fly to Mahii-

meru. (For the story of how Parasurama cleft the

Kraunca mountain see under Parasurama).
KRAUNCA III. (A kind of snipe) . A bird.

KRAUNCADVIPA. (ISLAND OF KRAUNCA). One
of the Saptadvlpas (seven islands). The seven islands

are Jambudvipa, Plaksadvlpa, Salmalidvlpa, Kusa-

dvipa, Krauncadvipa, Sakadvipa and Puskaradvipa.

(Devi Bhagavata Skandha 8). Krauncadvipa is des-

cribed as follows in Mahabharata, Bhisma Parva, Chap-
ter 12: In this island there are the mountains Kraunca,
Vamanaka, Andhakara, Mainaka, Govinda, Nibida, and
Viskambha. The various countries in this island are

Kusala, Manonuga, Usna, Pravaraka, Andhakaraka,
Munidesa, Dundubhisvana etc.

KRAUMCANISUDANA. A holy place on the banks
of river Sarasvati. It is mentioned in Mahabharata,
Vana Parva, Chapter 84, Stanza 160 that he who bathes

in
this_ place would get a Vimana.

KRAUNCAPADl. A holy place. He who makes ob-
lations of balls of boiled rice in this place will obtain

remission of sin of Brahmahatya (sin incurred by
killing a Brahmin) . (M.B. Anusasana Parva, Chapter
25, Stanza 42).

KRAUNCARUNAVYUHA. Another name of Kraunca-

vyuha (strategic disposition of an army). Dhrsta-

dyumna formed theKrauncarunavyuha. (Mahabharata,
Bhisma Parva, Chapter 50).

KRAUNCAVYUHA. A strategic formation of the army
in the shape of Kraunca bird (snipe). In the battle

of Bharata, Bhisma made the formation of Kraunca.

(M.B. Bhisma Parva, Chapter 75). The Kraunca dis-

position has eight strategical positions, the face, eyes,

head, neck, stomach, left flank, right flank and thighs.
In the disposition formed by Bhisma, Drona stood at

the face, Asvatthama and Krpa stood at the eyes,

Hardikya at the head and Surasena at the neck. The
King of Pragjyotisa stood at the stomach of the form-
ation. The Tusaras, Yavanas, Sakas and Cupuvas
guarded the right flank. Srtayus and Bhurisravas kept
the thighs.

KRAUNCI. A daughter born to Kasyapaprajapati by
his wife Tamra the daughter of Daksa. Five daughters,
KrauncI, Bhasi, Syeni, Dhrtarastri and Sukl were born
of Tamra. From Krauftci, were born the owls, the Bhasas
from Bhasi, the hawks and vultures from Syeni, the
swans and ruddy geese from Dhrtarastri and Nara, the
mother of Vinata from Sukl. (Vf.lmlki Ramayana,
Sarga 14) .

KRAVYADA (S). A particular group of the Manes or
the deified ancestors that receive the souls of the
deceased. Mention is made about the Kravyadas in

Mahabharata, Santi Parva, Chapter 269, Stanza 15.

KRIYA. One of the daughters of Daksa. Dharmadeva
married her and three sons Danda, Naya and Vinaya
were born to him of Kriya. (Visnu Purana, Arhsa I,

Chapter 7) .

KRKA^TEYU. (KAKSEYU). One of the ten sons whom
King Raudrasva of the Puru dynasty begot of the

Apsaras called Mistakes I. (Adi Parva, Chapter 94
Verse 10).

KRMI I. A King of the royal dynasty of Aiiga. King
Uslnara had five wives named Nrga, Nara, KrmI,
Das a and DrsadvatI, and of them were born respective-


