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(6) Krsna drags Ulukhala. (Mortar). Yaoda was once

breast-feeding Krsna when she noticed milk flowing
out of the boiling pan, and she put the child on the

floor and went to attend to the boiling milk. Angry at

this Krsna broke the milk-pot by throwing a stone at

it. Yasoda then tried to bind the child to the mortar
with a cord. But, any number of cords could not

reach round the child's waist. At this trouble of his

mother Krsna decided to oblige her and then the first

cord itself sufficed to bind him round the mortar. But,
Krsna then began running, dragging the mortar
behind him. Dragging the Ulukhala behind him he

passed through a narrow gap between two trees. The
trees were shaken and at once the trees rose up in the

sky as two Devas. The two trees were actually
Nalakubara and Manigriva, the sons of Vaisravana,
both ofwhom had been cursed into the form of trees

by Narada. (See under Nalakubara).

(7) Vatsasura killed. Sri Krsna and Balabhadrarama
were one day, engaged in sports along with the Gopalas
on the banks of river Kalindi. At that time an Asura
sent by Karhsa got into the ranks of the cows disguised
as a cow. Sri Krsna understood it; Balabhadra also

pointed out the new 'cow' to him. Then Krsna leisure-

ly went towards the herd of cattle, lifted the new 'cow'

by its legs and tail and dashed it against a peepal
tree. The peepal tree and the one next to it were

broken, and thus ended the life of Vatsasura.

(8) Baka killed- On another occasion Karhsa deputed
Bakasura, brother of Putana. to kill Krsna. He assumed
the form of a bird, and lay there on the road with his

fierce mouth wide open. The Gopalas were terror-

stricken. But, Krsna entered the cave-like mouth of the

bird leaving his companions behind. The Asura
closed his mouth, and the Gopalas cried out in fear

and agony. But, Sri Krsna stirred round and round
within Baka's stomach and he was forced to vomit
Krsna out. Along with Krsna he vomited blood and
died. (See under Baka) .

(9) Killed Aghasura. Aghasura, brother of Baka and

Putana, deputed by Karhsa to kill Krsna assumed the

form of a serpent and with its mouth opened like a
cave lay on the road used by the Gopalas. The stench

that emanated from its mouth vitiated the atmosphere.
The Gopalas including Krsna and Balabhadra entered

the serpent's mouth, and immediately its entire body
shook and it vomited blood. Life escaped through its

broken stomach. The Gopalas came out of it and fell

down unconscious. But, at the very sight of Krsna they

regained consciousness. (See under Agha )
.

(10) Brahma placed in ridiculous situation. On another
occasion Brahma saw Mahavisnu, in the assumed form
ofman, playing on the banks of the Kalindi along with
Balabhadra and his companions. To test whether God
possessed powers in the assumed form of man also

Brahma carried away the cattle of the Gopalas. The
Gopalas were naturally upset at the disappearance of
their cows. After consoling them Krsna searched for

the cattle on the heights of mount Govardhana and in

the forest. But, the cattle were to be found nowhere,
and when Krsna returned to the banks of the Kalindi
the Gopalas too had disappeared. Divining the reason
for the whole affair by his divine powers, Krsna created
both the Gopalas and the cows with his divine powers.

One year passed by thus, and one day Krsna and his

companions with their cattle went to the top of
Govardhana. Brahma was alarmed to find Krsna with
the artificially created Gopalas and the cattle, and
while he was looking at them the colour of all of them
began changing and within minutes they put on the
form of Visnu. Moreover, he saw another Brahma and
Brahmaloka. Upset and alarmed by the whole

phenomenon he sang the praises of Mahavisnu at which
his illusion was. lifted and he saw the actual Krsna, the

Gopalas and the cattle.

(11) Dhenukasura killed. There lived in the Kadali forest

on the banks of the Kalindi an Asura called Dhenuka
with his followers. The forest was thick with palm trees.

Out of fear of the Asura nobody dared to travel in the

forest. Sri Krsna and Balabhadra having heard the

story about Dhenuka one day went to the forest with
their companions. Balabhadra shook down a lot of the

palm fruits , the Gopalas loudly cheered him. The
Asura rushed forth challenging them when Krsna and
Balabhadra thrashed him to death.

(12) Suppressed Kaliya. There lived in Kalindi a fierce

serpent called Kaliya with his wife and relations. The
trees on the banks of the river were withered and had
dried up on account of the poisonous breath emitted by
the serpent. One day the Gopalas and their cattle drank
water in the Kalindi and fell down dead. Then Krsna
climbed a tree on the banks of the river and jumped
into its waters and Kaliya rushed forward to him with
his hoods spread out. Krsna stepped on the hoods and
danced thereon. Kaliya vomited blood, got exhausted
and prayed to Krsna for mercy. At the instance of
Krsna the serpent with its family emigrated to the

Ramanaka island. (See under Kaliya) .

(13) Krfna swallows fire. When Krsna came out of the

waters after having suppressed Kaliya and taking with
him the gem presented by Kaliya, the Gopalas covered
Krsna with embraces. People of Ambadi came to the

banks of the Kalindi looking out for the children. As the

sun had set by now the Yadavas spent the night there,
when a wild fire enveloped them, and they cried out
to Krsna. Krsna swallowed the entire fire. (Bhagavata,
10th Skandha).
(14) Killed Pralamba. While the Gopalas were playing
once under the shade of a giant peepal tree called

Bhandiraka an Asura known as Pralamba joined their

games disguised as a Gopala. Krsna and Balabhadra
understood the trick. They made all the others take

the following pledge, i.e. that all of them would beat
one another, and the vanquished should carry about
the victor on his head. The beating began, and the

Gopa called Srldaman defeated Krsna. Vrsabha defeat-

ed Bhadrasena and Balabhadra defeated Pralamba.

According to the pledge Sri Krsna carried on his

shoulders Srldaman, Bhadrasena carried Vrsabha and
Pralamba carried Balabhadra. But, Pralamba rose up
to the skies with Balabhadra, who broke the former's

head, and Pralamba fell down dead in his actual form
as an Asura.

(15) Again in wild fire. The Gopalas were once again
caught in wild fire at the Munja forest on the banks of
the Kalindi. They cried out in great fear when Krsna
went to them and asked them to remain standing with

eyes closed. They obeyed him, and he swallowed the
fire as though it were nectar. The Gopalas were aston-


